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Tools Paleontologists Use Anchor Chart

Answers, for Teacher Reference
RI.2.1, RI.2.4, W.2.7

Note to Teachers: The responses on this chart may vary. The bottom half of the chart will be completed during the focused read-aloud in Lesson 11. When drawing this chart on chart paper, leave enough room to post tool pictures and fill in written descriptions of each tool’s use.

	Tool Picture
	Tools Used to Discover
	How Tool Is Used

	
	paper and pencil
	draw fossil so they know its location in the rock

	
	drill
	separate fossil from larger rocks

	
	pickax and chisel
	separate fossil from larger rocks

	
	toothbrush
	remove rock and dust bits

	Tool Picture
	Tools Used to Study
	How Tool Is Used

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Tools Paleontologists Use for Discovery 
Picture Cards 

RI.2.1, RI.2.4, W.2.7

Note to Teachers: Copy and cut apart each image. When adding information to the Tools Paleontologists Use anchor chart, add relevant picture cards in the “Tool Picture” column.

	paper and pencil
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	pickax

[image: image2.jpg]




	drill
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	chisel
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	toothbrush
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Paleontologist’s Notebook
	Paleontologist’s Notebook
Name:_____________________________________________________




Paleontologist’s Notebook

Page 1

W.2.2

Tools Paleontologists Use to Discover Fossils
	


Paleontologists use many tools to discover fossils.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
These tools help them to do their work.

Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 1
W.2.2

Tools Paleontologists Use to Discover Fossils
	(picture of paleontologist using the tool mentioned in the paragraph below)




Paleontologists use many tools to discover fossils.

Paleontologists use paper and pencil to draw what the fossil looks like and where it is.

These tools help them to do their work.

Paleontologist’s Notebook

Page 2
W.2.2

Tools Paleontologists Use to Study Fossils

	


__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 2

W.2.2

Tools Paleontologists Use to Study Fossils
	(picture of paleontologist using one of the tools mentioned in the paragraph below)




Paleontologists use lots of different tools to study fossils. They use pliers and saws to remove plaster. They use glue to stick together broken pieces. All of these tools help paleontologists when they study fossils.

Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 3
A Famous Paleontologist Model:
Mary Anning was a very famous fossil hunter.

She looked for fossils with her dog, Tray, on the cliffs by her home. She discovered a big sea creature called Ithichthyosaur.

Mary Anning grew up to be a paleontologist.

Paleontologist’s Notebook
(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 3
A Famous Paleontologist Model:

Mary Anning was a very famous fossil hunter.

She looked for fossils with her dog, Tray, on the cliffs by her home. She discovered a big sea creature called Ithichthyosaur.

Mary Anning grew up to be a paleontologist.

Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 4
W.2.2
A Famous Paleontologist
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Paleontologist’s Notebook
(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 4
W.2.2
A Famous Paleontologist

Barnum Brown was a famous paleontologist. He found many different dinosaur skeletons. He even discovered the first t-rex bones!! He worked hard to discover new fossils.

Paleontologist’s Notebook 

Page 5
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.
1. I notice 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
2. I notice 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

My inference is that 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
I think this because 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 5
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.

3. I notice 
this looks like an animal that used to be alive at one time.

4. I notice
this object is hard, like stone.
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

My inference is that

this is a fossil of a fish.

I think this because
fossils represent something that used to be alive and are hardened in stone.

Paleontologist’s Notebook 

Page 6
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.
5. I notice 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

6. I notice 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

My inference is that 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

I think this because 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Paleontologist’s Notebook
(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 6
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.
7. I notice 
the impressions are round.

8. I notice

the impressions have bumps in the middle.
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

My inference is that

this impression was made by a coin.

I think this because
the size, shape and texture I can see in the impression makes me think 

of a coin.

Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 7
W.2.8
“What are the steps of fossilization?”

Step 1
	–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––


Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 7
W.2.8

“What are the steps of fossilization?”

Step 1

	(picture of fish dying and sinking to ocean floor)
The fish dies and sinks. Then sand covers it.





Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 8
W.2.8
Step 2

	–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––


Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 8
W.2.8

Step 2
	(picture of fish’s body decaying and sand covering it)
Sand covers the fish’s body. The body decays.




Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 9
W.2.8

Step 3
	––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––



Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 9
W.2.8
Step 3

	(picture of fish’s body under layers of sand)

The fish is under many layers of sand. Pressure turns the sand around it 

into rock.



Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 10
W.2.8
Step 4
	––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––



Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 10
W.2.8

Step 4
	(picture of water drops and minerals going into the fish’s bones)
Water and minerals turn the bones into fossils.



Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 11
W.2.8

Step 5
	––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––




Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 11
W.2.8

Step 5
	(a picture of a fish fossil being found by a paleontologist or a fish fossil at the surface)

The fossil is pushed to the surface. It is found!



Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 12
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.

9. I notice
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

10. I notice
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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 Use your observations to make an inference.
My inference is that 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
I think this because 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 12
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.

11. I notice

that this fossil has sharp teeth.


12. I notice

Responses will vary.
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 Use your observations to make an inference.
My inference is that
this animal ate meat.

I think this because
the sharp teeth could cut meat.

Paleontologist’s Notebook
Page 13

	Where the Fossil is Today
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	The Coral in Its Natural Habitat
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.

13. I notice the fossil is in a place that
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

14. I notice the living thing is in a place that 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

I infer that in this place, a long time ago, the earth 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 13

	Where the Fossil is Today
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	The Coral in Its Natural Habitat
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.

15. I notice the fossil is in a place that 

the coral is on top of a rock.

16. I notice the living thing is in a place that 

is underwater. It is in the ocean.
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 Use your observations to make an inference.

I infer that in this place, a long time ago, the earth

was an ocean in that place!

Paleontologist’s Notebook

Page 14

	Where the Fossil Is Today
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	The Tree In Its Natural Habitat
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.
17. I notice the fossil is in a place that
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

18. I notice the living thing is in a place that 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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 Use your observations to make an inference.
I infer that in this place, a long time ago, the earth 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Paleontologist’s Notebook

(Example, For Teacher Reference)
Page 14
	Where the Fossil Is Today
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	The Tree In Its Natural Habitat
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 Look closely. Write two observations you have.
19. I notice the fossil is in a place that
is very dry. There are not a lot of other trees there.


20. I notice the living thing is in a place that 

has lots of trees. It is in a forest.
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Use your observations to make an inference.

I infer that in this place, a long time ago, the earth 

was a forest.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 2: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 10


Speaking, Reading, and Writing: 


Tools Paleontologists Use to


Discover Fossils
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