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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Researching How Kids Have Taken Action

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.4.1, RI.4.4, RI.4.7, W.4.7, W.4.8, SL.4.3, L.4.4a and L.4.4c and has two parts. In Part I, students work with new texts to add to their research from throughout the first half of the unit about how kids can take action. They first watch a video of a speech made by 14-year old Kayla Abramowitz. They identify reasons and evidence Kayla gives to support the point that kids can make a difference. They then read a new text about fourth-grader Jessica Carscadden and how she took action and made a difference in her community. After watching the video and reading this text, students take and categorize their notes into research categories focused on how kids can take action to make a difference.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

· RI.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

· W.4.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

· W.4.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

· SL.4.3: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

· L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Researching How Kids Have Taken Action

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Part I: Identifying the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points

Directions:

1. Watch the video “Kayla Abramowitz” for the gist. Do not take notes as you watch.
2. Before watching the video a second time, set up your own graphic organizer in the space below to take notes on what the video is mostly about. Your teacher will pause the video periodically as you watch and take notes. When you have finished taking notes, you will be asked to respond to this prompt:
What reasons does Kayla Abramowitz give to support the point that kids can make a difference? Support your thinking with evidence from the video. (SL.4.3)
Student notes will vary. Do not score.

Student responses will vary. A possible response is included below:

Kayla thinks kids can make a difference because they can give back to their community. For example, she and her brother gave back to their community by starting an organization to collect entertainment and educational items for children and donate them to children’s hospitals all over the country. Their goal was to collect 100 DVDs, but they ended up collecting more than 300 DVDs for Miami Children’s Hospital.

Part II: How did Jessica Carscadden take action and make a difference?

Directions: Read the text “Making Hard Times Bear-able” and answer the questions that follow.
Making Hard Times Bear-able

By Sara Matson

Fourth-grader Jessica Carscadden has a special teddy bear that her grandma gave her. She says she “huggles”—hugs and cuddles—it every night. The bear makes her feel safe when she’s scared or sad. Jessica wants to help other kids feel safe, too. That’s why she started a stuffed-animal collection project called We Care Bears.

It began when Jessica was cleaning her room. “I had some stuffed animals that I didn’t need anymore,” she says. Then she thought of the fire station across the street from her house. “I realized that if I gave the stuffed animals to the firefighters, they could give them to kids they meet who are scared or injured,” she says.

Jessica and her dad took a bag of stuffed animals to the fire station. “The firefighters were happy to get them,” she says. After that, she wondered if other kids had unwanted stuffed animals that were in very good condition to give away. She shared her thoughts with her school principal and the members of the student council. They thought the idea was great. So Jessica talked to the entire school at an assembly.

Students brought stuffed toys to school and placed them in collection bags. At the end of two weeks, Jessica’s friends helped her load about 300 stuffed animals of all kinds into her mom’s van!

Bags and Bags of Bears

Jessica carefully sorted the donations, making sure all the stuffed animals were in good condition. Her parents drove her to local fire stations to deliver them. Soon, news of her We Care Bears project spread. Several more schools and a restaurant held collection drives to help.
Since she started We Care Bears, Jessica has delivered hundreds of bags of bears and other stuffed animals to fire stations in Southern California—about 3,000 stuffed toys in all! Lynette Round, who works for the Orange County Fire Authority, says, “The firefighters use the stuffed animals to help children in crisis.”
Jessica is glad that so many kids will have a teddy bear or other animals to “huggle” during a difficult time. She says, “If I was hurt, I’d want somebody to help me.”
Highlights is proud to know this Gallant Kid.
“Making Hard Times Bear-able” by Sara Matson. Copyright © 2014 Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

3. At the beginning of the article, Jessica says she has a special teddy bear that she “huggles” every night. According to the text, what does the word huggles mean? (RI.4.1)
Sample student response: hugs and cuddles

4. In the last paragraph, the article states, “Several more schools and a restaurant held collection drives to help.”
a. What does the word collection mean in this sentence? Use a dictionary and write the correct definition below. (RI.4.4, L.4.4c)
Sample student response: Gathering a group of things of the same type
b. What does the word drive mean in this sentence? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)
A. to move by force or push
B. to operate a car or other vehicle
C. a group effort to reach a goal
D. a strong desire or ambition
c. What is a collection drive? Use what you have learned about these two words to write a definition below. (RI.4.4)
Sample student response: A group effort to gather things of the same type

5. Jessica made “sure all the stuffed animals were in good condition” before bringing them to the fire station. Underline the word that means the same thing as condition as it is used in this sentence. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)
A. health
B. shape
C. company
D. time
6. According to the article, why does Jessica collect stuffed animals? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.1)
A. She loves animals of all kinds.

B. Many of her friends have stuffed animals they want to get rid of.

C. She wants children who are hurt or frightened to feel better.

D. She hopes to win a prize for collecting more than 3,000 stuffed toys.

7. Why might the author have given this article the title “Making Hard Times Bear-able”? (RI.4.1)
Sample student response: If something is bearable, it means you are able to get through it. The stuffed bears help children get through a tough time.

Part III: How did Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden take action and make a difference?

Follow the directions below to research who Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden were and what each girl did to take action and make a difference in her community.
8. Complete the graphic organizer to capture your research about Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden. Use evidence from the video “Kayla Abramowitz” and from the text “Making Hard Times Bear-able.” (W.4.7, W.4.8)
Research question: How can kids take action to make a difference?
Sample responses:

	Who took action?
	What problem was he or she trying to address?
	How did he or she take action?
	How did this action make a difference?
	Source

	Jessica Carscadden, fourth grade
	Sadness kids feel while going through crisis
	She started a project called “We Care Bears,” which collects stuffed animals for fire stations. Firefighters use the stuffed animals to help comfort children in crisis.
	She has collected about 3,000 stuffed toys for children all over Southern California.
	“Making Hard Times Bear-able”

	Kayla Abramowitz
	Sadness kids feel while in the hospital
	She started an organization called Kayla Cares 4 Kids, which collects entertainment and educational items for kids and donates them to children’s hospitals.
	Her organization has collected more than 6,000 items in 33 states.
	“Kayla Abramowitz Speech” 
https://youtu.be/LbYlvGe0h2w 


Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Researching How Kids Have Taken Action

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Part I: Identifying the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points

Directions:

9. Watch the video “Kayla Abramowitz” for the gist. Do not take notes as you watch.
10. Before watching the video a second time, set up your own graphic organizer in the space below to take notes on what the video is mostly about. Your teacher will pause the video periodically as you watch and take notes. When you have finished taking notes, you will be asked to respond to this prompt:
What reasons does Kayla Abramowitz give to support the point that kids can make a difference? Support your thinking with evidence from the video. (SL.4.3)
What reasons does Kayla Abramowitz give to support the point that kids can make a difference? Support your thinking with evidence from the video. (SL.4.3)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Part II: How did Jessica Carscadden take action and make a difference?

Directions: Read the text “Making Hard Times Bear-able” and answer the questions below.

Making Hard Times Bear-able

By Sara Matson
Fourth-grader Jessica Carscadden has a special teddy bear that her grandma gave her. She says she “huggles”—hugs and cuddles—it every night. The bear makes her feel safe when she’s scared or sad. Jessica wants to help other kids feel safe, too. That’s why she started a stuffed-animal collection project called We Care Bears.
It began when Jessica was cleaning her room. “I had some stuffed animals that I didn’t need anymore,” she says. Then she thought of the fire station across the street from her house. “I realized that if I gave the stuffed animals to the firefighters, they could give them to kids they meet who are scared or injured.,” she says.
Jessica and her dad took a bag of stuffed animals to the fire station. “The firefighters were happy to get them,” she says. After that, she wondered if other kids had unwanted stuffed animals that were in very good condition to give away. She shared her thoughts with her school principal and the members of the student council. They thought the idea was great. So Jessica talked to the entire school at an assembly.
Students brought stuffed toys to school and placed them in collection bags. At the end of two weeks, Jessica’s friends helped her load about 300 stuffed animals of all kinds into her mom’s van!
Bags and Bags of Bears

Jessica carefully sorted the donations, making sure all the stuffed animals were in good condition. Her parents drove her to local fire stations to deliver them. Soon, news of her We Care Bears project spread. Several more schools and a restaurant held collection drives to help.
Since she started We Care Bears, Jessica has delivered hundreds of bags of bears and other stuffed animals to fire stations in Southern California—about 3,000 stuffed toys in all! Lynette Round, who works for the Orange County Fire Authority, says, “The firefighters use the stuffed animals to help children in crisis.”
Jessica is glad that so many kids will have a teddy bear or other animals to “huggle” during a difficult time. She says, “If I was hurt, I’d want somebody to help me.”
Highlights is proud to know this Gallant Kid.

“Making Hard Times Bear-able” by Sara Matson. Copyright © 2014 Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
11. At the beginning of the article, Jessica says she has a special teddy bear that she “huggles” every night. According to the text, what does the word huggles mean? (RI.4.1)
	


12. In the last paragraph, the article states, “Several more schools and a restaurant held collection drives to help.”
a. What does the word collection mean in this sentence? Use a dictionary and write the correct definition below. (RI.4.4, L.4.4c)
	


b. What does the word drive mean in this sentence? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)

A. to move by force or push
B. to operate a car or other vehicle
C. a group effort to reach a goal
D. a strong desire or ambition

c. What is a collection drive? Use what you have learned about these two words to write a definition below. (RI.4.4)
	


13. Jessica made “sure all the stuffed animals were in good condition” before bringing them to the fire station. Underline the word that means the same thing as condition as it is used in this sentence. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)
A. health

B. shape

C. company

D. time
14. According to the article, why does Jessica collect stuffed animals? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.1)
A. She loves animals of all kinds.

B. Many of her friends have stuffed animals they want to get rid of.

C. She wants children who are hurt or frightened to feel better.

D. She hopes to win a prize for collecting more than 3,000 stuffed toys.

15. Why might the author have given this article the title “Making Hard Times Bear-able”? (RI.4.1)
	

	

	


Part III: How did Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden take action and make a difference?

Follow the directions below to research who Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden were and what each girl did to take action and make a difference in her community.
16. Complete the graphic organizer to capture your research about Kayla Abramowitz and Jessica Carscadden. Use evidence from the video “Kayla Abramowitz” and from the text “Making Hard Times Bear-able.” (W.4.7, W.4.8)
Research question: How can kids take action to make a difference?
	Who took action?
	What problem was he or she trying to address?
	How did he or she take action?
	How did this action make a difference?
	Source
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