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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Writing a Literary Essay about a Theme in The Hope Chest
(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.2, W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.6, and W.4.9a. Students write an on-demand literary essay to respond to the prompt, “The Hope Chest explores several themes. Write an essay that explains one of the major themes of the book. Use evidence and examples from the text to support your interpretation.”
CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

· W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because).

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

· W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.4.6: With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.

· W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).

End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Writing a Literary Essay about a Theme in The Hope Chest
(For Teacher Reference)
The Hope Chest explores several themes. You have read a model essay explaining “Do Something Meaningful” and you wrote an essay about another theme of your choice. In this lesson, you are going to write an essay that explains another of the major themes of the book. Use evidence and examples from the text to support your interpretation.
REMEMBER: A well-written literary essay:

· Clearly states the focus and stays focused throughout the piece

· Uses accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to explain thinking

· Has a short introduction and conclusion

· Incorporates quotations from the text, introducing each quote and explaining how the quote relates to the focus of the piece

· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

· Cites sources

Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Develop a focus statement.
2. Identify two characters from The Hope Chest whose actions show evidence of the theme. Refer to the Themes anchor charts.
3. Plan your literary essay, creating your own graphic organizer if you wish to organize the two pieces of evidence you are using for each character.
4. Write your literary essay.
5. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing. Be sure it meets all the criteria.
End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Writing a Literary Essay about a Theme in The Hope Chest
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Use all rows on the Informative Writing: Grade 4 rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing. This is a sample student response for the theme “stand up for what is right.”

	Introduction gives the reader important information needed to understand the piece: It introduces the title, author, and what the book is about.

Focus statement offers a general observation (one main theme is “stand up for what is right”) and focuses on two characters whose actions show evidence of the theme.


	The Hope Chest, by Karen Schwabach, is a story about a girl named Violet who runs away from home to find her sister, Chloe. Chloe left home to become a public health nurse in New York City and then worked to help get women the right to vote in Washington, D.C. and Tennessee. One of the main themes of The Hope Chest is “stand up for what is right.” In this book, both Chloe and Mr. Martin stand up for what is right.

	Information is logically grouped by focusing on the actions of a single character in each body paragraph.

First body paragraph focuses on Chloe and provides examples from the text (including quotations) of how she stood up for what is right.


	Throughout the book, Chloe stands up for what is right as she works to help women get the right to vote. In Chapter 6, Miss Paul explains to Violet how Chloe has been working for the woman suffrage movement including being arrested while picketing the White House, and going to Tennessee to support efforts with the vote there she works all. In Chapter 12, Chloe also stands up for what is right when the desk clerk at the hotel wants Myrtle to leave because of the color of her skin. Chloe tells him, “If you don’t mind, we’re trying to have a conversation here” and steps over to put her hand protectively on Myrtle’s shoulder. Even though Chloe doesn’t argue with clerk, her words and actions show that she stands with Myrtle for what is right.




	Chloe isn’t the only one to stand up for what is right. In Chapter 7, Mr. Martin stands up to the conductor on the train who asks Myrtle to move to the Jim Crow car because she is African American. He argues with him and tries to get the conductor to let Myrtle stay with the rest of the suffragists in the carriage. In Chapter 13, he also stands up for what is right by telling one of the boys in a restaurant that he will take his business elsewhere when Myrtle isn’t allowed to eat with him at the counter. By taking his business elsewhere, he is standing up for Myrtle and her right to be able to eat inside with him.
	Second body paragraph focuses on Mr. Martin and provides examples from the text of how he stood up for what is right.

Uses domain-specific language (suffragists, Jim Crow) to explain the situation.



	Both Chloe and Mr. Martin respond to injustice in The Hope Chest by standing up for what is right. They are not the only characters to stand up for what is right, though. Miss. Kelley, a suffragist fighting for women to get the right to vote, also describes to Violet how she is standing up for the rights of African Americans by fighting with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People to put an end to segregation. Throughout The Hope Chest, we learn that in the past people have sometimes had to break the rules and argue against others to stand up for what is right.

	The word both links Chloe’s and Mr. Martin’s actions; the word by connects their responses to the theme of the book.

Conclusion restates the focus and reflects on additional evidence that supports the idea that “standing up for what is right” is a major theme in the book.



	Source: Schwabach, K. The Hope Chest. New York: Random House Inc. 2008.
	Lists sources


End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Writing a Literary Essay about a Theme in The Hope Chest
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
The Hope Chest explores several themes. You have read a model essay explaining “Do Something Meaningful” and you wrote an essay about another theme of your choice. In this lesson, you are going to write an essay that explains another of the major themes of the book. Use evidence and examples from the text to support your interpretation.
REMEMBER: A well-written literary essay:

· Clearly states the focus and stays focused throughout the piece
· Uses accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to explain thinking
· Has a short introduction and conclusion
· Incorporates quotations from the text, introducing each quote and explaining how the quote relates to the focus of the piece
· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
· Cites sources
Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Develop a focus statement.
2. Identify two characters from The Hope Chest whose actions show evidence of the theme. Refer to the Themes anchor charts.
3. Plan your literary essay, creating your own graphic organizer if you wish to organize the two pieces of evidence you are using for each character.
4. Write your literary essay.
5. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing. Be sure it meets all the criteria.
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Write your literary essay below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


[image: image1.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 4: Module 4: Unit 2


Responding to Inequality: Ratifying the 19th Amendment — 


End-of-Unit Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	8



