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Poem: “The Busy Sun”

When the sun wakes up, it lights up the sky.

Then the moon goes to sleep and doesn’t ask why.

When the sun wakes up, it warms up the trees.

Then you know what starts buzzing ... the fat bumblebees.

When the sun wakes up, it shines on the lake.

What fun plans for swimming then we can make.

Then the sun says good night

And it turns out the light

Until the next day when again it’s in sight.
Reader’s Toolbox Routine: Lesson Planning and Recording Template

Teaching Notes

· The most effective way to read words is by using letter-sound information (the visual cuing system). Other cueing systems (including meaning and syntax) are confirmatory tools. The purpose of this routine is to show readers how to use these tools in tandem when solving an unknown word in a text. 
· Always encourage the students to first use all of the visual cues (letter sound information) they can to solve a word and only then to use the other tools in their toolbox. 

	Setting (circle one):      small group              whole group           other (describe)

	“Tool” to be introduced and/or reviewed in this lesson (circle one):

Look at the picture(s) 

Use background knowledge 

Look at the sentence (syntax; what would sound right in the sentence) 

Analogy (does it look like a word you know?)

Other: 

	Long Term Target: I can use different tools from my Reader’s Toolbox to read words I don’t know in a text.

Daily target: 

· I can use ____________________ (e.g. “picture tool”) from my Reader’s Toolbox to read words I don’t know in a text.

	Text for this lesson:
	Other Materials Needed:


	Component
	Planning Notes 
	Record Observations

	Introduce Purpose (target)

“If using my knowledge of letter-sound patterns (my main tool) isn’t working I can STOP and try another tool. Today we’ll be learning about using _____ as a tool.”
	
	

	Modeling for Students:

· Teacher models trying to use the letter-sound information (main tool) on a word first, then introduces the new tool and how to use it.
	
	

	Guided Practice:

· Teacher invites students to try out this new tool on the text with a partner. 

· Reminds students to try main tool (letter-sound information) when they get stuck on a word, then try the new tool. 

· Teacher models with a student. 

· Teacher distributes texts to partners and explains management of the activity as needed.
	
	


Letter-Picture Match Cards

	a
	e
	i

	o
	u
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