[image: image3.png]4 Education




	Reading Foundations Skills Block
	Grade 1: Module 1: Cycle 1: Lesson 4



[image: image2.emf][image: image3.png]
Mystery Letter #4
Dear First Graders,

It is a bit of a gray day. Thick clouds blanket the sun, blotting out the warmth that usually reaches down into my kitchen. Soft rain begins to fall, soaking into the ground, making it damp. My kitchen is cozy, though. Hot cocoa simmers on the stove, a thick shawl covers my shoulders, and I am happy as I write to you again.

“As I write to you again…” Writing those words just now brought another first-grade memory to mind. Remember me telling you about all those amazing books that my teacher read to us? Remember how I told you about how fascinated I was about how she could somehow figure out what all those little words said? And remember how she told me that I could figure them out too? It’s true. I did figure out how to read what those little words said, and it happened in first grade. I just loved that feeling. And I still do today! 

I need to tell you something else about that time in my life. One day, I think it was sometime in the fall, when my teacher was reading the words in a book that someone else had written. I started to wonder, “How did that person know how to write words?” I asked my teacher, and do you know what she told me? Do you have any guesses? Take a minute to think about that, and then I’ll tell you…. My teacher said, “Remember how I told you that I read the words by matching the letters to sounds? Well, first the author came up with ideas for her story. Then she thought about how she wanted to tell her story. Then she had to write that story down in words for us to read. She thought about the words she wanted to write and listened to the sounds in those words. She knew she had to write letters to match those sounds so that we could read them! You can do that too!” And that, my dear first-grade friends, was another way words changed my life. I realized that I could write words too and other people could read them! 

I wonder if you could write something. Maybe you could tell people what book your class likes, or maybe what you are learning about in first grade. You could put your message up outside your door for people to read!
Wishing you the very best,
Laura
Word Card Template
Directions: Cut these words apart.
	cot
	can
	cup
	pat

	pen
	pop
	met
	man

	mop
	rip
	rut
	run

	let
	lip
	lot
	pun
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