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Word List Guidance

Note to teacher: Most students at this point in first grade can likely make grapho-phonemic connections representative of the Full Alphabetic phase of word acquisition. Accompanying this lesson is a Word List to be used with students in the Full and Consolidated Alphabetic phases; it includes patterns connected to the cycle in this lesson. Consider using some or all of the words on this list based on your students’ needs. For example, if some students working in the Full Alphabetic phase are not automatic with all consonant clusters, start with two-syllable words without consonant clusters (example: “admit”).

Suggested Routine

1. Teacher shares the Word Lists with students, noting connections to the phonemes/graphemes introduced in the whole group lesson. Teacher reviews the daily independent work time tasks that students should complete.

2. During independent work time on the first day of the cycle:

A. Students read the list of words to themselves or with a friend and circle any that are unfamiliar or that they are not able to read “automatically” (right away; do not need to decode each phoneme separately).

B. Students sort words into categories (see Sorting Words Template). Students write or cut and paste at least five words for each category. 

C. At the end of independent work time, students return their lists and their completed Sorting Words Template to the teacher. These are their exit tickets for the first day. (Teacher looks through, noting any challenges or misconceptions, to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.) 

3. During independent work time on the second day of the cycle:

D. Students choose three to five words from the Word List. Students write a sentence with each word. This is their exit ticket for the second day. (Teacher later looks through, noting any issues—such as failure to capitalize the first word in the sentence, improper punctuation, or misspelling or misuse of word—to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.)

4. Other suggestions for using the Word Lists:  

E. Students find and identify words with similar patterns from their AIR books to add to the sort.  

F. Students identify nouns and create an illustration of the person, place, thing, or animal. 

G. Students sort words in different ways: concept, affix, syllable number, syllable type, etc.

Syllable Sleuth Word List
	magnet

	nutmeg

	campus

	tablet

	dentist


Word List

	absent

admit

bandit

basket

blanket

cactus

campus

candid

catnip
	cobweb

consent

contact

content

contest

crimson

dentist

discuss

extend

falcon

fungus
	goblet

index

infant

infect

insect

intend

magnet

mantis

market

mascot

napkin
	nutmeg

pencil

picnic

pigment

problem 

random shipment

signal

subject

submit

sunset
	tablet

tonsil

unless

until

upset

velvet

wisdom


Word Card Template
	ab
	sent
	ad
	mit
	ban
	dit

	bas
	ket
	blan
	ket
	cac
	tus

	cam
	pus
	can
	did
	cat
	nip

	cob
	web
	con
	sent
	con
	tact

	con
	test
	crim
	son
	den
	tist

	dis
	cuss
	ex
	tend
	fal
	con

	fun
	gus
	gob
	let
	in
	dex

	in
	fant
	in
	fect
	in
	sect


	in
	tend
	mag
	net
	man
	tis 

	mar
	ket
	mas
	cot
	nap
	kin

	nut
	meg
	pen
	cil
	pic
	nic

	pig
	ment
	prob
	lem
	ran
	dom

	ship
	ment
	sig
	nal
	sub
	ject

	sub
	mit
	sun
	set
	tab
	let

	ton
	sil
	un
	less
	un
	til

	up
	set
	vel
	vet
	wis
	dom


Sorting Words Template

	Compound Words
	Noncompound Words
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