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“The Story of Lonely Q”
One sunny day in Alphabet Village, all the letters were outside playing games and having fun. All the letters were playing with their best friends, making all their letter sounds. The letter S was sliding down the slide squealing, “s-s-s-s-s!” The letter M was marching on Main Street saying, “m-m-m-m-m.” The letters C and H were chasing each other around the chestnut tree. The vowels A, E, I, O, and U were playing baseball in the open field, where the letter Y sometimes joined them.
All the letters were having another fun day in Alphabet Village, except for Q. Q was a very lonely letter who watched the other letters playing outside the window. Q was lonely because he was different from the other letters and couldn’t make his sound by himself. He tried day after day, but only a teensy tiny kind of sound came out, and none of his friends could hear it. He wanted to be outside playing with the other letters and making his sound.
When U was walking under the bridge on her way home, she saw lonely Q looking out his window. She wondered why Q never came to play with the other letters. So she stopped at the window to ask him to come outside and join the fun. “Hi, Q! Why won’t you come and play with us?” Q looked down as he said, “I would love to come out with all the letters and play, but I cannot make my sound like everyone else.” U asked Q to try, but only a small squeak of a sound came out when he did. “I’m sorry,” said Q. U thought for a minute. “Maybe if I help you, then we can make a new sound together.” Q was so excited to hear this idea 
from U! 
 “OK, let’s try together,” said U. Q and U counted together, “One, two, three…/k//w/.” They did it! U gave Q a high-five. “We did it! We made a new sound together!” They said their sound again, even louder: “/k//w/!” Q and U squealed with happiness. “We need to stick together like glue!” U said. Q agreed, “Yes! Q and U…stick together like glue!” And from that day on, Q and U were best friends and were always together to make their sound, /k//w/, stick together like glue.
“qu” Anchor Chart
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Short “u” Anchor Chart
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“sh” Digraph Anchor Chart
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Snapshot Assessment (optional)

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _______________________
	Student Can:
	Student Can:
	Notes:

	Segment given word(s) from Cycle 3 (examples: “ship,” “pin,” “nips”)
	
	Write grapheme (t) for phoneme (/t/)
	
	

	Isolate each sound in given word(s)
	
	Write grapheme (z) for phoneme (/z/)
	
	

	Blend each sound in given word(s)
	
	Write grapheme (n) for phoneme (/n/)
	
	

	Write grapheme (qu) for phoneme (/qu/)
	
	Write grapheme (a) for phoneme (/a/)
	
	

	Write grapheme (sh) for phoneme (/sh/)
	
	Write grapheme (s) for phoneme (/s/)
	
	

	Write grapheme (i) for phoneme (/i/)
	
	Write grapheme (p) for phoneme (/p/)
	
	

	Write grapheme (u) for phoneme (/u/)
	
	
	
	


Word List Guidance

Supporting Materials: Routine for Using the Word Lists with Students in the Full and Consolidated Alphabetic Groups 

Note to teacher: Most students in early Grade 1 are likely at the Partial Alphabetic phase of word acquisition. Accompanying this lesson is a Word List to be used with students in the Full and Consolidated Alphabetic phases. It includes patterns connected to the cycle in this lesson that extend beyond what is typically expected at early Grade 1. Consider using some or all of the words on this list, based on the needs of your students. For example, if some students working in the Full Alphabetic phase are not automatic with all consonant clusters, consider taking some words out or shortening the list.
Suggested Routine

1. Teacher shares the Word Lists with students, noting connections to the phonemes/graphemes introduced in the whole group lesson. Teacher reviews the daily independent work-time tasks that students should complete.
2. During independent work time on the first day of the cycle:
A. Students read the list of words to themselves or with a friend and circle any that are unfamiliar or that they are not able to read “automatically” (right away; do not need to decode each phoneme separately).
B. Students sort words into categories (see Sorting Words Template). Students write or cut and paste at least five words for each category. 
C. At the end of independent work time, students return their lists and their completed sorting words to the teacher. These are their exit tickets for the first day. (Teacher looks through, noting any challenges or misconceptions to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.) 
3. During independent work time on the second day of the cycle:

A. Students choose three to five words from the Word List and write a sentence with each word. This is their exit ticket for the second day. (Teacher later looks through, noting any issues—such as failure to capitalize the first word in the sentence, improper punctuation, or misspelling or misuse of word—to be addressed during differentiated small group instruction.)

Other suggestions for using the Word Lists: 
A. Students find and identify words with similar patterns from their AIR books to add to the sort. 
B. Students identify nouns and create an illustration of the person, place, thing, or animal. 
C. Students sort words in different ways: concept, affix, syllable number, syllable type, etc.
Word List

	List A
	List B

	cut

cup

nut

run

rush

rut

up

shut

mash

rash

quit

quiz

dash

pant
	cram

trap

trip

crash

trash

stash

smash

flush

rust

must

hunt

punt

runt

dust

bust
	munch

print

sprint

crunch


Word Card Template

	rush
	flush
	mash
	runt

	dash
	hunt
	rust
	trash

	must
	rash
	punt
	bust

	pant
	dust
	smash
	runt


Sorting Words Template

Two Categories

	/a/
	/u/

	
	


Sorting Words Template

Three Categories

	-nt
	-sh
	-st
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