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“Bite at Night”

I was having a dream about working on the inflatable raft in the afternoon heat. I was floating above the rainforest canopy, attached by my harness, and I was sampling leaves on the emergent layer. I was just reaching for another leaf when suddenly there was a loud bang. I woke up with a start and sat up suddenly, my heart pounding. It was pitch black as I looked around, and I couldn’t figure out where I was or what I was doing there. It took me a few moments to realize that I wasn’t on the inflatable raft after all. I was in my tent, it was the middle of the night, and a loud noise had woken me up. I could still hear the rustling of something moving around nearby. “Calm down, you silly thing,” I said to myself, “it’s only a creature foraging for a midnight snack!” 

I lay back again and spent the next thirty minutes tossing and turning, trying to get back to sleep. Eventually, I determined that to go back to sleep, I needed first to visit the bathroom. The bathroom was in an outhouse a short walk from my tent. One thing I always worried about when walking around in Cameroon, particularly in the dark, was the Gabon viper, one of West Africa’s deadliest snakes. I knew that at least one of those venomous snakes slept under the platform of my tent, and I certainly didn’t want to run into one of them at night. 

Quickly, I threw on some clothes and started walking toward the outhouse, listening intently for the sound of a snake slithering through foliage toward me. Clumsy from sleep, I caught my foot on something and nearly fell to my knees. I didn’t want to put my hands on the ground, for fear of touching something sinister. I managed to save myself without touching anything and muttered under my breath, “Yikes! For goodness sake, woman, be more careful.” I was wide awake now and chastised myself for not bringing my flashlight. 

A few steps later, I could just make out the outline of the outhouse about 100 feet away, exposed by the rays of moonlight that were penetrating the gaps in the dense canopy. I relaxed a little to know I was nearly there. 

Suddenly, I felt a sharp, searing, bite-like pain on my right ankle. “Ouch! What was that?” I gasped with surprise. I was reaching down to try to touch it when I felt it again, this time in a different spot further down my foot. In a matter of milliseconds, my entire lower leg and foot felt as though they were on fire. It felt like a thousand burning-hot needles were repeatedly being stabbed into my skin. Then it started on the other leg too. Very quickly, the pain was so intense that I couldn’t think about anything else. The pain consumed me. I forgot that it was the middle of the night and everyone else in the camp would be sleeping. I started to jump up and down, hopping from one foot to the other. “Oh my goodness, owwwwwwwwwwwwwww!” I screamed. “Owwwwwwwww, owwwwwwww, owwwwwwww!” 

After the initial shock, I began to regain my senses and became aware of the noise of people in the camp waking up and calling out to one another, “Oh no! It sounds like she’s been bitten by the Gabon viper. This could be bad!” I heard the footsteps of people running toward me and saw lights flicking on and getting brighter as they approached. I caught glimpses of concerned faces in the flashlight beams. 

Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately. “Calm down, everyone,” I shouted. “It’s nothing to worry about. I stumbled into a battalion of army ants who are eating me alive. I was startled and it hurts, but I’m going to be all right.” 

I heard the grunts of displeasure as they all understood that I had awakened them for no reason, and most people started to head back to their tents. Someone loaned me a flashlight so that I could safely make it to the outhouse and then back to my tent, where I located my first aid kit and nursed my wounds.
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Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: “Bite at Night”
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Name: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________
	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “I was having a dream …”
· Ending at “… a midnight snack!”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “I lay back again …”
· Ending at “… them at night.”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Quickly, I threw on …”
· Ending at “… I was nearly there.”
	
	
	

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “Suddenly, I felt …”
· Ending at “… owwwwwwwww, owwwwww!”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “After the initial shock ...”
· Ending at “… nursed my wounds.”
	
	
	


Language Dive Guide I: “Bite at Night”

(For Teacher Reference)

Rationale

This sentence was chosen for its complexity, its use of the subordinating conjunction even though, and its connection to future content. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but slow down to focus on the highlighted structure Even though I was in a lot of pain. Students will apply their understanding of the structure of this sentence when discussing subordinating conjunctions in Lesson 3 and when writing the ending of their narratives in Lesson 4.

Time: 20 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive

	Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.
After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.
Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.
Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.
For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.

	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence in the second to final paragraph of “Bite at Night”: Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately. 

· Invite students to chorally read the sentence aloud with you, then ask them to turn to a partner and take turns reading the sentence aloud.
· Ask:
“What is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.) 
“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

	· If necessary, follow a process similar to the one below for each key word in the sentence that is unfamiliar to students.

· Tell students that you will give them time to use their dictionary, and write or sketch on their note-catcher. Say: 

“There are some words in this sentence you might not know: realized, alleviate, concerns. Place your finger on alleviate. What is the translation of alleviate in our home languages? What is the meaning of alleviate? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” 
(saatsarhcayninekyaungg in Burmese; reduce, relieve, lessen help them worry less)
· After providing time, call on student volunteers to share. Ask other students to choose one translation to quietly repeat. Invite them to say their chosen translation aloud when you give the signal. Choral repeat the translations and the word in English. Invite self- and peer correction of the pronunciation of the translations and the English.

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: Even though I was in a lot of pain,
· Ask:

“Who is this sentence about? Who does I refer to?” (Meg)
“What does ‘in a lot of pain’ mean? Can you show me what your face looks like when you are in a lot of pain? Sketch Meg’s response on your note-catcher.” 
(experiencing or feeling much discomfort; suffering; “It hurts.”)
“So who was in a lot of pain?” (Meg) 
“Why was Meg in pain? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (The remainder of the paragraph explains that she was bitten by a battalion of ants.)
· Display and read aloud the following chunk: I realized
· Ask:

“Who is this chunk about? Who does I refer to?” (Meg) 
“What did Meg do?” (figured out, finally understood very clearly)
“What does the – ed ending on the verb tell us?” (the action happened in the past)
· Display and read aloud the following chunk: that I needed to alleviate

· Ask:

“What did Meg realize that she needed to do?” (lessen, reduce)
“What similarities do you notice between the phrases ‘realized that’ and ‘needed to’?” (Both phrases have a verb ending in -ed for past tense meaning. Both are preceded with a subject, I.)

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: their concerns immediately.

· Ask:

“Who is this chunk about? Who does their refer to?” (other people in the camp)
“What did Meg realize that she needed to alleviate?” (other people’s worries)
“What were the other people’s concerns?” (Meg’s pain, Meg screaming)
“What did Meg say to alleviate their concerns?” (“Calm down, everyone …”) 
“Why did the author add the word immediately?” (to show that the concerns were urgent, so should be alleviated as soon as possible)

	Reconstruct

	· Scramble the sentence strip chunks so that the sentence doesn’t make sense and display them so all students can see.

· Ask students to come to the front and put the chunks in the correct order for the whole class to see. 

· Point to and read the entire sentence on display: Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately.

· Invite students in small groups to role-play the sentence, with some students taking the role of Meg and others the role of the people in the camp.  

· Ask:

“Can you figure out why the writer wrote even though? What is another way to say even though?” (to show this chunk of the sentence is in contrast to the next chunk; to show that Meg is in pain but will still do something else next; to show that the meaning of one chunk of a sentence is opposite or different from the meaning of the next chunk; though, although)
“Was it easy for Meg to alleviate other people’s concerns?” (No.)
· If productive, cue students to provide evidence:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (She was in pain.)

· Ask:

“Now break this sentence into two basic parts. Write the two parts on your note-catcher.” (Even though I was in a lot of pain / I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns.)

“Put them back into one sentence.” (Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately.)

“Why do these two basic parts seem contrasting or strange in the same sentence?” (Because it’s difficult to take care of other people’s worries when you are in pain.)

“Which phrase does the writer use to tell us these two events contrast? Circle the phrase.” (Even though)

	“Does this sentence help us tell the beginning of the story? Or the middle with the main problem of the story? Or the end, where the problem is solved?” (not the beginning, but probably the middle or the end)

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

	Practice

	· Display the sentence frame: 
Even though I _____, I realized that _____.
(Even though + subject + predicate, + subject + predicate.)

· Say: 

“This is a sentence frame to show contrast. Which words show contrast? (Even though)

“Use the frame to say your own contrast sentence to your partner. Talk about something in your own life.”

· Consider modeling with: Even though I brought my bag, I realized that I forgot my keys.

· Display the question:
Think about the phrase even though in this sentence. Can you figure out the rules for using even though in your writing?

· Say:

“We are going to play with this sentence two more times in Lessons 3 and 4. Meanwhile, please think about the rules for using even though in your writing.”
· Say and call on volunteers: 

“Can you post the language chunks around the room on the appropriate Language Chunk Wall?”
· Examples:

	Language to connect words, phrases, clauses
	Verbs and verb phrases (actions and states)
	Language to make references

	Even though I was in a lot of pain,
	Even though I was in a lot of pain,

I realized 

that I needed to alleviate
	Even though I was in a lot of pain,

I realized 

that I needed to alleviate

their concerns immediately.


Language Dive Note-catcher I: “Bite at Night”

Even though I was in a lot of pain, I realized that I needed to alleviate their concerns immediately.
	Meg’s face showing a lot of pain


	Sentence basic part #1 
	Sentence basic part #2


Even though I _____________________, I realized that _____________________.
(Even though + subject + predicate, + subject + predicate.)

Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks I: 
“Bite at Night”

Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide.
	Even though I was in a lot of pain,

	I realized

	that I needed to alleviate

	their concerns immediately.
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Preparing to Write: Determining Characteristics of the Format
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