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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: 
Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.4.9, W.4.3a and W.4.3d, W.4.4, W.4.9b, W.4.10, L.4.3a, and L.4.6 and has two parts. In Part I, students answer selected response questions targeting assessment of language and writing standards. In Part II, students plan and write a first draft beginning to their choose-your-own-adventure narrative. Students use their Introduction Expansion graphic organizers to write a beginning that establishes their narrative by introducing their character, setting, and problem of their story, using carefully chosen words and phrases to describe the characters, experiences, and events precisely.

CCSS Assessed:

· RI.4.9: Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

· W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

b. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.

· W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.4.9b: Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

· W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.4.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

· L.4.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 1
 (Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Note: Although suggested answers have been provided, if students can provide appropriate justification, different options from those suggested as the answers may be selected.

Directions: A student is writing a narrative for her class about a pufferfish’s encounter with a predator. The student wants to revise the story to include a better opening. Read the draft from her story and complete the questions that follow.
Perry the pufferfish swished slowly through the seaweed, looking for a tasty clam to eat. The warm ocean water flowed around him. A sea anemone swam by, quickly looking at Perry’s bright spines. Looking toward the ocean floor, Perry spotted something. Was it a mussel hiding in its shell? He swam down to take a closer look.

1. Choose the best beginning sentences to introduce the story. Explain why. (W.4.3a)
a. Pufferfish are unique creatures. They have several tricky ways to protect themselves from predators.
b. Protecting himself from predators was Perry the pufferfish’s daily goal. He needed to protect himself so he wouldn’t get eaten!
c. Splish, splash, splosh. The water moved around the fish in the ocean. Perry the pufferfish peered out from behind the coral reef, searching the ocean for predators.
d. All of the animals of the ocean are on the lookout for predators. One day, Perry the pufferfish met one face-to-face.
The introduction in choice “c” effectively introduces the main character (Perry the pufferfish) and establishes the situation (he is in the ocean, on the lookout for predators) using descriptive language (splish, splash, splosh) and precise vocabulary (peered out from behind the coral reef).

2. The writer wants to replace the underlined words to make her meaning clearer.

Which would be a better choice for the first word she has underlined? Explain why. (W.4.3d, L.4.3a, L.4.6)
A. hoping

B. searching

C. hunting

D. waiting
Hunting is the most accurate word to describe what the pufferfish is doing.
Which would be a better choice for the second word she has underlined? Explain why. (W.4.3d, L.4.3a, L.4.6)
A.
studying

B.
examining

C.
glancing at
D.
gazing at

The use of the adjective “quickly” in the sentence above makes “glancing at” the best choice. Studying, examining, and gazing all imply a close and careful look.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
Directions: You have been gathering research about your expert group animal and its defense mechanisms in order to write a choose-your-own adventure narrative to inform and entertain your classmates, parents, and teachers. Develop an introduction for your narrative that introduces the main character to the reader, establishes a setting, and describes the encounter between your animal and a predator. Choose the most important information from your sources to include in your introduction. Then write an introduction that is at least two paragraphs long. Be sure to establish the situation clearly and use sensory details to describe the experiences and events precisely.
REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Establishes a situation
· Clearly introduces the narrator and setting
· Organizes events in an order that makes sense
· Uses sensory details to describe experiences and events precisely
· Uses a narrative voice and engages the reader
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar)
· Incorporates research from at least two sources
Now, begin work on the introduction to your narrative. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

3. Review the Unit 1 and 2 texts used in your research and your research notes to plan and draft your writing.
4. Plan the introduction to your narrative using the Introduction Expansion graphic organizer.
5. Write the introduction to your narrative. Be sure to introduce the main character of your adventure and describe the encounter between your animal and a predator.
6. Use the What Makes a Good Narrative? checklist to revise and edit your introduction to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
Introduction Expansion Graphic Organizer

(For Teacher Reference)
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NOTE: Your notes will not be scored.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Use rows A, B, D, G, and H on the Narrative Writing: Grade 4 rubric and sample response below to assess student writing.
Note: Student response should center on the student’s own expert animal.
	Chirp! Chirp! Tweet! Chirp!
Marty the millipede listened to the sounds of the forest as he crawled along. He was searching for a good, crunchy, fresh leaf to eat. His 120 legs marched slowly across the ground. He heard the rustling of the leaves in the trees around him and the water of the stream tumbling by. Marty noticed a small, tasty, green leaf on the ground and started nibbling it.
Across the stream, a warty toad spotted Marty. The toad was searching for his lunch and thought Marty would make a delicious meal! The toad hopped across the stream, making a little splash.
Marty looked up nervously. He was used to the sound of the bubbling stream, but a splash meant something different—something was coming closer to him. Then he heard a little “ribbit” sound.
Marty froze. A ribbit could only mean one thing—a hungry toad was close! He looked around. There it was by the stream! He knew he had to do something, and quick, or he would soon become lunch!

	

	
	Sensory details and concrete language (120 legs marched slowly) describe the setting and the actions of the main character.

	
	Orients the reader by establishing a situation (Marty is looking for food in the forest) and introduces the main characters.


	
	Connections to source materials contribute to the narrative, and are evident in the description of the main character and setting, as well as the choice of predator.

	
	Organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally. Events are easy to understand; actions and reactions are believable.


	
	The piece is written in an appropriate style. A strong narrative voice (he would soon become lunch!) engages the reader.



	Choice #1
	Choice #2

	If Marty rolls into a ball, turn to page 4.
	If Marty oozes poison, turn to page 5.


Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 1
Name: ________________________ Date: _______________

Directions: A student is writing a narrative for her class about a pufferfish’s encounter with a predator. The student wants to revise the story to include a better opening. Read the draft from her story and complete the questions that follow.
Perry the pufferfish swished slowly through the seaweed, looking for a tasty clam to eat. The warm ocean water flowed around him. A sea anemone swam by, quickly looking at Perry’s bright spines. Looking toward the ocean floor, Perry spotted something. Was it a mussel hiding in its shell? He swam down to take a closer look.

7. Choose the best beginning sentences to introduce the story. Explain why. (W.4.3a)
A. Pufferfish are unique creatures. They have several tricky ways to protect themselves from predators.
B. Protecting himself from predators was Perry the pufferfish’s daily goal. He needed to protect himself so he wouldn’t get eaten!
C. Splish, splash, splosh. The water moved around the fish in the ocean. Perry the pufferfish peered out from behind the coral reef, searching the ocean for predators.

D. All of the animals of the ocean are on the lookout for predators. One day, Perry the pufferfish met one face-to-face.
	

	


The writer wants to replace the underlined words to make her meaning clearer.

Which would be a better choice for the first word she has underlined? Explain why. (W.4.3d, L.4.3a, L.4.6)
A. hoping

B. searching

C. hunting

D. waiting
	

	


Which would be a better choice for the second word she has underlined? Explain why. (W.4.3d, L.4.3a, L.4.6)
A.
studying

B.
examining

C.
glancing at
D.
gazing at
	

	


Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
Directions: You have been gathering research about your expert group animal and its defense mechanisms in order to write a choose-your-own adventure narrative to inform and entertain your classmates, parents, and teachers. Develop an introduction for your narrative that introduces the main character to the reader, establishes a setting, and describes the encounter between your animal and a predator. Choose the most important information from your sources to include in your introduction. Then write an introduction that is at least two paragraphs long. Be sure to establish the situation clearly and use sensory details to describe the experiences and events precisely.
REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Establishes a situation
· Clearly introduces the narrator and setting
· Organizes events in an order that makes sense
· Uses sensory details to describe experiences and events precisely
· Uses a narrative voice and engages the reader
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar)
· Incorporates research from at least two sources
Now, begin work on the introduction to your narrative. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

8. Review the Unit 1 and 2 texts used in your research and your research notes to plan and draft your writing.
9. Plan the introduction to your narrative using the Introduction Expansion graphic organizer.
10. Write the introduction to your narrative. Be sure to introduce the main character of your adventure and describe the encounter between your animal and a predator.
11. Use the What Makes a Good Narrative? checklist to revise and edit your introduction to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
Introduction Expansion Graphic Organizer

Name: ________________________ Date: _______________
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NOTE: Your notes will not be scored.

Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Planning for and Drafting a Narrative Introduction, Part 2
Name: ________________________ Date: _______________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Choice #1
	Choice #2

	
	


[image: image3.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 3


Animal Defense Mechanisms — 


Mid-Unit Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image4.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	14



