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Designed Animal and Plant Setting Rubric

(For Teacher Reference)

	Criteria
	Meets
	Partially Meets
	Does Not Meet

	Designed Animal and Background Plants

	I can design a realistic animal that is well adapted to survive in a specific ecosystem.

· Includes structures from real animals

· Structures are appropriate for specific ecosystem
	
	
	

	I can design a background for my animal that includes two plants that would be found in my animal’s ecosystem. 

· Has two or more plants

· Plants are appropriate to the specific ecosystem
	
	
	

	Labels of Structures

	I can create an explanatory model of my animal and the plants that surround it that describes how structures support survival.

· Structures of designed animal are correctly labeled

· Structures of plant are correctly labeled

· Labels explain how the structure supports survival
	
	
	


	Quality of Final Product

	I can create high-quality work. 

· Drawing is neat

· Drawing has details

· Drawing appears realistic

· Writing is clear
	
	
	


Designed Animal and Plant Setting Rubric
	Criteria
	Meets
	Partially Meets
	Does Not Meet

	Designed Animal and Background Plants

	I can design a realistic animal that is well adapted to survive in a specific ecosystem.


	
	
	

	I can design a background for my animal that includes two plants that would be found in my animal’s ecosystem. 


	
	
	

	Labels of Structures

	I can create an explanatory model of my animal and the plants that surround it that describes how structures support survival.


	
	
	

	Quality of Final Product

	I can create high-quality work. 


	
	
	


Peer Critique Checklist

Name: 
 Date:


My peer critique partner is: _____________________________

	Designer:
	Peer Critique Partner

	My designed animal lives in the _________________________ ecosystem.


	Do the structures chosen by the designer make sense for this ecosystem? Why or why not? 



	My animal’s three or four specialized structures are:


	Look at an example of the real structure chosen. How well did the designer recreate each structure?


Praise:

Question:

Suggestion:


Model Survival Argument
Directions: Write a paragraph that argues that your designed animal has internal and external structures that function together to support its survival in a specific ecosystem: 
· Make a claim.

· Use your explanatory model as evidence to support your claim. 

· Explain your reasoning:

· How are your animal’s structures specifically designed for your ecosystem?

· How do your animal’s structures work together as a system to support its survival? 

· Explain how your evidence is sufficient to support your claim.

Question: Does your designed animal have the necessary internal and external structures to survive well in a tundra, desert, or grassland ecosystem?

Claim: I designed a realistic animal that has the internal and external structures that work together to help my animal survive well in a rainforest ecosystem. 

Animals that live in the rainforest need specialized structures because the rainforest has lots of predators and is very wet. My designed animal has structures to survive well in this ecosystem. While there are many structures I could’ve chosen, I have chosen three to focus on—the black feathers, the large eyes, and the sharp claws. For example, it has black feathers. This is because it is nocturnal and the dark feathers help it blend in at night to avoid predators, and the feathers help it stay dry in the wet climate. Also, my animal has long claws to help it climb trees to stay away from predators. There are many trees in the rainforest, and these trees will provide shelter from predators. My animal has large eyes to track nocturnal insects. When it sees an insect, my animal jumps at it and catches it with its claws. The eyes, claws, and teeth all work together as a system to help it get food. This is strong evidence that my animal can survive well in a rainforest because getting enough food is one of the most important parts of survival. I have enough evidence to support my claim that my animal will survive because I have talked about how my animal will get food and stay safe from predators.

Summative Assessment: Survival Argument
Name: 
 Date:


Directions: Write a paragraph that argues that your designed animal has internal and external structures that function together to support its survival in a specific ecosystem. 
· Question: Does your designed animal have the necessary internal and external structures to survive well in a tundra, desert, or grassland ecosystem?

· Make a claim.

· Use your explanatory model as evidence to support your claim. 

· Explain your reasoning:

· How are your animal’s structures specifically designed for your ecosystem?

· How do your animal’s structures work together as a system to support its survival? 

· Explain why this is enough evidence to support your claim. 

Claim: I designed a realistic animal with internal and external structures that work together so that it will survive well in a _______________________ ecosystem. 
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