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Image of Two Water Lilies
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Juuyoh, Tanaka. Water Lily / Nymphaea / 睡蓮(スイレン).” Photograph. Flickr. 27 Aug 2008. 
Web. 21 March 2016.  https://www.flickr.com/photos/tanaka_juuyoh/2809725738/

“Pollination: Bugs and Flowers Work Together”

Name: 
 Date:


Did you know that plants and bugs work together? 

You probably know that some bugs, like bees, beetles, and butterflies, drink nectar, or the sugary liquid inside the flowers of plants. But did you know that plants want bugs to eat their nectar? As bugs collect nectar from the flower, they become covered in pollen from the flower. Pollen is like a special dust that helps flowers reproduce. Then the pollen-covered bugs fly or crawl to the next flower and carry the pollen with them. Pollination happens when a flower gets pollen from another flower. When a flower is pollinated, it is then able to make seeds.

[image: image8.jpg]



Some plants have characteristics, or traits, that certain bugs find attractive. That’s good! Because when seeds are produced, that species of plants has a better chance of survival—the plant’s life cycle will go on! Plants benefit from having characteristics that bugs find attractive.

Here is what some pollinators seem to prefer:
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	Flowers that are visited by bees are usually:
	Flowers that are visited by beetles are usually:
	Flowers that are visited by butterflies are usually:

	· Shaped like a tube, with nectar at the bottom

· Brightly colored with petals that are usually blue or yellow or a mixture of these (bees cannot see red)

· Full of nectar

· Provide landing platform 

· Smell sweet or minty

· Open during the day
	· Bowl-shaped 

· Colored white, to dull white or green

· Provide some nectar 

· Strongly fruity smelling

· Open during the day

· May be large solitary flowers (e.g., magnolias, pond lilies)

· May be clusters of small flowers (goldenrods, Spirea)
	· Growing in clusters or tight clumps 

· Providing landing platforms

· Brightly colored (red, yellow, orange)

· Produce lots of nectar, with nectar deeply hidden

· Open during the day

· May be clusters of small flowers (goldenrods, Spirea)


Written by Erika Hedin for EL Education
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Constructing Paper Water Lilies

(Optional)

Directions
Materials:

· Newspaper (for protecting surfaces)

· Pie pans (one or two per color of food coloring)

· Food coloring (multiple colors)

· Water

· Coffee filters (three per student) 

· Scissors

· Glue

Setup:

· Cover surfaces with newspaper to reduce mess.

· Fill pie plates with 1 inch of water and add 10–20 drops of food coloring to each pie plate. 

· Consider making two pans with the same color but add more drops of food coloring to one pan for a more saturated color.

Procedure:

1. Quickly dip either center or edges of the coffee filters into two pie plates with food coloring.

Dip your coffee filters individually or in a stack.

2. Separate coffee filters for faster dry time. Let coffee filters dry (this should take 10 or more minutes).

3. Stack your dried filters and fold them in half three times (to make eighths).

4. Using scissors, trim the rounded edge into a pointed, petal shape. 

5. Unfold and separate the filters.

6. Cutting along fold lines all the way to the center, cut one petal away from one filter.
7. Cutting along fold lines all the way to the center, cut two petals away from the second filter.

8. Cup the filters with petals cut away, and glue the cut edges together for each filter (creating a narrower circle).

9. Squeeze or brush glue onto the center of the uncut filter.

10. Place the filter with one petal cut away on top, with petals askew. 

11.  Brush glue into the center of the filter with one petal cut away.

12.  Place the filter with two petals cut away on top, with petals askew.

Optional: Cut narrow strips out of the cut-away petals and glue into the center of the water lily as a stamen.  

For photo examples of process, see: http://www.marthastewart.com/971878/coffee-filter-water-lily-how
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