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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Interpreting Metaphors and 
Analyzing Character Reactions

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, RL.5.10, W.5.9a, and L.5.5a. Students reread a section of Esperanza Rising and complete a chart analyzing the reactions of two characters to the same event. They then write a paragraph describing one of the characters’ reactions, and answer selected response questions in order to show a deep understanding of characters and theme in this section of the text.

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.5.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

· RL.5.3: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

· RL.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· W.5.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

A.
Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”).

· L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

A.
Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

Mid‐Unit 2 Assessment: Interpreting Metaphors and 
Analyzing Character Reactions
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions:

You will need your copy of Esperanza Rising for this assessment.
Throughout this unit, you have been analyzing how characters respond in challenging situations. Today you are going to reread a section of Esperanza Rising and analyze how Esperanza and Isabel respond when Isabel’s human rights are challenged. Reread the section of the book that starts on the bottom of page 225 (“Esperanza kept her mind off Miguel …”) and ends on page 227 (“She was even getting dusty.”) Then answer the questions below.
1. What is happening in this section of text? Briefly describe the situation using the chart below. (RL.5.2)
1a. How does each of the characters respond to this situation? Fill in the chart to show what she does, thinks, and feels in response to this challenge to Isabel’s human rights. Include at least one quote to explain your thinking. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, and W.5.9a)
	Character:
	Event/Situation:
	Pages:

	Los Duraznos
	Isabel not chosen Queen of the May
	225–227

	Description:

	Character
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? (quote accurately from the text)

	Isabel
	
	

	Esperanza
	
	


2. Choose Isabel or Esperanza. Use the information on your chart to write a paragraph describing how the character responded to this challenge to Isabel’s human rights. Use at least one quote from the text in your description. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2, W.5.9a)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. How are Esperanza’s and Isabel’s reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer. (RI.5.3)
A. They are both surprised that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
B. They are both very sad that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
C. They are both angry that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
D. They are both embarrassed to tell anyone that Isabel was not chosen.

4. How are Esperanza’s and Isabel’s reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. (RI.5.3)
A. Esperanza thinks it is unfair that Isabel didn’t win, but Isabel thinks she must have deserved to lose.
B. Esperanza is surprised that Isabel did not win, but Isabel knew it would happen.
C. Isabel is too sad to take action, but Esperanza tries to make her friend feel better.
D. Isabel is angry that she was not chosen, but Esperanza thinks that winning does not matter.

5. Complete the final row of this chart to interpret the meaning of the metaphor: the heartbeat of the land. (L.5.5a).
	Excerpt of text
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	Aguacalientes, Mexico, 1924. Pages 1–3.
	“Did you know that when you lie down on the land, you can feel it breathe? That you can feel its heart beating?”
	Papa loves the land and feels very connected to it. This is the home of his family, and he is very appreciative and grateful for what the land provides for him and his family.

	Los Melones: Pages 91–92 from “With her feet on solid ground …” to “… had squeezed an overripe orange.”
	“But there was no reassuring thump repeating itself. No sound of the earth’s heartbeat. Or Papa’s.”
	Esperanza does not feel connected to this new place. It is a long way from home and from the life she lived with her family, from Papa and Abuelita. She isn’t connected to the land because her family is broken apart.

	Las Uvas: Pages 248–249 from “She bent over and touched …” to “… just like she had felt it that day with Papa.”
	“Miguel, did you know that if you lie on the ground and stay very still, you can feel the earth’s heart beating?”
	


6. The heartbeat of the land is woven throughout the story. What theme does this metaphor convey? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)
A. Under the ground are channels of water that move like blood through a heart, which you can hear if you put your ear to the ground.
B. Listen carefully to people because they may say something meaningful.
C. It doesn’t matter whether you are rich or poor, or where you live; home is where your family is.
D. Touch the soil around you to feel connected to the land.

Mid‐Unit 2 Assessment: Interpreting Metaphors and 
Analyzing Character Reactions

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: 

You will need your copy of Esperanza Rising for this assessment.
Throughout this unit, you have been analyzing how characters respond in challenging situations. Today you are going to reread a section of Esperanza Rising and analyze how Esperanza and Isabel respond when Isabel’s human rights are challenged. Reread the section of the book that starts on the bottom of page 225 (“Esperanza kept her mind off Miguel …”) and ends on page 227 (“She was even getting dusty.”) Then answer the questions below.

7. What is happening in this section of text? Briefly describe the situation using the chart below. (RL.5.2)
1a.
How does each of the characters respond to this situation? Fill in the chart to show what she does, thinks, and feels in response to this challenge to Isabel’s human rights. Include at least one quote to explain your thinking. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.3, and W.5.9a)

See next page.

Answers will vary. Sample responses below.

	Chapter:
	Event/Situation:
	Pages:

	Los Duraznos
	Isabel not chosen Queen of the May
	225–227

	Description:

Isabel wanted, more than anything, to be chosen Queen of the May at school. She worked really hard and got the best grades, but she was not chosen.

	Character
	What does the 
character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? (quote accurately from the text)

	Isabel
	· Upset

· Disappointed

· It wasn’t fair
	· p226: cried, “Esperanza could see the tear streaks on her cheeks.” And “sobbing into the folders of her skirt.”

· p226: wanted comfort, “Isabel threw her arms around Esperanza’s waist.”

· p226: “I had the best grades, but the teacher said she chose on more than just grades.” 

	Esperanza
	· Very sorry for Isabel

· Wanted to make Isabel feel better; “Esperanza 
desperately wanted to make it up to her” (p226)
	· p226: comforts Isabel; “She picked her up and held her. ‘I’m sorry, Isabel. I’m so sorry that they did not choose you.’”

· p227: gives Isabel the precious porcelain doll that Papa gave her for her birthday

· “She lifted the doll from the valise and handed it to Isabel. ‘To keep as your own.’” 


8. Choose Isabel or Esperanza. Use the information on your chart to write a paragraph describing how the character responded to this challenge to Isabel’s human rights. Use at least one quote from the text in your description. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2, W.5.9a)
Sample response for Isabel: In the chapter “Los Duraznos” in Esperanza Rising, Isabel wanted, more than anything, to be chosen Queen of the May at school. She worked really hard and got the best grades, but she was not chosen. She was very upset and disappointed, and she cried when she saw Esperanza. Isabel knew that this was not fair. She told Esperanza on page 226, “I had the best grades, but the teacher said she chose on more than just grades.”

Sample response for Esperanza: In the chapter “Los Duraznos” in Esperanza Rising, Isabel wanted, more than anything, to be chosen Queen of the May at school. She worked really hard and got the best grades, but she was not chosen. Esperanza feels very sorry for Isabel and wants to make her feel better. When she first sees her, she comforts her. Then she gives Isabel her precious porcelain doll from her father. On page 227 it says, “She lifted the doll from the valise and handed it to Isabel. ‘To keep as your own.’”

9. How are Esperanza’s and Isabel’s reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer. (RI.5.3)
A. They are both surprised that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
B. They are both very sad that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
C. They are both angry that Isabel was not chosen Queen of the May.
D. They are both embarrassed to tell anyone that Isabel was not chosen.

10. How are Esperanza’s and Isabel’s reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. (RI.5.3)
A. Esperanza thinks it is unfair that Isabel didn’t win, but Isabel thinks she must have deserved to lose.

B. Esperanza is surprised that Isabel did not win, but Isabel knew it would happen.

C. Isabel is too sad to take action, but Esperanza tries to make her friend feel better.

D. Isabel is angry that she was not chosen, but Esperanza thinks that winning does not matter.
11. Complete the final row of this chart to interpret the meaning of the metaphor: the heartbeat of the land. (L.5.5a).
Sample response. Student responses may vary.
	Excerpt of text
	Metaphor
	What does it mean?

	Aguacalientes, Mexico, 1924. Pages 1–3.
	“Did you know that when you lie down on the land, you can feel it breathe? That you can feel its heart beating?”
	Papa loves the land and feels very connected to it. This is the home of his family, and he is very appreciative and grateful for what the land provides for him and his family.

	Los Melones: Pages 91–92 from “With her feet on solid ground …” to “… had squeezed an overripe orange.”
	“But there was no reassuring thump repeating itself. No sound of the earth’s heartbeat. Or Papa’s.”
	Esperanza does not feel connected to this new place. It is a long way from home and from the life she lived with her family, from Papa and Abuelita. She isn’t connected to the land because her family is broken apart.

	Las Uvas: Pages 248–249 from “She bent over and touched …” to “… just like she had felt it that day with Papa.”
	“Miguel, did you know that if you lie on the ground and stay very still, you can feel the earth’s heart beating?”
	Esperanza now feels very connected to the land and is grateful for what it is providing for her and her family. Now that the family is reunited, and the roses are blooming, she also feels more connected to Papa. She realizes that where her family is, is her home.


12. The heartbeat of the land is woven throughout the story. What theme does this metaphor convey? Underline the best answer. (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)
A. Under the ground are channels of water that move like blood through a heart, which you can hear if you put your ear to the ground.
B. Listen carefully to people because they may say something meaningful.
C. It doesn’t matter whether you are rich or poor, or where you live; home is where your family is.

D. Touch the soil around you to feel connected to the land.[image: image1.emf]
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