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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Answering Questions about a Literary Text

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RL.4.4, RL.4.7, RF.4.4, L.4.4, and L.4.5c, and has two parts. In Part I, students read aloud a new excerpt of text from The Hope Chest and are assessed on accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. Students then orally summarize what they have read to assess basic understanding of the text. In Part II, students read Chapter 4 of The Hope Chest and answer selected and short response questions about the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases, and their synonyms and antonyms. They also analyze artwork inspired by The Hope Chest to identify how it reflects and enhances specific descriptions in the text.

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

· RL.4.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

· RL.4.7: Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.

· RF.4.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

· L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

· L.4.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

Part I: Reading Fluency

(For Teacher Reference)
Note: In this assessment, a student reads a short, unfamiliar passage aloud to demonstrate sufficient accuracy and fluency. Choose an on-level text for the student to read aloud. Time the student as he or she reads the text aloud, noting any miscues and self-corrections as he or she reads on the Reading Fluency Checklist on the next page. Then ask students for a brief oral summary of the excerpt for Part II of this assessment.

Directions: Throughout the first half of this unit, you have been practicing reading aloud excerpts of The Hope Chest for fluency and accuracy. In this assessment, you are going to read aloud a new excerpt of the book. (RF.4.4)
To prepare, read the excerpt once silently. Your teacher will tell you when you should begin reading aloud. Remember the criteria you recorded on the Fluent Readers Do These Things anchor chart as you read the text with accuracy and expression.
Excerpt: Pages 48–49, from “Violet didn’t have to do the math …” to the end of the chapter.
For students reading significantly below grade level, you may choose to assign shorter excerpts of the text.

Sample student oral summary response: When Violet is worried about Myrtle missing school, Myrtle tells Violet that her mother wanted her to go to a real school, not a school to study ironing and dusting.

Part II: Answering Questions about a Literary Text

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read Chapter 4 of The Hope Chest and answer the following questions.
Part I:

After reading Chapter 4, “Henry Street,” of The Hope Chest, reread the first paragraph of page 42:
“The Henry Street Settlement House had stone steps with wrought-iron railings. At the bottom of the steps sat a group of girls playing jacks and a woman rocking a baby in a baby carriage with her foot.”
Look at this artwork inspired by The Hope Chest.
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 Illustration by Stacey Posnett for EL Education
1. a.
How does the illustration reflect the description in the text? Underline all the details that apply. (RL.4.7).

A. The Henry Street Settlement House had stone steps
B. A woman rocking a baby in a baby carriage with her foot
C. Wrought-iron railings
D. At the bottom of the steps sat a group of girls playing jacks
b.
What might the artwork help the reader understand about the neighborhood the Henry Street Settlement House was in that the text does not? Use details from the artwork to support your answer. (RL.4.7)
Sample student response: It looks like it was perhaps not well cared for because there is trash on the sidewalk and on the steps of the house. It looks like there wasn’t much space in the house because people hung their laundry out of the windows rather than drying it inside.
2. a.
Read this sentence from page 42:

“Violet followed her with some trepidation.”
What is the meaning of the word trepidation? Underline the correct answer. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a)

A. A feeling of excitement
B. A feeling of anger
C. A feeling of fear
D. A feeling of sadness

b.
Which phrases in the text best help you understand the meaning of the word trepidation? Underline all that apply. (RL.4.1, RL.4.4, L.4.4a)

A. “‘I think we just go in,’ said Myrtle.”
B. “She hesitated, but Myrtle pushed the door open and went in.”
C. “Violet had a lifelong training in good manners, and it did not include going into other people’s houses without knocking.”
D. “The house had an ordinary hall, with a carpet and an umbrella stand.”

c.
Underline the synonyms of trepidation and circle the antonyms. (L.4.5c)

A. [image: image6.emf]Excitement

B. Fear

C. [image: image7.emf]Enthusiasm

D. Dread

E. Worry

F. Jealousy

3. Read this sentence from page 43.

“It was a parlor, rather like the one back home had been before it was turned into Stephen’s recuperation room.”

Use the dictionary to determine the meaning of the word recuperation and write the meaning in your own words. (RL.4.4, L.4.4c)
Sample student response: Recovering from illness.
4. Read this sentence from page 44. 
“I hope you ladies won’t think me discourteous if I express some curiosity as to who might be inquiring for Miss Mayhew.” 
If “courteous” means polite and respectful, what do you think discourteous means? Underline the synonym for discourteous below. (RL.4.4, L.4.4b, L.4.5c)

A. Kind
B. Polite
C. Rude
D. Ugly
5. a.
How does Mr. Martin feel about Myrtle and Violet? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.3)

A. Happy to see them

B. Angry they decided to visit him

C. Disappointed with them for disturbing his reading

D. Concerned about them

b.
Underline the sentences from Chapter 4 that support your answer. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3)

A. “‘I’m afraid Miss Mayhew isn’t here,’ said Mr. Martin. ‘She isn’t in New York, actually.’”
B. “Mr. Martin leaned forward, looking concerned.”
C. “Are you in New York with your parents Miss Mayhew? And what about you, Miss Davis? Where have you sprung from, and don’t they miss you there?”
D. “It’s a very worthwhile cause,” said Mr. Martin.
Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part I: Reading Fluency Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)
	Student Name:
	Grade:

Date:

	CCSS
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Notes

	
	Fluency
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a
	Reads on-level text with purpose and understanding.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads with 99–100% accuracy.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4c
	Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads at a rate that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reading flows smoothly, without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Reads groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	Notices and reads punctuation (e.g., pauses after a comma; questions sound like questions).
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Tone expresses the author’s meaning (e.g., surprise, grief, anger, joy, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Facial expressions and body language match expression in voice.
	
	
	
	
	


Part I: Reading Fluency

Directions: Throughout the first half of this unit, you have been practicing reading aloud excerpts of The Hope Chest for fluency and accuracy. In this assessment, you are going to read aloud a new excerpt of the book. (RF.4.4)
To prepare, read the excerpt once silently. Your teacher will tell you when you should begin reading aloud. Remember the criteria you recorded on the Fluent Readers Do These Things anchor chart as you read the text with accuracy and expression.
Excerpt: Pages 48–49, from “Violet didn’t have to do the math …” to the end of the chapter. 

Part II: Answering Questions about a Literary Text

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Read Chapter 4 of The Hope Chest and answer the following questions.
Part I:

After reading Chapter 4, “Henry Street,” of The Hope Chest, reread the first paragraph of page 42:
“The Henry Street Settlement House had stone steps with wrought-iron railings. At the bottom of the steps sat a group of girls playing jacks and a woman rocking a baby in a baby carriage with her foot.”
Look at this artwork inspired by The Hope Chest.
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Illustration by Stacey Posnett for EL Education
1. a.
How does the illustration reflect the description in the text? Underline all the details that apply. (RL.4.7).

A. The Henry Street Settlement House had stone steps
B. A woman rocking a baby in a baby carriage with her foot
C. Wrought-iron railings
D. At the bottom of the steps sat a group of girls playing jacks

b.
What might the artwork help the reader understand about the neighborhood the Henry Street Settlement House was in that the text does not? Use details from the artwork to support your answer. (RL.4.7)

	

	

	

	

	


2. a.
Read this sentence from page 42:

“Violet followed her with some trepidation.”
What is the meaning of the word trepidation? Underline the correct answer. (RL.4.4, L.4.4a)

A. A feeling of excitement
B. A feeling of anger
C. A feeling of fear
D. A feeling of sadness

b.
Which phrases in the text best help you understand the meaning of the word trepidation? Underline all that apply. (RL.4.1, RL.4.4, L.4.4a)

A. “‘I think we just go in,’ said Myrtle.”
B. “She hesitated, but Myrtle pushed the door open and went in.”
C. “Violet had a lifelong training in good manners, and it did not include going into other people’s houses without knocking.”
D. “The house had an ordinary hall, with a carpet and an umbrella stand.”
c.
Underline the synonyms of trepidation and circle the antonyms. (L.4.5c)

A. Excitement
B. Fear
C. Enthusiasm
D. Dread
E. Worry
F. Jealousy
3. Read this sentence from page 43.

“It was a parlor, rather like the one back home had been before it was turned into Stephen’s recuperation room.”
Use the dictionary to determine the meaning of the word recuperation and write the meaning in your own words. (RL.4.4, L.4.4c)
	

	


4. Read this sentence from page 44. 
“I hope you ladies won’t think me discourteous if I express some curiosity as to who might be inquiring for Miss Mayhew.” 
If “courteous” means polite and respectful, what do you think discourteous means? Underline the synonym for discourteous below. (RL.4.4, L.4.4b, L.4.5c)

A. Kind

B. Polite

C. Rude

D. Ugly

5. a.
How does Mr. Martin feel about Myrtle and Violet? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.3)

A. Happy to see them

B. Angry they decided to visit him

C. Disappointed with them for disturbing his reading

D. Concerned about them

b.
Underline the sentences from Chapter 4 that support your answer. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3)

A. “‘I’m afraid Miss Mayhew isn’t here,’ said Mr. Martin. ‘She isn’t in New York, actually.’”

B. “Mr. Martin leaned forward, looking concerned.”

C. “Are you in New York with your parents Miss Mayhew? And what about you, Miss Davis? Where have you sprung from, and don’t they miss you there?”

D. “It’s a very worthwhile cause,” said Mr. Martin.
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