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End of Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Paragraph: 
The Challenge of Accessing Books
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.3.1, RI.3.2, W.3.2a, W.3.2b, W.3.2d, W.3.4, W.3.8, and W.3.10. Students return to the passage about Mongolia from My Librarian Is a Camel. They write a paragraph describing the challenge of accessing books and how it is overcome, demonstrating their ability to write an informative/ explanatory piece that refers explicitly to details in the text.
CCSS Assessed:

· RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

· W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
· W.3.2a: Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.
· W.3.2b: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

· W.3.2d: Provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

· W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

· W.3.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
End of Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Paragraph: 
The Challenge of Accessing Books
Name: ________________________ Date: ________________

Directions: Throughout Unit 2, you have been reading texts about the challenges faced by children accessing books in other places in the world and how those challenges are overcome. On the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, you read a text about children in Mongolia. Reread pages 20 and 21 of My Librarian Is a Camel. Then, write a paragraph to answer the following question: What challenges do children in Mongolia face when accessing books, and how are these challenges overcome? 

A well-written paragraph:

· Introduces the topic by describing the geography of Mongolia 
· Has a clear topic sentence
· Describes the challenges faced when accessing books and how those challenges are overcome
· Uses facts, and details from My Librarian Is a Camel: pages 20 and 21
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your paragraph. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1.
Reread pages 20 and 21 of My Librarian Is a Camel.

2.
Plan the paragraph using the Close Read: My Librarian Is a Camel: Mongolia note-catcher. 
3.
Write the paragraph. 
4.
Check the Informational Texts anchor chart to be sure your piece meets all the criteria.

Name: ____________________________ Date: ___________________

Research Question: What are the challenges people face when learning, and how are they overcome?

Focus Statement:

Source: 

	Overcoming Learning Challenges in _____________________________________________
Who is facing the challenge? ___________________________________________________

	Geographical Features

	Challenge

What challenge(s) are faced?
	How the Challenge Is Overcome

How do the people in the text overcome those challenges?

	Importance of the Library


Name: ________________________ Date: ________________

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


End of Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Paragraph: 
The Challenge of Accessing Books

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Answers will vary, but the following is an example:

Research Question: What are the challenges people face when learning, and how are they overcome?
Focus Statement: Getting books to children in the desert can be challenging, but a Mongolian author named Jambyn Dashdondog has found a way to overcome this challenge.
Source: My Librarian Is a Camel by Margriet Ruurs, pages 20 and 21
	Overcoming Learning Challenges in _____Mongolia_____
Who is facing the challenge?_____ Children in the Gobi Desert _____

	Geographical Features

mountain ranges, desert plains

	Challenge

What challenge(s) are faced?

Don’t have access to computers or television

Live a nomadic life (move around a lot); can’t get books
	How the Challenge Is Overcome

How do the people in the text overcome those challenges?

Mr. D. got donations: a minibus, ten thousand books

Delivers books in horse-drawn wagon and the minibus

	Importance of the Library

Children have books to read—
think books are sweeter than candy!


Use rows A–H on the Informative Writing: Grade 3 Rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.

	1Mongolia is a large country in northeast Asia, with mountain ranges, desert plains, and lots of empty space. 2Getting books to children in the desert can be challenging, but a Mongolian author named Jambyn Dashdondog has found a way to overcome this challenge. The people who live in the Gobi Desert don’t have access to computers or television. They live a nomadic life and are constantly moving with their livestock across the grassy plains of the Gobi Desert, making it hard for them to get books. Mr. Dashdondog got people to donate a minibus and ten thousand books! 3He travels around delivering books to nomadic children in a horse-drawn wagon and the minibus. The children all enjoy the books so much that they say they prefer the books to candy! Because of librarians like Mr. Dashdondog, children in Mongolia have books to read.4 
	1Introduces the topic by providing context about the geography of Mongolia that helps the reader understand why getting books is challenging and stating a main idea

	
	2Uses linking words and phrases (but, that) to connect ideas

	
	

	
	3Develops the topic with facts and details from the text that explain why accessing books is challenging and how that challenge is overcome

	
	4Provides a concluding statement that restates the main idea and reflects on the importance of the information provided
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