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This is Sam. Sam had always 
walked to get where he 
wanted to go. Sometimes, 
he would ride the bus or the 
subway train with Dad. But 
not by himself.
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Sam was afraid. He was 
afraid he would not know 
when to get off  the train. But 
he wanted to try it anyway. 
He would be brave.

Now there was a new subway 
train stop. It was very close to 
where Sam and Dad lived. Dad 
said, “Sam, do you want to 
ride the subway train alone?”
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Sam was still a little afraid. 
But he would be brave. He said 
it all again to Dad. “We will get 
a pass. Then I will get on the 
train. I will get off after two 
stops. Then I will wait for you.” 
Sam was ready.

Dad explained, “I will pay for  
a subway pass. Then you will 
get on the train. You will get 
off after two stops. I will walk 
to the train stop. You will wait 
for me. OK?”
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He felt like he was waiting for 
a long time. Then, the subway 
train came. He got on. One 
stop. Then at stop two, he got 
off. He walked up the stairs. 
He waited.

Sam and Dad walked to the 
subway train stop. Dad paid 
for a subway pass for Sam.  
 “Two stops. Then get off and 
wait for me.” “OK,” said Sam. 
Dad left. Sam looked down at 
the subway rails and waited.
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Dad walked up. “You did it, 
Sam! I will still help you for 
now. But in a little while, you 
will be able to ride with no 
help.” Sam had a big grin 
on his face. How do you think 
Sam felt?


