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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Opinion Essay: 
Factors of Jackie Robinson’s Success

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.5.9, W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.9b, W.5.10, and L.5.2b and has two parts. In Part I, students continue working on the opinion essay begun in class by drafting a second body paragraph and conclusion. In Part II, they revise their essays to ensure that each reason is clearly linked to the stated opinion and is well supported by facts and details. They then edit to ensure that commas are correctly used to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

· W.5.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

· W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

· W.5.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”).

· W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.5.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment Opinion Essay: 
Factors of Jackie Robinson’s Success

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Part I

Use all rows on the Opinion Writing: Grade 5 rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.
	Introduces the topic with historical context

States an opinion
	

	
	Jackie Robinson was an African American who grew up during a time of segregation and discrimination of black people in the United States. Throughout his life, he was dedicated to fighting racism. On April 15, 1947, Jackie Robinson broke barriers in Major League Baseball and changed the face of the sport forever. There were many factors that led to his success, but Jackie’s personal qualities were most important.

	
	

	
	One personal quality that led to Jackie Robinson’s success was his talent. At the time, many Americans felt that a black man could not succeed in Major League Baseball. Jackie needed to be a truly amazing player to overcome the prejudice of so many. Luckily, Jackie had extraordinary skill. He was a great athlete from the time he was in high school. In Promises to Keep, his daughter writes that her father had “strong personal goals.… Dad wanted to be a professional athlete” (page 19). By the time he was a senior in college, he was “the best all-around athlete on the West Coast” (page 18), playing basketball, golf, and tennis. His talent on the baseball field was no different. For example, “(d)uring his one season with Montreal, he won the batting championship with a .349 average, scored 113 runs, ranked second in the league in stolen


	bases, and was voted Most Valuable Player in the International League” (page 34). Once he was signed to the Brooklyn Dodgers, every game was a test Jackie could not fail. Jackie needed to be a player who would help his team win games and excite the fans—and he was. In 1949, he led the league in batting and helped his team make it to the World Series six times (Jackie Robinson: A Mini Biography). In 1962, he was inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame. His team, the fans, and the league could clearly see that the game of baseball had benefited from his talent. With success like this, it was hard to deny that there was a place for black players in baseball.
	Links opinion and reasons using words and phrases

Provides logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details from a variety of sources

	
	

	
	

	Another personal quality that led to Robinson’s success was his integrity. In the fight for equality on the field, anger and violence could only get in the way. The fans needed to see that Jackie was not only talented but also courageous and in control. Here again, Jackie was extraordinary. From a young age, he promised himself that he would be the best person he could be. In Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson said, “He stood firm even when his opinion wasn’t popular. Whether questioning an umpire or an American president, Dad used his celebrity to challenge an unjust system and support a movement organized to correct the wrongs” (page 7). For example, during his first year in the major leagues, many players did not support integration. Sometimes, players hit Robinson with their cleats or pitched balls at him, trying to start a fight. But, as Sharon Robinson writes, “Dad contained his anger. He glared at his aggressor until he had gathered
	


	Organizes logically, introducing and supporting each reason in a separate body paragraph
	the strength not to throw a punch” (page 43). Robinson knew fighting the other players was wrong, and even though he wanted to fight back, he did not. He did the right thing, even when it was difficult, because it was the right thing to do. Jackie showed America that he was a better man than those who booed him, insulted him, and threw things at him.



	Provides a concluding section related to the opinion presented


	There were other factors that were important to Jackie’s success, like the support of friends and family, and the support of decision makers. But it was Jackie’s personality and talent that were the most important to his overall success. Despite the doubts and prejudices of many, Jackie Robinson proved that a black player could bring extraordinary skill and amazing integrity to the game of baseball.



	
	


Part II

Note to Teacher: Students should use a word processor for revisions if available. Use the rubric below to assess student progress.

Revising and Editing in Response to Feedback Rubric
	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Revises
	Makes revisions suggested as well as additional revisions that improve the quality of the piece
	Responds positively to feedback, making most revisions suggested
	Responds to feedback, making some revisions suggested
	Few or no changes made

	Edits
	Makes corrections suggested and identifies and corrects other errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics
	Responds positively to feedback, making all corrections suggested
	Responds to feedback, making most corrections suggested
	Few or no changes made


End-of-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Opinion Essay: Factors of Jackie Robinson’s Success

Name: ___________________________ Date: ____________
Directions:

You have written the first two paragraphs of an essay explaining your opinion on the question: Which factor(s) was most important to Jackie Robinson’s success in leading social change? Now you are going to complete that essay. Be sure to use details from the notes you took in class to support your opinion with reasons and evidence. (RI.5.9, W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.9b, W.5.10)

1. Reread the two paragraphs you have written so far.

2. Complete your essay by adding a paragraph to explain and support the second reason for your opinion and a conclusion. When you have finished, your piece should be a full essay that is several paragraphs long.

REMEMBER: A well-written opinion essay:

· Introduces and clearly states an opinion.

· Provides logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

· Links your opinion and reasons using words and phrases.

· Provides a conclusion that restates and reflects on the opinion presented.

· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Begin writing to complete your opinion essay. Manage your time carefully so you can:

1. Reread what you have already written.

2. Use the notes on your graphic organizer to draft a paragraph stating and supporting the second reason for your opinion.

3. Write a conclusion.

4. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


End-of-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: 
Revising an Opinion Essay

Name: ___________________________ Date: ____________
Directions: In class and in Part I of this assessment, you wrote the first draft of an opinion essay on the question: Which factor(s) were most important to Jackie Robinson’s success in leading social change? In Part II, you will revise and edit your piece using the peer feedback you have received. (W.5.1c, W.5.5, L.5.2b)

Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Read the full draft of your essay.

2. Read the feedback given and consider how you can use this feedback to improve your work.

3. Revise your essay:

· Make sure that each reason is clearly linked to your opinion and is well supported by facts and details.

· Correct any spelling, punctuation, or grammar mistakes. Be sure to:

· Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.[image: image1.emf]
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