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Engagement Text: “Sam’s Throat Hurts”

Sam woke up one morning. He had slept pretty well, but he still felt tired and weak. He realized he also had a pain in his throat. Then he opened his mouth to call for his dad, and he could not even speak! He could only squeak!

Dad made breakfast for Sam, but he could not eat. Sam did not even want his crunchy toast. He could not get it down his scratchy throat. “Ouch, the pain is bad! I only want some oatmeal,” Sam squeaked. 

Sam could remember other times when his throat hurt this much. He knew Dad would know what to do. “You are burning up,” Dad said. “You have a fever. We should go to the doctor. I will take you after we finish up our breakfast.”

The doctor checked out Sam’s throat. She said his tonsils were very red. “Not every sore throat is this bad, but you have had sore tonsils too many times,” the doctor said. “If we take them out of your throat, you won’t have to worry about this happening anymore. But you will have to go the hospital to have them removed.”

Sam wanted to scream! He was scared it would hurt to have his tonsils taken out. “I know you are scared,” said Dad. “But you will be safe at the hospital. The doctors will know what to do, and then you won’t ever have to worry about a sore throat again and you will heal. And you will get to eat lots of ice cream!”

“Ice cream for breakfast, lunch, and dinner?” Sam asked.

“Sure.” said Dad. So Sam agreed.

After his tonsils were gone, Sam woke up. He asked, “Where am I?” He felt like he was in a dream. Sam’s throat hurt, but the pain wasn’t as bad as he thought it would be. Then he saw Dad and James. They had ice cream! James asked, “Would you like to eat?”

Sam smiled. Now he was very glad he had his tonsils out. “If this is a dream, it is a good dream! I get to have ice cream for all my meals!” said Sam. 
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