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End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Opinion Writing: Loyalist Broadside

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.4.9, W.4.1, W.4.5, W.4.9b, W.4.10, L.4.1e, and L.4.1g and has two parts. In Part I, students demonstrate what they have learned about writing an opinion piece by drafting a broadside from the Loyalist perspective. In Part II, students apply what they have learned about linking words, prepositional phrases, and frequently confused words to revise and edit the broadside. In an optional Part III, students answer selected response questions about prepositional phrases and frequently confused words.
CCSS Addressed:

· RI.4.9: Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
· W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
· W.4.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.
· W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).
· W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
· L.4.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
e. Form and use prepositional phrases.
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Opinion Writing: Loyalist Broadside

(For Teacher Reference)
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment, Part I Prompt: Drafting an Opinion Piece

Task: You have been learning about different perspectives on the American Revolution. Write a broadside from the Loyalist perspective that states whether colonists should support the American Revolution. Other colonists will read your writing to learn more about the Loyalist opinion and why they should support it.
Directions: Write a broadside from the Loyalist perspective that states an opinion on the American Revolution. Choose the most important reasons from your sources to support your opinion. Then write an opinion piece that is at least four paragraphs long. As you write, be sure to correctly form and use prepositional phrases and frequently confused words.
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Clearly connects the opinion and reasons using linking words and phrases
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your broadside. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Review your Opinion Writing Planning Graphic Organizer: End-of-Unit 3 Assessment before writing your draft.
2. Draft your broadside.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you draft to be sure it meets all the criteria.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Opinion Writing: Loyalist Broadside
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Use rows A–I on the Opinion Writing: Grade 4 Rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.
Stay Loyal!
The rebel Patriots have caused us enough trouble. Between the Boston Tea Party and the lies they spread about the so-called “Boston Massacre,” they have done no good. Their desire for independence from Great Britain is simply absurd. We are British citizens and should stay loyal to the crown!
Introduction provides needed context about some of the events leading to the conflict
The opinion is clearly stated and maintained throughout the piece.
It is our duty as citizens of England to remain loyal. Great Britain protected us during the French and Indian War. Now, our tax dollars go to repay them for the soldiers they sent during that war. These soldiers are still here to protect us. We have only one king—King George III—and he cares for us well.
Provides reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details from the texts
The rebels cannot win this battle! The British army is much stronger than the Patriot army. It is the strongest army in the world! Washington has not won any major battles, and his army needs guns and supplies. They do not have a navy—there is no way they can defeat the British soldiers.
Creates an organizational structure in which each reason is discussed in a focused paragraph
The reasons to stay loyal are clear. We are well and fairly treated by our king. Our army is much stronger and will surely be victorious. Be proud to be British and stand loyal with King George during this terrible war!
Links opinion and reasons using words and phrases (The reasons … are clear)
The concluding paragraph clearly repeats the opinion and summarizes the reasons for it.
This piece demonstrates a clear understanding of the issue by stating and supporting the Loyalist opinion with logical reasons and textual evidence. The voice, tone, and vocabulary are strong and persuasive—appropriate to this audience and to the purpose of the broadside.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment, Part II Prompt: Revising for 
Linking Words, Prepositional Phrases, and Frequently Confused Words

Directions: You have already written a first draft of a broadside from the Loyalist perspective for Part I of the End-of-Unit 3 Assessment. For this part of the assessment, you will revise and edit your draft. You will focus on:

· adding linking words to connect your opinion to reasons and evidence in your piece
· forming and using prepositional phrases
· correctly using frequently confused words
You may use a dictionary, your texts, and any other resources available in class to help you revise and edit.
Now, begin work on revising and editing your first draft. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Reread your first draft.
2. Revise your first draft for linking words, prepositional phrases, and frequently confused words.
3. As you revise, highlight the changes you are making in yellow.
Part III: Forming and Using Prepositional Phrases and Frequently Confused Words

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
(Note: This section is optional, as L.4.1e may also be assessed in the written opinion piece.)
1. Part A: Underline the prepositional phrases in the following sentence (L.4.1e):
 “William and his friends wait by the Delaware River with other men from Burlington.” (from Divided Loyalties, page 36)
2. Write a sentence with the following prepositional phrase (L.4.1e):
during the American Revolution
Responses will vary. Sample student response: The Patriots defeated the British army during the American Revolution.
3. Complete the sentence with the best prepositional phrase from the choices below. (L.4.1e)
On October 17, 1781, the British Army surrendered ______ Yorktown, Virginia.
A. for
B. at
C. on
D. to
4. Complete the sentence with the correct word from the choices below. (L.4.1g)
The Continental Congress met in Philadelphia _______ discuss the problems with Great Britain.
A. to
B. too
C. two
5. Write a sentence correctly using the following word: lose. (L.4.1g)
Responses will vary. Sample student response: The Loyalists knew the British had a strong navy and thought there was no way they could lose.
6. Write a sentence correctly using the following word: loose. (L.4.1g)
Responses will vary. Sample student response: The soldier’s red coat was loose.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Opinion Writing: Loyalist Broadside

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

End-of-Unit 3 Assessment, Part I Prompt: Drafting an Opinion Piece

Task: You have been learning about different perspectives on the American Revolution. Write a broadside from the Loyalist perspective that states whether colonists should support the American Revolution. Other colonists will read your writing to learn more about the Loyalist opinion and why they should support it.
Directions: Write a broadside from the Loyalist perspective that states an opinion on the American Revolution. Choose the most important reasons from your sources to support your opinion. Then write an opinion piece that is at least four paragraphs long. As you write, be sure to correctly form and use prepositional phrases and frequently confused words.
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Clearly connects the opinion and reasons using linking words and phrases
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Now, begin work on your broadside. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Review your Opinion Writing Planning Graphic Organizer: End-of-Unit 3 Assessment before writing your draft.
2. Draft your broadside.
3. Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you draft to be sure it meets all the criteria.
End-of-Unit 3 Assessment: Opinion Writing: Loyalist Broadside
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Part III: Forming and Using Prepositional Phrases and Frequently Confused Words

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

1. Part A: Underline the prepositional phrases in the following sentence (L.4.1e):
“William and his friends wait by the Delaware River with other men from Burlington.” (from Divided Loyalties, page 36)
2. Write a sentence with the following prepositional phrase (L.4.1e):
during the American Revolution

	


3. Complete the sentence with the best prepositional phrase from the choices below. (L.4.1e)
On October 17, 1781, the British Army surrendered ______ Yorktown, Virginia.
A. for
B. at
C. on
D. to
4. Complete the sentence with the correct word from the choices below. (L.4.1g)
The Continental Congress met in Philadelphia _______ discuss the problems with Great Britain.
A. to
B. too
C. two
5. Write a sentence correctly using the following word: lose. (L.4.1g)
	


6. Write a sentence correctly using the following word: loose. (L.4.1g)
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