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Engagement Text: “Baseball”

Baseball is a fun game to play and watch. We call baseball a pastime. We say it is America’s pastime because it has been played and watched for many years. 

Boys and girls play baseball in backyards, on playgrounds, in the street, and on baseball fields. Some kids even use a long stick to hit the ball instead of a bat!

Baseball can be played during the day in the sunshine. Or sometimes games are played at night under very bright lights. Fans sit in the stands and cheer on their favorite team. 

Each team tries to score points by hitting the ball and running around the bases. First, the batter tries to hit the ball. If the ball is hit, the batter runs to first base, then second base, then third. If he or she gets to home plate, he or she scores a run and gets a point! 

If the batter hits the ball really far and runs around all the bases at once, it is called a home run. Sometimes the batter slides into home plate. All the fans cheer when their team hits a home run!

The players in the field try to get the batter out. If the batter is out, he or she cannot get to a base and score a point. If a player in the field catches a ball in the air, then the batter is out. If a player in the field tags the batter or tags the base before the batter runs there, then the batter is out. 

In baseball, the players hit and run and catch and slide. The fans watch and cheer and taste hot dogs, too. There is so much to see and do! That is why baseball is America’s pastime! Do you like to play baseball?
High-Frequency Word Cards
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	time
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