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Model Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott
What are the similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of Jim Abbott as a leader of social change and those of Jackie Robinson?

Jim Abbott is a one-handed baseball player who, throughout his career, had many great achievements in the sport including being named Most Courageous Athlete for 1986 by the Philadelphia Sportswriters Association, being named the best amateur athlete and the top amateur baseball player in the nation when playing for the University of Michigan in 1987, and earning a gold medal as a member of the 1988 U.S. Olympic baseball team. He was a leader in the acceptance of disabilities in professional sports, and there were many factors that contributed to his success as a leader of social change. Some of these factors are similar to those that contributed to the success of Jackie Robinson in integrating baseball decades earlier, but there are some key differences. 
Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others. As Jackie Robinson’s daughter said in Promises to Keep, “My father never lost hope or gave in to despair.… He once said, ‘A life is not important except for the impact it has on other lives.’” Similarly, the “Jim Abbott” text explains, “In fact, at every step, from Little League on, he kept hearing that his playing days would probably end at that level. But at each new level, Jim proved his doubters wrong.” Another factor in the success of both athletes was family support. Jim Abbott’s parents always encouraged him to “try things and helped him acquire confidence,” and his father helped him develop a technique to throw and catch the ball with the same hand. Jackie Robinson was strongly supported by his wife, who explained in Promises to Keep how she attended every home game. Both athletes were supported by their families and showed the courage and persistence they needed to succeed.
While there were similarities, there were, however, some significant differences between both athletes on the road to success. Promises to Keep describes how Jackie Robinson had people like Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner open doors for him. However, the “Jim Abbott” text doesn’t mention anyone who specifically opened doors for Jim Abbott, and seems to suggest that Abbott’s talent spoke for itself in convincing people to give him a chance. Abbott was more alone than Robinson in other ways as well. Promises to Keep explains that there were many other people fighting to end segregation at the same time as Jackie Robinson. His daughter Sharon reflects, “While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African-American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level.” In the text on Jim Abbott, there isn’t any mention of any other athletes with disabilities fighting for the same cause. While Robinson had others around him supporting the fight to end racial segregation, Abbott seems to have fought to overcome prejudice against athletes with disabilities largely on his own.

Some of the factors that supported the success of Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott in breaking down barriers in sports are very similar, particularly their personal courage and persistence. This suggests that to be a leader of social change, personal qualities are very important. Jim Abbott’s story is particularly inspiring, however, because it shows us that it is not always necessary to be part of a larger movement to make change happen. Even a single person can make a difference!
Modified Model Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott

What are the similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of Jim Abbott as a leader of social change and those of Jackie Robinson?

Jim Abbott is a one-handed baseball player who had many great achievements in the sport. He was named Most Courageous and best amateur athlete. He earned a gold medal as a member of the 1988 U.S. Olympic baseball team. He was a leader in the acceptance of disabilities in professional sports, and there were many factors of his success as a leader of social change. Some of these factors are similar to the factors that contributed to Jackie Robinson’s success in leading social changes, but there were some key differences.

Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced hard times with courage and neither person gave up on his dreams. Sharon Robinson said in Promises to Keep, “My father never lost hope or gave in to despair.” This is similar to the “Jim Abbott” text which says, “In fact, at every step, from Little League on, he kept hearing that his playing days would probably end at that level. But at each new level, Jim proved his doubters wrong.” Another factor in the success of both athletes was family support. Jim Abbott’s parents always encouraged him to try new things and his father helped him learn to throw and catch the ball with the same hand. Jackie Robinson was strongly supported by his wife, who explained in Promises to Keep how she attended every home game. Both athletes were supported by their families and showed the courage and persistence they needed to succeed.

While there were similarities, there were, however, some differences between both athletes’ factors of success. Promises to Keep describes how Jackie Robinson had people like Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner open doors for him. However, the “Jim Abbott” text doesn’t mention anyone who specifically helped Jim Abbott, and seems to suggest that Abbott’s talent spoke for itself. Abbott was more alone than Robinson in other ways as well. Promises to Keep explains that there were many other people fighting to end segregation at the same time as Jackie Robinson. His daughter Sharon wrote, “While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African-American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level.”
In the text on Jim Abbott, there isn’t any mention of any other athletes with disabilities fighting for the same cause. While Robinson had others around him supporting the fight to end racial segregation, Abbott seems to have fought to overcome prejudice against athletes with disabilities largely on his own.

Some of the factors that supported the success of Jackie Robinson and Jim are very similar, particularly their courage. This shows that to be a leader of social change, personal qualities are very important. Even a single person can make a difference!
Model Essay: Comparing and Contrasting
Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Key: Red
Green
Yellow

Blue

What are the similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of Jim Abbott as a leader of social change and those of Jackie Robinson?

Jim Abbott is a one-handed baseball player who, throughout his career, had many great achievements in the sport including being named Most Courageous Athlete for 1986 by the Philadelphia Sportswriters Association, being named the best amateur athlete and the top amateur baseball player in the nation when playing for the University of Michigan in 1987, and earning a gold medal as a member of the 1988 U.S. Olympic baseball team. He was a leader in the acceptance of disabilities in professional sports, and there were many factors that contributed to his success as a leader of social change. Some of these factors are similar to those that contributed to the success of Jackie Robinson in integrating baseball decades earlier, but there are some key differences.
Gist: Jim Abbott was an award-winning one-handed baseball player who was a leader in the acceptance of disabilities in professional sports.

Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others. As Jackie Robinson’s daughter said in Promises to Keep, “My father never lost hope or gave in to despair.… He once said, ‘A life is not important except for the impact it has on other lives.’” Similarly, the “Jim Abbott” text explains, “In fact, at every step, from Little League on, he kept hearing that his playing days would probably end at that level. But at each new level, Jim proved his doubters wrong.”
Another factor in the success of both athletes was family support. Jim Abbott’s parents always encouraged him to “try things and helped him acquire confidence,” and his father helped him develop a technique to throw and catch the ball with the same hand. Jackie Robinson was strongly supported by his wife, who explained in Promises to Keep how she attended every home game. Both athletes were supported by their families and showed the courage and persistence they needed to succeed.

Gist: The similarities between Jim Abbott and Jackie Robinson are that they both faced adversity with courage and persistence, and both were supported by their families.

While there were similarities, there were, however, some significant differences between both athletes on the road to success. Promises to Keep describes how Jackie Robinson had people like Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner open doors for him. However, the “Jim Abbott” text doesn’t mention anyone who specifically opened doors for Jim Abbott, and seems to suggest that Abbott’s talent spoke for itself in convincing people to give him a chance. Abbott was more alone than Robinson in other ways as well. Promises to Keep explains that there were many other people fighting to end segregation at the same time as Jackie Robinson. His daughter Sharon reflects, “While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African-American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level.” In the text on Jim Abbott, there isn’t any mention of any other athletes with disabilities fighting for the same cause. While Robinson had others around him supporting the fight to end racial segregation, Abbott seems to have fought to overcome prejudice against athletes with disabilities largely on his own.

Gist: The differences were that Jackie Robinson had decision makers who opened doors for him, which Jim Abbott didn’t have. Jackie Robinson also had other African Americans fighting the same cause, while Jim Abbott didn’t seem to have anyone else supporting his cause.
Some of the factors that supported the success of Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott in breaking down barriers in sports are very similar, particularly their personal courage and persistence. This suggests that to be a leader of social change, personal qualities are very important. Jack Abbott’s story is particularly inspiring, however, because it shows us that it is not always necessary to be part of a larger movement to make change happen. Even a single person can make a difference!

Gist: Personal qualities are important to be a leader of social change, and a person can do it alone without being part of a larger group.
List of Athletes

· Jesse Owens (male, track and field)

· Muhammad Ali (male, boxing)

· Renée Richards (female, tennis)

· Fritz Pollard (male, NFL coach)

· Wendell Scott (male, NASCAR)

· Billie Jean King (female, tennis)

· Roberto Clemente (male, baseball)

· Althea Gibson (female, tennis)
Researchers Do These Things Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.5, RI.5.7, W.5.7, W.5.8
· Ask questions about a topic to focus their research

· Determine the structure of a text to be able to locate information to answer research questions quickly

· Locate an answer to a question quickly in multiple sources (print or digital)

· Investigate different aspects of a topic to build knowledge or answer research questions

· Choose and use reliable sources by identifying the publisher, author, bias, accuracy, and timeliness of the source

· Summarize information in notes

· Analyze data and facts, and draw a conclusion

· Think about how new ideas or learning connect to what they already know

· Talk with others to clarify their thinking and deepen their learning about a topic

· Present what they have learned in their research through speaking or writing about the topic

· Cite their sources:

· Author name last, first. Title of text. City of pub. Date of pub. Pages.
Choosing and Using Reliable Internet Sources

W.5.8

You can determine whether an internet source is reliable by identifying the publisher, author, bias, accuracy, and timeliness of the source.

· Publisher: A reliable internet source is usually published by the government (.gov), educational institutions (.edu), or nonprofit organizations (.org). Sometimes internet sources published by commercial organizations (.com) are reliable, but not always.

· Author: You can tell whether an internet source is accurate by looking at who wrote it and checking the writer’s credentials.

· Bias: An internet source that presents both sides of an argument or does not have any bias and that presents facts is also usually reliable.

· Accuracy: A reliable internet source should be visually appealing, clean, and uncluttered, with links that work. It should not have many errors in spelling or grammar.

· Timeliness: An internet source that is reliable is timely; it does not have out-of-date information.
Research Note-Catcher
RI.5.1, W.5.8 
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Name of athlete:


	What change did he/she represent?



	Achievements:




	Factors contributing to success as a leader of social change
	Evidence from the text (cite source: Author name last, first. Title of text. Website. Date accessed.)
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