	Epidemics
	Grade 7: Module 2: Performance Task 



Performance Task Overview 
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  Summary of Task
A Podcast of an Epidemic

Students turn their Unit 3 script into a podcast with sound effects, music, and other podcast features (such as a variety of voices; a charismatic, engaging tone; interviews; description, etc.).

Format

Podcast

Standards Addressed through This Task

The performance tasks at the end of every module are neither formative nor summative assessments. They are not formative since they come at the end of the module, concluding students’ learning about the module topic and the literacy skills they have built over eight or nine weeks. However, they are also not summative because they are heavily scaffolded to help students create high-quality work, and so are not a strong measure of what students can do independently. For these reasons, we do not recommend analyzing performance tasks with the same lens used to analyze assessments. Consider looking at students’ performance tasks through the lens of the attributes of high-quality student work (authenticity, complexity, craftsmanship):

· Authenticity: Does the student demonstrate interest and investment in their chosen epidemic? Does the student provide appropriate explanations of the responses and solutions offered by the people who confronted the epidemic? Do students address the real-life impact of the epidemic and solutions they researched? 

· Complexity: Does the student demonstrate deep knowledge of their researched epidemic? Has the student effectively synthesized their research into the podcast format? Do students show an understanding of the challenges faced by those who confront epidemics?

· Craftsmanship: Do the audio elements in the podcast help to tell the story rather than distract from it? Is the underlying text accurate and thoughtfully crafted? Do students speak carefully, with attention to purpose and audience? Has the student successfully incorporated peer feedback on the narrative content and presentation?

The following standards are addressed, but not assessed:
· W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.

· SL.7.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

· SL.7.5: Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.

· L.7.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description

Get your message out into the world! You (and your group) have researched an epidemic (either social or medical), and you have used the informational nonfiction articles to inform your script for your podcast. Your podcast includes these key sections:

1. A narrative lead telling the story of the epidemic

2. The social and scientific ideas of the epidemic

3. The tools, mindsets, and the character traits the people used during the epidemic

4. Your message

Now your group will share your learning with the world by turning your script into a podcast. Remember to include sound effects, music, and other components such as interviews and other voices to make your podcast interesting. You may already have a recording of your podcast script from your end of unit assessment presentation. If not, you should be sure to practice your podcast a few times before recording. Once you have a recording, use an app or online audio editing and recording tool to splice together your recording and special sound effects. Then you’re ready to send your message loud and clear out into the world!
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)
Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria, offer additional criteria, and work with support to construct a criteria list by which their work will be critiqued and formally assessed.

Your podcast will include:

· music and/or other sound effects;

· more than one voice;

· organization of the podcast with different sections and chapter or act titles;

· your podcast script, which includes:

· A narrative lead telling the story of the epidemic

· The social and scientific ideas of the epidemic

· The tools, mindsets, and the character traits the people used during the epidemic

· Your message

Options for Students

· Extension: Listen to other podcasts. Create a list of characteristics that they would like to try in their own podcast.

· Students may work in a group to record their podcast. Or each student can record a portion of the speech, including sound effects and music. Then they can put pieces together using online audio editing and recording tools, or other platforms that allow them to assemble the audio pieces of their podcast.

Options for Teachers

· Students can record the pieces of their group podcasts individually (even just using the recording options on most cell phones) and then work with the classroom teacher or a technology teacher to put the pieces together with music and sound effects.

· If recording equipment is not available, encourage students to present their podcasts to the class, another class, or the community by orally presenting and making sound effects if possible.
Performance Task Anchor Chart

RI.7.1, W.7.6, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Create a podcast in groups of three with sound effects, music, and other podcast features (such as a hook to grab the listener’s attention; a variety of voices; a charismatic, engaging tone; interviews; description; fieldwork, etc.). Then publish your podcast by posting it on the internet (either at the online editing and recording site on which you made your podcast, or to a class blog, etc.).

Your podcast will include

· music and/or other sound effects;

· more than one voice;

· organization of the podcast with different sections and chapter or act titles;

· your podcast script, which includes the following four sections:

A narrative nonfiction lead telling the “story of the epidemic”

The social and scientific ideas surrounding the epidemic

The mindset, character traits, and tools people used to solve the epidemic

A deeper message, life lesson, insight, or purpose
Performance Task Directions
RI.7.1, W.7.6, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.3

Name:
Date:


You will create a podcast in groups of three with sound effects, music, and other podcast features. You’ll learn more about podcast features today, but some include:

· A hook to grab the listener’s attention

· A variety of voices

· A charismatic, engaging tone

· Interviews

· Description

· Fieldwork to a site mentioned in the podcast

You will publish your podcast by posting it on the internet, to a website, class blog, or some other site.

The purpose of the podcast:

· Teach others about an epidemic that is impacting your community.

Your podcast will include

· music and/or other sound effects;

· more than one voice;

· organization of the podcast with different sections and chapters or act titles.

The content of the podcast will include

· your podcast script, which includes the following four sections:

A narrative nonfiction lead telling the story of the epidemic, including narrative elements such as characters, main events, and problem/solution. Also, include narrative techniques such as a hook, dialogue, transitional words, and pacing. 

The scientific and social ideas about the disease that people believe. These ideas might change over the course of the epidemic, and if so, you should explain the changes and if possible, what caused them. 

The tools, mindset, and habits of character of the people who responded to the epidemic.

A deeper message or insight: what do we learn from the epidemic?
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