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	Module Lessons
	Grade 5: Module 2: Unit 2: End-of-Unit Assessment
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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Essay:
Literary Analysis of Concrete Language and Sensory Detail in The Most Beautiful Roof in the World
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.5.1, RF.5.3, RF.5.4, W.5.2, W.5.9, and W.5.10. It has two parts. In Part I, students read a new excerpt of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World aloud for fluency. In Part II, students write an on-demand essay to answer the question: “What does the use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?”

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RF.5.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

· RF.5.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

a.
Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

c.
Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

· W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

· W.5.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”).

· W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading Fluency Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)
Note: Students should read aloud the excerpt from The Most Beautiful Roof in the World on Part I of their End of Unit 2 Assessment. The passage is 162 words long.
Record your observations on the Reading Fluency Checklist on the next page. Give students the opportunity to reread silently before asking for a brief oral summary of the text. The summary should show a clear understanding of the major events in the text and may include the following details:

· Meg climbs into the canopy.

· She sees many different animals.

· She sees macaws looking for food for their babies.

Record your observations in the first row of the Reading Fluency Checklist. Place a check mark in the appropriate column of the first row using the following key:

· 1 = Beginning

· 2 = Developing

· 3 = Proficient

· 4 = Advanced
If certain students struggle with this task, consider asking prompting with questions about key details to support the summary.

For students reading significantly below grade level, you may choose to assign shorter excerpts of the text.

When meeting with students to give Part III of the End of Unit assessment, consider using the Reading: Foundational Skills Informal Assessment: Reading Fluency Checklist to gather phonics and word analysis data (see Module 1 Appendix).

Reading Foundational Skills Informal Assessment: Reading Fluency Checklist

To assess student progress, prepare one checklist for each student. Place a check mark in the appropriate column using the following key:

1 = Beginning

2 = Developing

3 = Proficient

4 = Advanced

	Student Name:
	Grade:

Date:

	CCSS
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Notes

	
	Fluency
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4a
	Reads on-level text with purpose and understanding.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	Reads with 99–100% accuracy.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4c
	Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	Reads at a rate that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	
	
	
	

	CCSS
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Notes

	
	Fluency
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	Reading flows smoothly, without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	Reads groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	Notices and reads punctuation (e.g., pauses after a comma; questions sound like questions).
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Tone expresses the author’s meaning (e.g., surprise, grief, anger, joy, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.5.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Facial expressions and body language match expression in voice.
	
	
	
	
	


End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Essay:
Literary Analysis of Concrete Language and Sensory Detail in The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

	Use all rows on the Informative/Explanatory Writing: Grade 5 rubric and sample response below to assess student writing. When scoring Row A, look for evidence that students can quote accurately from the text to support an inference (RL.5.1) and that students have correctly determined the meaning of the metaphors and similes used in the text (RL.5.4).

	

	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky is the true story of a scientist named Meg Lowman who is doing research in the rainforest of Belize.1 Throughout the book, the author uses concrete language and sensory details to help the reader imagine Meg’s experiences. In this passage, the author’s description of what Meg sees and hears as she works helps the reader understand what an amazing place the rainforest is.2


	1Introduces the topic clearly, providing the title, author, and a brief summary of the book

2Provides a general observation (the author uses concrete language and sensory details) and focus (the description helps the reader understand how amazing the rainforest is)


	Lasky uses rich language to describe what Meg sees. When Meg is working high in the canopy, the author describes her looking up at “avenues of emerald light.”


	

	Comparing the rays of sunlight through the treetops to green jewels helps the reader see how lovely they are. When two macaws fly through the canopy “like winged rainbows,” the author tells us that “the very air seems splattered with their brilliant color.”3 Describing the brilliant colors of the light and the creatures in the rainforest helps the reader understand what a unique and beautiful place it is. Lasky’s descriptions paint a vivid picture for the reader.4


	3Develops the topic using concrete details and quotations; each evidence chunk contains context, a quotation, and elaboration tying the quotation back to the focus of the piece

4Groups related information logically; each paragraph focuses on only one sense (first seeing, then hearing)

	Rich sensory language also helps us “hear” the unusual sounds in the rainforest. As the macaws enter the canopy, the author tells us5 that “the spider monkeys screech in alarm.” This description helps us imagine the forest creatures all around Meg as she works. After a few moments, “The two birds suddenly explode from the tree like a burst of fireworks.” This simile uses sound and color to help us understand that the birds are startling and beautiful—like fireworks! Imagining the sounds of the rainforest helps us to picture the magnificent creatures in it.6
	5Links the ideas within each evidence chunk using transitional words (as) and phrases (the author tells us …)

6Uses precise language (simile, magnificent) to explain how the quote relates to the focus

	Kathryn Lasky’s description of the rainforest shows us why the book is titled The Most Beautiful Roof in the World. Her description of the sights and sounds in the canopy helps the reader to understand what a beautiful and valuable resource the rainforest is.7
	7Provides a concluding section that restates the thesis and offers some reflection

	Source:
	

	Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997.
	


End-of-Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading Fluency

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: 

1. In this unit, you have been practicing reading aloud new excerpts of text. Read aloud this passage from page 22 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World. The text describes the experience of a familiar scientist, Meg Lowman, in a rainforest canopy in Belize. (RF.5.4b, RF.5.4c)
“Meg climbs higher into the canopy. The light twinkles brightly. Above her is a cascade of orchids. Suddenly, through the avenues of emerald light, like winged rainbows two macaws sweep through the canopy. The very air seems splattered with their brilliant color. The birds fly in silence, but the spider monkeys screech in alarm. Branches shake. The bright pair settles in a nearby kapok tree. There might be a nest with chicks in it, for this is the time when the young hatch. Or the pair might be foraging in the surrounding mahogany and kapok trees for fruits and nuts. The beaks of macaws are among the most powerful in the world; macaws can crack almost any nut or seed and also deliver the most wicked of bites. The two birds suddenly explode from the tree like a burst of fireworks and go to another tree nearby. Meg thinks that they are most likely foraging for food to bring to their young.”

Lasky, Kathryn. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997. 22. Print.

2. Reread the section once again silently. Then briefly summarize the major events in the text to show basic understanding of what you have read. (RF.5.4a)

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Informative Essay:
Literary Analysis of Concrete Language and Sensory Detail in The Most Beautiful Roof in the World
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: 

1. Reread the passage from Part I of this assessment. The text describes the experience of a familiar scientist, Meg Lowman, in a rainforest canopy in Belize.

2. Write an informational essay that answers the question: “In this passage, what does the use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?” Your piece should be a full essay that is several paragraphs long.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece

· Use accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to explain your thinking

· Has a short introduction and conclusion

· Incorporates quotations from the passage, introducing each quote and explaining how the quote relates to the focus of your piece

· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your informational piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Reread the passage with the focusing question in mind.

2. Plan your informational piece using the Informative Writing Planning graphic organizer provided.

3. Write your informational piece.

4. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Note: This graphic organizer is provided to help you organize your thoughts but will not be scored.
Focus Question: What does the author’s use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

Focus Statement: 

	Introduction Paragraph
	Proof Paragraph 1

	How will you introduce the topic?
What context do you need to give to your reader?
· What is the title of the text?
· Who is the author?
State your focus:
	What is one way the author’s use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?

Text Evidence:

What facts and evidence support your focus? How?

Elaboration:

What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?


	Proof Paragraph 2
	Conclusion Paragraph

	What is another way the author’s use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?
Text Evidence:

What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
Elaboration:

What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?

	Restate your focus statement from the introduction.
Why does this matter?


	My Sources:

List any sources you used in planning your informative piece.
	Precise Language and Domain-Specific Vocabulary to Be Used:
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