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Engagement Text: 
“James and Sam Make a Flame”

James is Sam’s friend from school. Sam invites him to go on a camping trip. This is his first camping trip. Sam and Dad want to show James all there is to see in the forest.
It is a nice day for a hike! Dad finds a path around the lake. As Dad and Sam and James walk in a line under the trees—
acorns crunch under their feet,
a squirrel chatters from a tree,
a bird chirps from the sky,
a deer peeks out from behind some leaves, and
a dragonfly whizzes by.
James says, “There is so much to hear and see in the forest!”
They cross a bubbly stream. A snake squiggles across the path. James has never seen a snake in real life before. He is a little scared. He says, “Are we safe from the snake?” Dad says, “Yes, we are safe.”
They jump over a big log. A hive of busy bees hides inside. James is afraid the bees might sting him. He says, “Are we safe?” Dad says, “Yes, we are safe.”
The path leads back to the lake. It is time to take a rest. Dad says, “We will stop here at the fire pit and make a fire. You can help me find sticks, but I will make the fire. That way, we will all stay safe!”
Sam and James find some sticks and put them in a pile. Then Dad helps them make a flame. “Look,” says James, “we made a fire! This is just like the fireplace at Grandma’s house.”
Dad and Sam and James sit by the fire and talk about their day. James says, “Today in the forest I saw a chattering squirrel, a chirping bird, and a peeking deer. I saw a dragonfly, a squiggly snake, and a hive of busy bees. And I helped make a fire!” 
James looks at the flames. “This feels like home. And I feel safe.” Then James smiles. “Let’s go camping again soon!”

High-Frequency Word Cards

	like
	are
	they

	make
	
	


Snapshot Assessment (optional)

Target: 

· I can read high-frequency words (including irregularly spelled words).

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________

	WORDS
	MET
	NOT MET
	NOTES

	are
	
	
	

	like
	
	
	

	they
	
	
	

	snake
	
	
	

	safe
	
	
	

	lake
	
	
	

	flame
	
	
	

	make
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