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Bossy “r” Anchor Chart

	Bossy “r” Words

	/ar/ words
	/or/ words

	/ər/ sounds

	“ir” words
	“ur” words 
	“er” words


“Bossy ‘r’ Triplets” Story

There once were three cats that lived in a house. Whenever they roamed the neighborhood, you could hear them. The problem was, they all sounded the same! Their names were Kirk, Arthur, and Grover. If you heard them, and didn’t see them, you could never tell them apart.
People thought they were the same cat until one day they got caught in a tree. Up close, they looked completely different.
Kirk was covered in dirt.
Arthur had thick, luxurious fur.
Grover had an orange and white striped pattern.
After this day, they were known as the Bossy “R” Triplets. We knew they sounded the same, but they didn’t actually look the same!
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Word List Guidance

Routine for Using the Word Lists with Students in the Full and Consolidated Alphabetic Groups 

Suggested Routine

1. Teacher shares the Word Lists with students, noting connections to the phonemes/graphemes introduced in the whole group lesson. Teacher reviews the daily independent work time tasks that students should complete.

2. During independent work time on the first day of the cycle:

A. Students read the list of words to themselves or with a friend and circle any that are unfamiliar or that they are not able to read “automatically” (right away; do not need to decode each phoneme separately).

B. Students sort words into categories (see Sorting Words Template). Students write or cut and paste at least five words for each category. 

C. At the end of independent work time, students return their lists and their completed Sorting Words Template to the teacher. These are their exit tickets for the first day. (Teacher looks through, noting any challenges or misconceptions, to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.) 

3. During independent work time on the second day of the cycle:

D. Students choose three to five words from the Word List. Students write a sentence with each word. This is their exit ticket for the second day. (Teacher later looks through, noting any issues—such as failure to capitalize the first word in the sentence, improper punctuation, or misspelling or misuse of word—to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.)

Other suggestions for using the Word Lists:  

E. Students find and identify words with similar patterns from their AIR books to add to the sort.  

F. Students identify nouns and create an illustration of the person, place, thing, or animal. 

G. Students sort words in different ways: concept, affix, syllable number, syllable type, etc.
Word List

	birch

bird

birth

dirt

firm

first

girl

sir

shirt

skirt

stir


	burn 

burned

burst

church

curb

curl

curve

fur

hurl

hurt

lurk

spur


	her

jerk

perk

stern

twerp

herd

fern

perch

term

verb

clerk

germ 

serve
	third

thirst 

whirl

flirt

smirk

twirl

swirl 

strive

birdbath 

infirm

skirmish 

	surf

turn 

spurn

nurse

purse

turf

disturb 

furnish

return

suburb

burden

further
	alert

northern

cover

crater

spider

super

tiger

anger

banker

brother 

flower

furnish

hunger
	number 

later

paper

corner

laser 

farmer

super

hammer

performer

chatter


	turnip 

turbo

turnpike

surplus 




Word Card Template

	stern
	fern
	germ

	thirst
	birth
	fur

	hurl
	term
	curb

	perk
	church
	whirl

	girl
	burn
	bird


	Sorting Words Template

/ər/ sound

	“er”
	“ir”
	“ur”
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