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Narrative Writing Checklist

W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6

Name: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Narrative Writing
	Characteristics of My First Person Rainforest Narrative
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.9
	I use information from sources to craft the characters, setting, or events in my story.
	
	

	W.5.3.a
	The events in my narrative are clear and connected.
	
	

	W.5.3.a
	I use details and description to introduce the narrator and establish the situation.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	My narrative has a central problem.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	I organize events in a sequence that unfolds naturally.
	
	

	W.5.3b
	I use dialogue and description to show what characters are doing, thinking, and feeling and how they respond to situations.
	
	

	W.5.3b
	I “slow down” important events by adding detail and use transitions to “speed up” events that are not important.
	
	

	W.5.3c
	I use a variety of transitional words and phrases to show the sequence of events.
	
	

	W.5.3d

L.5.3 (partial)

L.5.6
	I include sensory details and choose words carefully to help the reader imagine experiences or events.
	
	

	W.5.3e
	My narrative has a satisfying conclusion.
	
	

	W.5.4

L.5.3 (partial)
	I use a narrative voice that is appropriate to the story I’m telling and engages the reader.
	
	

	L.5.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Narrative Texts Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)
RL.5.2, RL.5.10, W.5.3, W.5.4

Directions: Write the following on a piece of chart paper before this lesson, leaving space at the bottom to add to it throughout the unit.

Narratives 
· Narratives tell a story about real events or imagined experiences. They can be told from a first person (I) or third person (he/she) point of view.
· Narratives have a clear sequence of events that makes sense and is easy to understand. These texts have:
· A beginning that establishes the situation and introduces the characters and/or narrator

Narrative Planning Graphic Organizer: 
“Bite at Night”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5
	Beginning
	Middle
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Establish a situation.
· What is happening?
Meg wakes up from a dream, needs to walk to the outhouse in the dark

· What is the setting?
Camp in Cameroon, nighttime, in a tent over a spot where a poisonous snake likes to sleep
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Introduce the characters.

· Who is the narrator? Meg
· What does the reader need to know about him/her? She’s a rainforest scientist.
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Describe a problem.

· What is the problem? 
Meg has no flashlight and steps in a nest of army ants. 
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Explain how the character(s) respond to the problem.
· What does the narrator think, feel, or do when the problem occurs?
screams, jumps up and down
· What does he/she say?
“Owww … owww … owww!”

	Middle
	End

	[image: image5.jpg]



· What do other characters think, feel, or do?
Everyone wakes up and comes running; think Meg has been bitten by a Gabon viper; worried.

· What do they say?
“Oh, no, she’s been bitten by a snake; this could be really bad!”
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Provide a solution/resolution.

· How is the problem solved/resolved?
Meg tells everyone it was just ants. They bring her a flashlight so she can find her first aid kit. Meg vows never to go out without a flashlight again.


Narrative Planning Graphic Organizer: 
“Bite at Night”

W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5

	Beginning
	Middle
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Establish a situation.

· What is happening?
· What is the setting?
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Introduce the characters.
· Who is the narrator?
· What does the reader need to know about him/her?
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Describe a problem.

· What is the problem? 
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Explain how the character(s) respond to the problem.
· What does the narrator think, feel, or do when the problem occurs?

· What does he/she say?



	Middle
	End
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· What do other characters think, feel, or do?

· What do they say?
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Provide a solution/resolution.
· How is the problem solved/resolved?


Narrative Writing Checklist

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Narrative Writing
	Characteristics of My First Person Rainforest Narrative
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.9
	I use information from sources to craft the characters, setting, or events in my story.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	The events in my narrative are clear and connected.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	I use details and description to introduce the narrator and establish the situation.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	My narrative has a central problem.
	
	

	W.5.3a
	I organize events in a sequence that unfolds naturally.
	
	

	W.5.3b
	I use dialogue and description to show what characters are doing, thinking, and feeling and how they respond to situations.
	· I expand sentences to add concrete words and sensory details to show what characters are thinking, feeling, and doing. Lesson 7
· I use interjections in dialogue to express characters’ sudden emotions. Lesson 8
	

	W.5.3b
	I “slow down” important events by adding detail and use transitions to “speed up” events that are not important.
	· Speed up time: I use transition words and phrases to span time. Lesson 6
· Speed up time: I combine and/or reduce sentences to briefly describe events that aren’t important. Lesson 6
· Slow down time: I expand sentences to add concrete words and sensory details to build anticipation and to help readers imagine events and experiences. Lesson 7
· Slow down time: I add dialogue to show how characters respond to events and to advance the action in the story.
	

	W.5.3c
	I use a variety of transitional words and phrases to show the sequence of events.
	· I use timely transitions to span time. Lesson 6
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Narrative Writing
	Characteristics of My First Person Rainforest Narrative
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.3d

L.5.3 (partial)

L.5.6
	I include sensory details and choose words carefully to help the reader imagine experiences or events.
	· I expand sentences to add concrete words and sensory details to build anticipation and to help readers imagine events and experiences. Lesson 7
	

	W.5.3e
	My narrative has a satisfying conclusion.
	
	

	W.5.4

L.5.3 (partial)
	I use a narrative voice that is appropriate to the story I’m telling and engages the reader.
	
	

	L.5.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Narrative Planning Graphic Organizer: 
Partner Narrative

W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5

Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________
	Beginning
	Middle
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Establish a situation.

· What is happening?
· What is the setting?
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Introduce the characters.
· Who is the narrator?

· What does the reader need to know about him/her?
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Describe a problem.
· What is the problem? 
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Explain how the character(s) respond to the problem.
· What does the narrator think, feel, or do when the problem occurs?

· What does he/she say?

	Middle
	End
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· What do other characters think, feel, or do?
· What do they say?
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Provide a solution/resolution.
· How is the problem solved/resolved?
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 2: Unit 3: Lesson 2


Writing Narrative Texts: Planning and Drafting the Beginning of a First Person Narrative
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