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	Epidemics
	Grade 7: Module 2: Unit 3: Lesson 7



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 7

W.7.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, listen to the podcast you listened to in Lesson 1 of this unit, and answer the questions below.
What were some of the narrative techniques used in the podcast? (some possible narrative techniques: dialogue, pacing, description.)

How did the podcast narrators make the story interesting and engaging?

Narrative Writing Checklist

W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2

(For Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Narrative 
	Characteristics of This Narrative
	Date Completed

	W.7.9
	I effectively use information from sources to craft the characters, setting, and events in the narrative.
	My podcast uses information from the sources to develop characters, setting, and events in the epidemic.
	

	W.7.3a
	I engage and orient the reader by effectively establishing context.
	I start the story with an interesting scene and make it clear to the reader where and when the epidemic is happening.
	

	W.7.3a
	I introduce a narrator and/or characters, and establish a point of view.
	In my narrative lead, I show the point of view of the individuals/characters involved in the epidemic.
	

	W.7.3e
	I provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the events or experiences in the narrative. 
	N/A for this narrative
	

	W.7.3a
	I organize events in a sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
	N/A for this narrative
	

	W.7.3c,
W.7.4
	I use a variety of transitional words and phrases to sequence events, and to show changes in time or in setting.
	N/A for this narrative
	

	W.7.3b
	I develop experiences, events, and characters using dialogue and description. 
	During the moments on which I want to focus, I use dialogue and description to show more about the events and people in the epidemic.
	

	W.7.3b
	I “slow down” important events by adding detail and “speed up” events that are not important.
	I use dialogue and description to slow down some events and transitional words and phrases to speed up other events.
	

	W.7.3d, 
W.7.4
	I use descriptive details, sensory language, and precise wording to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
	I carefully choose the descriptive words I use to show what the people are going through during the epidemic.
	

	L.7.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	I use the past tense correctly in my narrative lead.
	

	L.7.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	I use quotations correctly in my narrative lead, so I know how to change my voice when I read the dialogue aloud.
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5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide

W.7.3, L.7.1a, L.7.5c

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

“But why?” probed Divya, a tremble beginning in her voice. (from page 1 of Model Podcast Script: “Story of the Epidemic of 1994” by EL Education)
Lesson 7 Placement 

Lead this Mini after students have analyzed the model narrative lead in a podcast in Work Time A.

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can write the narrative lead of a podcast script using effective techniques and relevant descriptive details.) and W.7.3 by presenting an example of descriptive detail within the narrative lead of a podcast script. The sentence also helps students to address L.7.1a by providing an opportunity to explain the function of phrases and L.7.5c by providing an opportunity to distinguish among the connotations of a words with similar definitions (probed vs. asked). Supporting standard: L.7.4d

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses an adverbial phrase with the purpose of describing the sound of a speaker’s voice.

· Transfer: noun + -ing participle + noun used to add descriptive details when writing the narrative lead of a podcast for the End of Unit 3 Assessment.

Key

Green

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: “But why?” probed Divya, a tremble beginning in her voice.
· Ask:

“What kind of information is in this sentence?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses. Look for students to notice that the sentence contains a quote, an attribution that identifies the speaker, and descriptive details that describe the sound of the speaker’s voice.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: a tremble beginning in her voice.
· Ask:

“What is another way to say ‘tremble’?” (shake, move, shiver)
“Can you show me with your body how it looks to tremble?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to shake and shiver.)
“Can you figure out what part of speech the phrase a tremble is in this chunk? How do you know?” (It’s a noun. We know this because it has the article a in front of it.)
“Can you make a sound to demonstrate what ‘a tremble beginning in her voice’ might sound like?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to produce a vocal sound with vibrato or shakiness.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: “But why?” probed Divya, a tremble beginning in her voice.
· Ask:

“Why do you think the writer used the verb probed instead of asked?” (Because the connotation of probed gives the reader specific information about Divya’s question and how she asked it. It tells us she was seeking a deeper understanding.)
· As needed, encourage students to verify the meaning of this word using a dictionary.

· Ask:

“What do you think the function of the phrase ‘a tremble beginning in her voice’ is in this sentence? Is it a noun, adjective, or adverb phrase? How do you know?” (It is a noun phrase because it starts with a noun, but it is functioning as an adverbial phrase that describes the main action in the sentence—“probed.”)
· Underline a tremble beginning in her voice in green, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. 
· Ask:

“What does this adverbial phrase tell us about how Divya might have been feeling about what she was asking?” (that she was upset, uncertain, apprehensive, or even frightened of the response she might get)
· Display a list of adverbial phrases with similar meanings that students can use to replace 
“a tremble beginning in her voice”:

without certainty

apprehensively

fearfully

· Ask:

“How does this sentence change if we replace this adverbial phrase with a simpler one that has a similar meaning? I’ll give you 30 seconds to discuss with your partner.”
· Ask:

“Why do you think the writer used ‘a tremble beginning in her voice’ rather than one of these shorter alternatives?” (to add descriptive detail that helps the reader or listener imagine what Diyva sounded like)
“How can you use adverbial phrases that start with nouns to add descriptive detail in the narrative lead of your own podcast script?” (Responses will vary.)
· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: 
‘I can write the narrative lead of a podcast script using effective techniques and relevant descriptive details’?” (Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame and selected response options:

“I won’t go into quarantine!,” shouted Mary Mallon, ____________________________.


adverbial phrase

(noun + -ing participle + noun = adverbial phrase)
panic showing in her eyes

hands waving in the air

a scream escaping her body

· Say:

“Discuss with your partner how each of these adverbial phrases can be used to add descriptive detail to the sentence. What images does each one evoke in the reader’s or listener’s mind? What do you imagine when you read each one?”
· Note: To increase the level of challenge, invite students to produce their own adverbial phrases to complete the sentence. Consider extending this practice by giving students time to write a sentence that follows the same structure (dialogue + speaker attribution + adverbial phrase) for the narrative lead of their own podcast scripts.

· Responses will vary, but may include:

“I won’t go into quarantine!,” shouted Mary Mallon, panic showing in her eyes.

adverbial phrase

(noun + -ing participle + noun = adverbial phrase)

Narrative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.3

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Prompt

Research an epidemic in your community or in your world to create a podcast. The epidemic can be either medical or social. Write a narrative nonfiction lead for the podcast script, which includes

· a hook;
· details, action, dialogue; and
· a problem.
Character(s)

Who are the characters in your narrative? Who is the main character?

Indian government officials, patients, panicked crowds, doctors/pharmacists, businessman, police, scientists, healthcare workers. 
Government officials are the main characters because they learn and change their behaviors by the end.
From whose point of view will the story be told? 

From the point of view of a neutral reporter; a podcaster

How will you introduce the characters/narrator?

with different voices (narrator’s informative voice, young child’s voice, doctor’s sad voice, police’s forceful voice)
with direct quotes
with descriptions of their actions (yelling in loudspeaker, running away and stealing medicine, taping off neighborhoods, etc.)
Context

What setting(s) will you establish? How will you establish the time and place?

Time:

1994

Place:

India: city:

details and sound effects about chaos and panic

scary music at the beginning

triumphant music at the end

Time:

2002

Place:

India: countryside: jeep noise, rat noise, description of the dusty road and the small village homes

Is there anything else the reader needs to know in order to understand the situation?

Explain what the plague is and what an epidemic is.

Problem

What is the central problem in the story, and how will you introduce it?

chaos caused by illness

government official yelling in loudspeaker

doctors and pharmacists running away and stealing medicine

police taping off neighborhoods

money lost, deaths, and worldwide panic

Response

How do the characters respond to this problem?

In the first outbreak, the government was ill prepared and responded with force and panic. In the second outbreak, the government was well prepared and responded with education, compassion, medical treatment, scientific research, and prevention.

Narrative Techniques

Which of these techniques will you use to develop experiences, events, and characters? Explain briefly how you might use it.

Hook (opening sentence that catches the reader’s attention)

microphone blaring message: don’t leave homes!

Dialogue (words spoken by characters in the story)

doctor’s quote; businessman’s quote; conversation between little girl and police officer who is shutting people in slums

Pacing (how the author speeds up or slows down the story)

Increase pacing when people panic—short sentences. Decrease pacing when things calm down and government is taking its time to respond properly.

Description (including sensory language)

Describe the panic and setting of the city with sound effects and some visuals—shutting in the slums, rats pouring in from the countryside, rains, rotten food, etc. Describe the calm setting of the dusty village with sound effects and visuals—dusty road, jeep arriving, fumigating, helping.

Narrative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer
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