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End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, RI.4.10, and L.4.1f. Students apply what they have learned about reading and analyzing informational texts to answer selected response questions about the main idea and overall structure of a new informational text. They then summarize the text.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
· RI.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
· RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
· RI.4.5: Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
· RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
· L.4.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: Answering Questions about an Informational Text

(For Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read the text and answer the questions that follow:

“Revolutionary War, Part III”
Victory at Yorktown and Peace

Starting in 1778, the British focused their efforts on the southern colonies. In the Carolinas and Virginia, British General Charles Cornwallis defeated the Americans in one battle after another. The situation there seemed hopeless.
Then the French came to the rescue. General Rochambeau and some 5,000 French troops arrived in 1780. And a French fleet arrived in 1781.
At that time, General Cornwallis had an army of more than 6,000 British troops at Yorktown, Virginia. Washington led his American and French troops there. For the first time in the war, Washington had a larger military force than the British.
Yorktown was the last major battle of the war. Peace talks began in Paris, France, in 1782. The Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783. The new nation had been tested on the battlefield. Now the war was over. For the first time, Britain recognized the United States of America as an independent country.
Excerpt from: “Revolutionary War.” The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 2013. Web. 3 Dec. 2013. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Library Publishing Inc.
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1. Which set of words from “Victory at Yorktown and Peace” are opposites of each other? (RI.4.4)
A. hopeless, rescue
B. efforts, hopeless
C. rescue, war
D. war, peace
2. Part A: Which sentence states the main idea of “Victory at Yorktown and Peace”? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.2)
A. A country needs a big army to be independent.
B. The biggest army always wins.
C. Even when a situation looks hopeless, there is a still a chance with help from friends.
D. If you have been defeated lots of times, you will never win.
Part B: Which detail from the text best supports the correct answer to A? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
A. “The situation there seemed hopeless. Then the French came to the rescue.”
B. “For the first time in the war, Washington had a larger military force than the British.”
C. “The new nation had been tested on the battlefield.”
D. “In the Carolinas and Virginia, British General Charles Cornwallis defeated the Americans in one battle after another.”
3. Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5)
A. chronology
B. comparison
C. cause/effect
D. problem/solution
Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5)
A. uses words like cause, effect, result of, due to
B. discusses similarities and differences
C. gives events in order
D. solves a problem
4. Summarize the text in the space below. (RI.4.1, RI.4.2)
Evaluate responses using the rubric below. Note: Responses are assessed on mastery of RI.4.1 and RL.4.2, not on the quality of written expression.
Summarizing an Informational Text Rubric

	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clearly introduces the text and “wraps up” with a concluding statement that repeats the main idea(s) of the passage
	Introduces the text with the title and “wraps up” with a concluding statement
	Missing an adequate introduction or concluding statement
	Missing introductory and concluding statement

	Accurately identifies and clearly and concisely explains main ideas in the text
	Accurately identifies and briefly explains main ideas in the text
	Key ideas in the text are absent or unclear; little or no explanation provided
	Main ideas stated or explained in a way that indicates misunderstanding

	Uses well-chosen details and quotes (if appropriate) to explain the main idea(s) of the text
	Uses important details to explain the main idea(s) of the text 
	Details used may not clearly explain the main idea(s) of the text
	Does not include details that explain the main idea(s) of the text


	Concisely conveys only the most important ideas and details
	Conveys only important ideas and details

	Includes some unnecessary details
	Includes many unnecessary details and explanations 


Sample student response:
Revolutionary War, Part III, “Victory at Yorktown and Peace,” describes how the Revolutionary War ended. The British army kept defeating the Patriot army over and over. It seemed like the American army would lose. But then French troops arrived in America to help American troops. General Washington led the men to where the British troops were in Yorktown. Yorktown was the last major battle. Because of the French troops, Washington had more men than the British and they were able to defeat the British army. Britain and the Americans signed a peace treaty. Then the United States of America was recognized as an independent country.
5. A student wrote a paragraph about some of the causes of the Revolutionary War. She needs help to edit it. Read the paragraph below and answer the questions that follow.
In the 1770s, America was a group of 13 colonies. Ruled by Great Britain. Patriots were colonists who wanted to break away from Great Britain and set up their own government with their own laws. Patriots believed it was unfair that they paid British taxes and had to follow British laws but were not allowed to vote in the British government. They believed America should become its own country and rule itself.
Part A: Underline the run-on sentence in the piece. Then add the period and capital letters needed to divide the run-on into two or more complete sentences.
Part B: Circle the fragment in the piece and rewrite it as a complete sentence on the lines below. (L.4.1f):
Sample student response: They were ruled by Great Britain.
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5. A student wrote a paragraph about some of the causes of the Revolutionary War. She needs help to edit it. Read the paragraph below and answer the questions that follow.
In the 1770s, America was a group of 13 colonies. Ruled by Great Britain. Patriots were colonists who wanted to break away from Great Britain and set up their own government with their own laws. Patriots believed it was unfair that they paid British taxes and had to follow British laws but were not allowed to vote in the British government and they believed America should become its own country and rule itself.
Part A: Underline the run-on sentence in the piece. Then add the period and capital letters needed to divide the run-on into two or more complete sentences.
Part B: Circle the fragment in the piece and rewrite it as a complete sentence on the lines below. (L.4.1f):
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