[image: image3.png]4 Education




	Water Around the World
	Grade 3: Module 4: Unit 2: End-of-Unit Assessment



[image: image2.emf][image: image3.png]
End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Writing an Opinion Essay

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.3.1, W.3.1, W.3.4, and L.3.1b and has two parts. In Part I, students use information gathered from multiple sources to draft an opinion essay explaining why we should get involved in water conservation. In Part II, students apply what they have learned about linking words and forming and using regular and irregular plural nouns to revise and edit the essay. In an optional Part III, students answer selected response questions about forming and using regular and irregular plural nouns.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· W.3.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

· W.3.1a:  Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.

· W.3.1b:  Provide reasons that support the opinion.

· W.3.1c: Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.

· W.3.1d: Provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

· L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· L.3.1b: Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns.

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: 

Writing an Opinion Essay

(For Teacher Reference)

Part I
Drafting an Opinion Piece

Task: You have been learning about some serious issues with the world’s water. Write an essay urging people to get involved in water conservation. Other students and parents will read your writing to learn more about why it is so important to take care of this resource.

Directions: Write an essay about why we should get involved in water conservation. Be sure to explain how the increasing demand for water affects us and offer some things the reader can do to help. Choose the most important reasons from your sources to support your opinion. Then write an opinion piece that is at least four paragraphs long. As you write, be sure to correctly use regular and irregular plural nouns.

REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:
· Gives the reader information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Clearly connects the opinion and reasons using linking words and phrases
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Review your Research Note-catcher: Demand for Water before writing your draft.
2. Draft your essay.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you draft to be sure it meets all the criteria.
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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: 

Writing an Opinion Essay

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Score after Part II has been completed. Use rows A–J on the Opinion Writing: Grade 3 Rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.

	
	

	Did you know that, every day, the world’s livestock drink enough water to fill 160,000 large tanker trucks? Animals aren’t the only ones using our water. Every one of Earth’s 7,324,782,000 people needs water. Demand for water is increasing, but there is no more water today than there was 100 or even 10,000 years ago. We must act now to save water! The increasing demand for water affects us all, and luckily this is one problem we can solve.
	Introduces the issue of increased demand for water.

States the opinion that we must save water and offers two reasons why we should act to solve this problem.

	All over the world, the demand for water is increasing. The world’s population is rising, but the amount of water we have always stays the same. Not only are there more people who need to share Earth’s water supply, but the amount of water each person uses has also greatly increased. The average person today uses six times more water than a person who lived 100 years ago! Experts think that by 2025, one out of every four people will live in a country that doesn’t have enough water. We must find a balance between the amount of water we use and the amount of water we have. We need to save water because water shortages affect people, plants, and animals all over the earth.
	Each reason is discussed in a separate paragraph and supported by evidence from the text.

Uses linking words to connect the opinion and reason.

	Luckily, this is a problem we can do something about. There are many simple ways you can use less water. For example, try turning off the water while you brush your teeth. Don’t let that valuable water go down the drain! Ask your parents to fix leaky faucets. Try putting out a bucket to collect rainwater to water your garden. Water your lawn only when you really have to, and do it in the early morning or late evening to prevent water from evaporating. There are many small things that you can do that will make a big difference!

When we use too much water, there is less water available to everyone else. But, the best news is that we can decrease our water usage and still live very comfortably. With your help, we can make sure there is enough water for everyone!
	Provides a concluding section that urges the reader to help solve the problem by using less water.

	


Source: One Well by Rochelle Strauss
Part II
Revising for Linking Words and Regular and Irregular Plural Nouns

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: You have already written a first draft of an essay about the importance of water conservation for Part I of the End-of-Unit 2 Assessment. For this part of the assessment, you will revise and edit your draft.
You will focus on:

· adding linking words to connect your opinion to reasons in your piece
· correctly using regular and irregular plural nouns
You may use a dictionary, your texts, and any other resources available in class to help you revise and edit.
Now, begin work on revising and editing your first draft. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Reread your first draft.
2. Revise your first draft for linking words and regular and irregular plural nouns.
3. Highlight the changes you are making in yellow as you revise.
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Part III: 
Forming and Using Regular and Irregular Plural Nouns 
(Note: This section is optional, as L.3.1b may also be assessed in the written opinion piece.)
(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: You have been learning how to form and use regular and irregular plural nouns throughout this unit. For this part of the assessment, you will use what you have learned to identify regular and irregular plural nouns used correctly, as well as identify and correct regular and irregular plural nouns that are used incorrectly.
1. Read the sentences below. Then, underline at least one regular plural noun and circle at least one irregular plural noun.
Example: Millions of people do not have access to enough water.
We need to save water because water shortages affect
people, plants, and animals all over the Earth.
Some rainforest frogs, insects, spiders, worms, and
bacteria live their entire lives in tiny pools of water that
get trapped by the leaves of the bromeliad plant.
2. Cross out the two plural nouns used incorrectly in the sentence below. Then, rewrite the sentence using the correct form of the plural noun.
Some animals, such as fishes, whales, and sea snakes, spend their entire lifes in water.
Some animals, such as fish, whales, and sea snakes, spend their entire lives in water.
3. Reread your essay. List at least five of the plural nouns from your essay in the appropriate column below.
	Regular Plural Nouns
	Irregular Plural Nouns

	Responses will vary.
	Responses will vary.
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______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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