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End of Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions about a Literary Text

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.10, and L.3.4. Students read a new literary text, “Elephant Library.” They answer text-dependent, multiple choice, and short answer questions, demonstrating their ability to use evidence, determine the lesson or message, and describe the impact of the character’s actions on the sequence of events through the lens of the challenge and how it is overcome.

CCSS Assessed:

· RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

· RL.3.3: Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

· RL.3.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

· RL.3.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· L.3.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· L.3.4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.3.4b: Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat).

· L.3.4c: Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion).

· L.3.4d: Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

End of Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions about a Literary Text

Name: _______________________ Date: ________________

In this assessment, you will read a new story about a very unusual library. Read the text carefully, and answer the questions that follow.

Elephant Library

I woke up very early this morning. Even the pitter-patter of the rain couldn’t dampen my excitement! I had been counting the days. Soon, the elephant team would arrive soon with more books. I really hoped it would be today!

My family and I live in a very small village in the mountains. The only way to get here is by foot, up steep mountain trails. It can be quite dangerous. During the rainy season the ground is slippery and there are mudslides. We don’t have a school or a library, but we are fortunate because a team of elephants brings us books. The team stays here for two or three days to teach us reading and writing on metal slates. My sister and I look forward to them coming because we both love to read and learn!

The morning dragged by painfully slowly. By mid-afternoon, I started to think that they were not going to arrive today after all. I was disappointed and snapped disagreeably at my sister when she tried to ask me a question. “Perhaps they will come tomorrow,” Mom said, sensing the cause of my short temper and bad mood.

I had just about given up all hope, when I heard a shout in the distance. When the elephant team arrives, the first person in the village to see them coming up the mountain always shouts. This quickly becomes a din as we all shout with excitement and run to greet them.

I ran out hoping to see the elephants arriving. There were no elephants to be seen. The word spread quickly. The elephants were having trouble getting up the last steep trail on the slippery mud! My heart sank. Would they go on without stopping for us? My brain was working quickly. I wanted those books!

The elephants couldn’t get to us, but perhaps we could make it down to the elephants. I suggested the idea and everyone agreed. My sister and I, and our village friends walked very carefully down the slippery, muddy trail to the elephants. It took us a long time because we had to move slowly not to slip. We were all tired, wet, and muddy when we got there. But it was worth it!

The elephant handlers greeted us with big, warm smiles. The elephants lifted their trunks to say hello. They were happy we had worked so hard to see them. My sister and I didn’t waste any time choosing books to bring back to the village. I chose one about elephants because we love the library school elephants so much!

Written by EL Education 700L

This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about the gist of the story before you answer questions.

	
Overcoming Challenges in ______________________________________ (text)

Author ___________________________________________________________

	Somebody …

(character)
	

	in …

(setting)
	

	wanted …

(motivation)
	

	but …

(challenge)
	

	so …

(solution)
	


1.
What does dampen mean in this context? (RL.3.4)

A.
make slightly wet

B.
make less strong
C.
make much worse

D.
make more dry

2.
If agreeably means pleasingly or pleasantly, what does disagreeably mean? (L.3.4b, L.3.4c)

A.
more pleasingly

B.
unpleasantly

C.
incorrectly

D.
impossibly

3.
What does fortunate mean in this passage? Use a dictionary and write the definition in your own words. (RL.3.4, L.3.4d)
	

	

	

	


4.
Using clues in the text, what do you think din means? (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A.
a loud prolonged noise or sound

B.
a small dinner-like meal

C.
a large animal that lived millions of years ago

D.
a sound like a bell

5.
What part of the text gave you a clue about the meaning of din? (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A.
“as we all shout with excitement”

B.
“I had just about given up all hope, when I heard a shout in the distance.”

C.
“I was disappointed and snapped disagreeably at my sister”

D.
“the first person in the village to see them coming up the mountain always shouts”
This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about how details in the text convey the message or lesson.

	Lesson/Message/Moral:

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate the lesson/message/moral?

	1. 
	

	2. 
	


6.
In no more than three sentences, answer the following question: What was a lesson or message in this story, and how is it conveyed through details in the text? (RL.3.2)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about the challenges and how they are overcome.
	Overcoming Learning Challenges

	Challenge

(facts and details)
	How the Challenge Is Overcome

(facts and details)

	
	


7.
In no more than two sentences, answer the following question: What was the challenge in this story, and how did the main character overcome it? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RL.3.3)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


End of Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions about a Literary Text
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
In this assessment, you will read a new story about a very unusual library. Read the text carefully, and answer the questions that follow.
Elephant Library

I woke up very early this morning. Even the pitter-patter of the rain couldn’t dampen my excitement! I had been counting the days. Soon, the elephant team would arrive soon with more books. I really hoped it would be today!
My family and I live in a very small village in the mountains. The only way to get here is by foot, up steep mountain trails. It can be quite dangerous. During the rainy season the ground is slippery and there are mudslides. We don’t have a school or a library, but we are fortunate because a team of elephants brings us books. The team stays here for two or three days to teach us reading and writing on metal slates. My sister and I look forward to them coming because we both love to read and learn!
The morning dragged by painfully slowly. By mid-afternoon, I started to think that they were not going to arrive today after all. I was disappointed and snapped disagreeably at my sister when she tried to ask me a question. “Perhaps they will come tomorrow,” Mom said, sensing the cause of my short temper and bad mood.

I had just about given up all hope, when I heard a shout in the distance. When the elephant team arrives, the first person in the village to see them coming up the mountain always shouts. This quickly becomes a din as we all shout with excitement and run to greet them.

I ran out hoping to see the elephants arriving. There were no elephants to be seen. The word spread quickly. The elephants were having trouble getting up the last steep trail on the slippery mud! My heart sank. Would they go on without stopping for us? My brain was working quickly. I wanted those books!
The elephants couldn’t get to us, but perhaps we could make it down to the elephants. I suggested the idea and everyone agreed. My sister and I, and our village friends walked very carefully down the slippery, muddy trail to the elephants. It took us a long time because we had to move slowly not to slip. We were all tired, wet, and muddy when we got there. But it was worth it!

The elephant handlers greeted us with big, warm smiles. The elephants lifted their trunks to say hello. They were happy we had worked so hard to see them. My sister and I didn’t waste any time choosing books to bring back to the village. I chose one about elephants because we love the library school elephants so much!

Written by EL Education 700L

This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about the gist of the story before you answer questions.
	Overcoming Challenges in ____________________________________ (text)
Author ________________________________________________________

	Somebody …

(character)
	Responses will vary.

	in …

(setting)
	Responses will vary.

	wanted …

(motivation)
	Responses will vary.

	but …

(challenge)
	Responses will vary.

	so …

(solution)
	Responses will vary.


1.
What does dampen mean in this context? (RL.3.4)

A.
make slightly wet

B.
make less strong
C.
make much worse

D.
make more dry

2.
If agreeably means pleasingly or pleasantly, what does disagreeably mean? (L.3.4b, L.3.4c)

A.
more pleasingly

B.
unpleasantly
C.
incorrectly

D.
impossibly

3.
What does fortunate mean in this passage? Use a dictionary and write the definition in your own words. (RL.3.4, L.3.4d)

Answers may vary, but the following is an example: Fortunate means very lucky.
4.
Using clues in the text, what do you think din means? (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A.
a loud prolonged noise or sound
B.
a small dinner-like meal

C.
a large animal that lived millions of years ago

D.
a sound like a bell

5.
What part of the text gave you a clue about the meaning of din? (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A.
“as we all shout with excitement”
B.
“I had just about given up all hope, when I heard a shout in the distance.”

C.
“I was disappointed and snapped disagreeably at my sister”

D.
“the first person in the village to see them coming up the mountain always shouts”

Please note: The note-catchers are to help students organize their thoughts before writing short constructed responses. They should be used only to assess the corresponding standards if student short-constructed responses do not do so adequately.
This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about how details in the text convey the message or lesson.
	Lesson/Message/Moral:

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate the lesson/message/moral?

	1.
Responses will vary
	

	2.
Responses will vary
	


6.
In no more than three sentences, answer the following question: What was a lesson or message in this story, and how is it conveyed through details in the text? (RL.3.2)

Responses will vary, but the following is an example: The lesson is that challenges can be overcome if you think carefully and work hard. The narrator explains that his/her brain was working quickly to think of a way to get the books, which conveys the idea of thinking carefully when there is a problem or challenge. The narrator also explains that going to the elephants took a long time and made them tired and muddy, which conveys working hard to overcome a challenge.

This note-catcher is not assessed, but it might help you organize your thinking about the challenges and how they are overcome.
	Overcoming Learning Challenges

	Challenge

(facts and details)
	How the Challenge Is Overcome

(facts and details)

	Responses will vary
	Responses will vary


7.
In no more than two sentences, answer the following question: What was the challenge in this story, and how did the main character overcome it? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RL.3.3)
Responses will vary, but the following is an example: The challenge was to get the books even though the elephant library couldn’t get up the mountain. The main character overcame the challenge by going down the mountain to the elephants. She got the books![image: image1.emf]
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