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Engagement Text: 
“The Bowling Alley”

Josh is poking his nose around the alley, looking for dinner, when he sees something strange next to a trash can. It is taller than he is and shaped sort of like a person with no legs or arms. It is white with a red ring around its neck. “What could it be?” he thinks. “It looks sort of like a jug for water.”

Then Chip walks around the corner. “A bowling pin!” says Chip. “I snuck into the bowling alley once. They have some great snacks in there. Anyway, I saw a bunch of these. You set them up and roll a ball at them to try to knock them over.”

“Sounds fun,” says Josh. “Wanna try?”

They search for more pins. They find five; not a whole set but still enough to play. They set the pins up in the middle of their alley, just like Chip had seen at the bowling alley.

“What about a ball?” asks Chip.

“We can use a soccer ball!” says Josh. “I think it has a hole in it, so a kid threw it away in the trash can next to my rat hole yesterday.”

Josh rolls the ball over. It is a little flat, but it will work. Chip pushes the ball with his front paws as hard as he can. He only hits one pin.

“I can do better than that!” boasts Josh. He sets the pin back up with the rest. Then he rolls the ball back over and pushes it with all his strength. He hits two pins.

“I was just warming up,” says Chip. He sets the pins back up, rolls the ball over, closes his eyes, and pushes the soccer ball with all his might. Four pins tip over. The last one wobbles back and forth. Will it tip over? Yes! The fifth pin tips over. Chip is the winner.

“I will practice, and I will beat you next time. Now that we have our own bowling alley, we can play whenever we want!” says Josh.
Decodable Student Reader Routine 
Planning and Recording Template

	Students:
	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title: 

	Components 
	Planning
	Record Observation

	Whisper Read

If the majority of the group needs more support reading some words or pages with automaticity and fluency:

· Echo read the text again (teacher reads a page then students echo)

· Choral read as a group so that teacher can support and guide as needed

· Revisit a specific word or group of words in the text and remind students of the spelling pattern, pronunciation of the high-frequency word, etc.
	Note potential teaching point(s):
	


	Students:
	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title: 

	Components 
	Planning
	Record Observation

	Possible Comprehension Questions

· Is this fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? (RL.5, RI.5)
· What happened in the story (response should include characters, important details, and be told in the order the events happened in the story)? (RL.2)

· Who are the characters in the story? (RL.1)

· What was the problem in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the solution of the story? (RL.1)

· What is the main topic of the text? (RI.2)
· Name 3 key details about the main topic. (RI.1)
· What does this text feature tell you about the main topic? (RI.5)
· How does the illustration help you understand the topic? (RI.7)
	Questions to Ask:
	


	Students:
	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title: 

	Components 
	Planning
	Record Observation

	Word and Patterns Questions

These questions should connect first to the spelling pattern and high-frequency words from the current cycle, but can also include questions about other taught spelling patterns and high-frequency words.
	Words and patterns to 
call out:
	

	Buddy Reading 

(one student reads aloud while the other follows along then switch), possibly using this time to provide fluency feedback if students are familiar with this routine
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High-Frequency Words Sheet A
	is
	
	it

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Letter Sheet B
	a
	a
	a
	a
	a
	l
	l
	l

	l
	l
	l
	l
	l
	l
	l
	o

	o
	o
	o
	o
	n
	n
	n
	n

	n
	e
	e
	e
	e
	e
	
	


High-Frequency Words Sheet B
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