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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Summarizing Events in a Chapter

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.2, L.4.1a, L.4.5a and L.4.5b. Students read a chapter of The Hope Chest and answer selected and short response questions about similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, proverbs, relative pronouns, and relative adverbs. They then summarize events in the chapter showing evidence of a theme, citing evidence to support the chosen theme.

CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

· L.4.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).
· L.4.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Summarizing Events in a Chapter

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read Chapter 15 of The Hope Chest and answer the questions below:
1. a. On page 180 it says, “Violet was being seen and not heard.” This is like the proverb “A child should be seen and not heard.” What do you think this proverb means? (Remember that proverbs are often old sayings that we might not agree with now.) Underline the correct answer. (L.4.5b)
A. Children should behave well and be quiet around adults.
B. Children should behave badly and talk loudly when they are with adults.
C. Adults should behave well and be quiet around children.
D. Adults and children should not talk to each other.
b. What does this proverb tell you about Violet’s behavior in the dining room? (L.4.5b)
Sample student response: She was being quiet so that the adults could see her but not hear her.

2. a. On page 181 it says, “There was something about the way they both said ‘Jew’ that made Violet’s skin crawl.” What does this idiom tell you about how Violet felt? Underline the correct answer. (L.4.5b)
A. She was excited and happy.

B. She was frightened or disturbed.

C. She was confused.

D. She was very tired.

3. a. What does Miss. Pearson mean when she says, “He’s not for sale” (p. 182)? Underline the correct answer. (L.4.5a)
A. He isn’t buying or selling anything.
B. He is selling his house.
C. They can’t buy his vote for money.
D. He doesn’t want to sell his car.
b.  Is this a simile or metaphor? How do you know? (L.4.5a)
Sample student response: Metaphor because it is describing a person as though he is an object for sale, which he isn’t.
4. What does Mrs. Catts mean when she says, “And now, at the scene of the final battle …” (p.194)? Underline the correct answer. (L.4.5a)

A. Mr. Martin, Chloe, and Mrs. Catts are about to fight in a war
B. The final scene of a play about a battle
C. The upcoming vote in Tennessee for women to be able to vote
D. The battle to stay in the hotel
5. Underline the correct relative pronoun to complete the sentence below. (L.4.1a)
The old woman __________________ Violet met on the veranda was Mrs. Catts.
A. who
B. whose
C. whom
D. which
E. that
6. Write the correct relative adverb (where, when, why) in the sentence below. (L.4.1a)

The Hermitage was the hotel ____________________ Violet found Chloe dancing with Harry T. Burn.
A. where
B. when
C. why
7. Choose one of the themes in this chapter (inequality is injustice, stand up for what is right, do something meaningful). Write a summary of the part of Chapter 15 in which you describe the theme. Be sure to use supporting details and provide a brief overview of what happened in that part of the chapter. (RL.4.1, RL.4.2)

If you find it helpful, you may create a graphic organizer to organize your thinking. Your graphic organizer will not be assessed.
Evaluate responses using the rubric on the next page. Note: Responses are assessed on mastery of RI.4.1 and RI.4.2, not on the quality of written expression.

Sample student response: In Chapter 15 of The Hope Chest by Karen Schwabach, we see the theme “inequality is injustice.” We see it on page 189 when Myrtle has to sneak into the hotel because she isn’t allowed inside, and on page 191 when she has to pretend to be dusting something with her handkerchief, and on page 193 when Mrs. Catt is rude about Myrtle being with Chloe. In all of these examples, Myrtle is treated this way because she is African American, and at that time white people and African Americans were segregated by laws in certain parts of the United States and were treated terribly. Segregation was unequal and unfair.

Summarizing a Literary Text Rubric
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clearly introduces the text and “wraps up” with a concluding statement that repeats a theme of the passage
	Introduces the text with the title and “wraps up” with a concluding statement
	Missing an adequate introduction or concluding statement
	Missing introductory and concluding statement

	Accurately identifies and clearly and concisely explains a theme in the text
	Accurately identifies and briefly explains a theme in the text
	Theme in the text is absent or unclear; little or no explanation provided
	Theme stated or explained in a way that indicates misunderstanding

	Uses well-chosen supporting details and quotes (if appropriate) to explain a theme of the text
	Uses important details to explain a theme of the text 
	Details used may not clearly explain a theme of the text
	Does not include details that explain a theme of the text

	Concisely conveys only the most important ideas and details
	Conveys only important ideas and details
	Includes some unnecessary details
	Includes many unnecessary details and explanations 
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