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End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a PSA

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.4.1a, W.4.1b, W.4.1d and W.4.4. In this assessment, students draft a script for a new PSA about the importance of kids taking action. In their script, they clearly state the opinion that it is important for kids to take action to make a difference in one’s community and provide reasons to support their opinion with facts and details from their research.

CCSS Addressed:

· W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

c. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

· W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a PSA Script
(For Teacher Reference)
Task: You have been learning about how kids have taken action to make a difference. Write a script for a PSA urging people to find a way to take action and make a difference in their own communities. Other students, parents, and people in your community will read your writing to learn more about why they should take action and do something meaningful to help the community.
Directions: Write a script for a PSA about why someone should take action to make a difference in her or his community. Be sure to explain why it’s important to make a difference and offer some things the viewer might do. Choose the most important reasons and include at least one example from your research on kids making a difference to support your opinion. Then write a script that has a clear introduction, proof paragraph, and a conclusion.
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your PSA script. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Review your Taking Action Research note-catcher before writing your draft.
2. Draft your script.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you draft to be sure it meets all the criteria.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a PSA

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Use all rows on the Opinion Writing: Grade 4 Rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.

	Do you see things that could improve in your classroom? Your school? Your town or your city? It’s important to make a difference. We’re all part of this community, and we are all responsible for helping to make it the best it can be. And guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in your community!
	Introduction attracts the listener’s attention and introduces the topic.

The opinion (you can help make a difference) is clearly stated and supported throughout the piece.



	You might wonder, can I really make a difference? I’m just a kid! But guess what? Kids now make up half the world’s population! We can shape history! And, lots of kids have shown that kids can do important work—big and small—to make their communities a better place. For example, 15-year-old Claudette Colvin did something BIG by standing up for what she believed in. In 1955, Claudette refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white person, leading the way for Rosa Parks’ refusal to move to the back of the bus and bringing national attention to desegregation of buses in Montgomery, Alabama.
	Introduces the first reason to support the opinion that the reader can make a difference: Kids can do important work.

Supports the assertion that kids can do important work with facts and details from the text.



	Little things can make a difference in a big way. Kids have made or collected and donated things for people in need. Yash Gupta, a 14-year-old, started an organization that collects used eyeglasses for children in need. Jessica Carscadden, a fourth-grader in California, collects stuffed animals for firefighters to use to help comfort children in crisis. Jen Rubino makes cards to give to kids in hospitals around the world. These kids have proven that kids can make a difference, and so can you!
	Introduces another reason to support the opinion that the reader can make a difference: Even doing “little things” can make a big difference.

Supports the assertion that “little things” can make a difference with facts and details from the text.




	The linking word to explains how the actions taken make a difference, connecting reasons and opinion.

Ending with the phrase “so can you!” links the reasons provided to the opinion.

Concluding paragraph clearly restates the opinion and includes a “call to action” related to the opinion presented.


	So, what can YOU do? Follow these three simple steps to get started. First, think about what your community needs and the issues you care about. Then, think about what you can do to help—maybe it’s starting a collection or raising money. Maybe it’s raising awareness about the issue. Finally, get out there and do it! No matter how big or how small, we all can improve our communities and contribute to a better world.

	
	


Ideas in this piece are grouped logically to support the writer’s purpose—to persuade the reader to take action that will make a difference in his or her community. The piece begins with very convincing evidence that even a young person can spark significant change (Claudette Colvin); moves to examples of smaller, more practical things the reader can do (collect stuffed animals); and ends with three concrete steps the reader can take to begin taking action. The voice, tone, and vocabulary of this piece are conversational and persuasive—appropriate to this audience and to the purpose of this PSA.

End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Writing a PSA Script
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Task: You have been learning about how kids have taken action to make a difference. Write a script for a PSA urging people to find a way to take action and make a difference in their own communities. Other students, parents, and people in your community will read your writing to learn more about why they should take action and do something meaningful to help the community.
Directions: Write a script for a PSA about why someone should take action to make a difference in her or his community. Be sure to explain why it’s important to make a difference and offer some things the viewer might do. Choose the most important reasons and include at least one example from your research on kids making a difference to support your opinion. Then write a script that has a clear introduction, proof paragraph, and a conclusion.
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your PSA script. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Review your Taking Action Research note-catcher before writing your draft.
2. Draft your script.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you draft to be sure it meets all the criteria.[image: image1.emf]
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