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Do you think butterflies and  
moths are animals or insects?  
You’re right! Butterflies and  
moths are both insects.
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Butterflies and moths are  
similar to each other. They  
both have wings with pretty  
patterns. They can both fly.  
And they both have four  
stages of life.
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The first stage is the egg. A  
mother butterfly or moth lays  
an egg on a leaf, a stem, or on  
another object.



5

The second stage is the larva.  
This is also called a caterpillar.  
A caterpillar is sort of like a  
worm with legs. It eats a lot  
and grows very quickly.
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The third stage is the pupa.  
While inside the pupa, the  
caterpillar begins to transform  
into a butterfly or moth.
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The adult stage is the last  
stage. The caterpillar has  
turned into an adult butterfly  
or moth. The adult has wings.  
The wings usually have a pretty  
pattern on them. The adult is  
able to mate and lay eggs.
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Isn’t this process amazing?  
Can you think of any other  
insects that have a life cycle  
that is similar to the moth  
and the butterfly?















Image Credits:
Gallagher, Conal. “Butterfly,” Photograph. Flickr. 5 September 2010. Web. 
Clark, Aleks. “Project Butterfly – Day 1 –8.” Photograph. Flickr. 12 July 2009. Web. 
Markham, Karuna. “Caterpillars.” Photograph. Flickr. 15 July 2012.  Web. 
Mosdell, Sid. “Caterpillar to Chrysalis #3.” Photograph. Flickr. 23 February 2012. 
Web. 



EL Education Language Arts Curriculum
Grade 2: Reading Foundations Skills Block: Module 4, Cycle 21, 
Decodable Reader: The Life Cycle of Moths and Butterflies

The number on each Decodable Reader corresponds to the cycle of instruction 
where the text is introduced. Cycle 1 does not include a Decodable Reader. 
A complete set of the Decodable Readers for this grade begins at Cycle 2. 

EL Education Language Arts Curriculum is published by:
EL Education
247 W. 35th St., 8th Floor
New York, NY 10001
www.ELeducation.org

ISBN 978-1683624486
FIRST EDITION

© 2016 EL Education Inc.
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum 
is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
(CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, 
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property 
of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. 
Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party 
content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain 
third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of 
fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the 
responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum 
to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before 
reproduction or distribution.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


