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End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS RI.4.2, RI.4.4, RI.4.7, and L.4.4a, L.4.4b, and L.4.4c. In this assessment, students read a new informational text (including diagrams) about animal defense mechanisms. They answer selected response text-dependent questions, demonstrating their ability to use a variety of strategies to define words in the passage, as well as their ability to interpret information presented in diagrams. Students also write a brief summary of the article, identifying the main idea and some of the supporting details used to develop it.
CCSS Assessed:

· RI.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

· RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
· RI.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

· RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
(For Teacher Reference)

In this assessment, you will read a new informational text about animal defense mechanisms. Read the text and look at the diagrams carefully, and answer the questions that follow.

Part I: Read “The Great Escape” and look carefully at the diagrams in the article (RI.4.10). Then write a short summary of the article (RI.4.2).

“The Great Escape”

If you startled a nine-banded armadillo, it might jump straight up into the air and then quickly run away. That response would probably surprise you, as well as unsuspecting predators! Nature has equipped animals with some fascinating ways to meet their survival needs. When faced with hungry predators, many animals will jump, fly, or even run on water to escape.

When they feel threatened, springboks jump high in the air and raise the white crest of hair that runs along their backs. They take several consecutive stiff-legged jumps, lifting themselves above the herd. Springboks are well-known for this odd behavior, called pronking, that seems to serve a number of purposes. From this high vantage point, a pronking springbok can determine the position of predators. Pronking alerts the herd that a predator may be nearby. It also sends a clear message to a predator: “I’m healthy and strong, and you can’t catch me!”

Butterfly wings may seem delicate, but they are perfectly designed for fluttering away from a predator. Although it may appear that butterflies have only two wings, they actually have four wings. Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators. Their irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators. Have you ever observed a butterfly being hunted by a bird? Then you know how quickly the butterfly can turn and escape the bird’s beak!

The basilisk lizard uses its large feet and great speed to escape predators—by running on top of the water! Basilisk lizards live in trees near ponds and streams. When frightened by a predator, the lizard drops into the water. Basilisk lizards have long toes on their back feet and a fringe of skin that unfurls in the water. Air pockets form under the lizard’s feet. This allows it to run quickly across the surface of the water on its back legs. Startled predators are left far behind!
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These animals are full of surprises and are built for survival. They have special body parts and behaviors to help them evade predators—on land, in the air, and even in the water.
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Sources:

Text:

Fitzsimmons, P. “The Great Escape.” EL Education. April 2015. Lexile 890.
Diagram: Anatomy of a Butterfly:

· Keuning, J. ‘Butterfly.’ Noun Project. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=monarch%20butterfly&i=7186
Diagram: Animal Defense Mechanisms: 6 Ways Animals Stay Safe:

· Colgan, M. ‘Armadillo2.’ 14 Feb, 2009. Wikimedia Commons. Web. 5 Oct., 2015. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Armadillo2.jpg
· General Research Division, The New York Public Library. “Sepia octopus. (Eight-armed Cuttlefish) [Class 6. Vermes; Order 2. Mollusca]” The New York Public Library Digital Collections. MDCCCIV-VI [1804-1806]. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47d9-5245-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
· Koerner, T. ‘Monarch Nectaring on Showy Milkweed Seedskadee NWR.’ 14 July, 2014. Flickr. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwsmtnprairie/16041535044/
· ‘Les Poissons.’ 1877. Archive.org. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://archive.org/details/lespoissonssynon03gerv
· Ohlhauser, E. Gazelle Antelope Etosha Africa Namibia. 2015. Pixabay (Creative Commons). Web. Accessed 5 October 2015. https://pixabay.com/en/gazelle-antelope-etosha-africa-839100/
· Pape, D. ‘Basiliscus plumifrons - Buffalo Zoo.’ 17 Mar, 2007. Wikimedia Commons. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Basiliscus_plumifrons_-_Buffalo_Zoo.jpg
Below, write a short summary of “The Great Escape.” Be sure to clearly state the main idea of the article and include important details (RI.4.2).
Evaluate responses using the rubric below. See sample annotated student response on the next page.
Note: Responses are assessed on mastery of RI.4.1 and RL.4.2, not on the quality of written expression.

Summarizing an Informational Text Rubric
(For Teacher Reference)
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clearly introduces the text and “wraps up” with a concluding statement that repeats the main idea(s) of the passage
	Introduces the text with the title and “wraps up” with a concluding statement
	Missing an adequate introduction or concluding statement
	Missing introductory and concluding statement

	Accurately identifies and clearly and concisely explains main ideas in the text
	Accurately identifies and briefly explains main ideas in the text
	Key ideas in the text are absent or unclear; little or no explanation provided
	Main ideas stated or explained in a way that indicates misunderstanding

	Uses well-chosen details and quotes (if appropriate) to explain the main idea(s) of the text
	Uses important details to explain the main idea(s) of the text
	Details used may not clearly explain the main idea(s) of the text
	Does not include details that explain the main idea(s) of the text

	Concisely conveys only the most important ideas and details
	Conveys only important ideas and details
	Includes some unnecessary details
	Includes many unnecessary details and explanations


	Responses will vary. A sample, annotated proficient response is provided below.

	

	The article “The Great Escape,” by Pat Fitzsimmons, is about some interesting ways animals evade predators on land, in the air, and on the water. On land, the springbok avoids predators by pronking. It jumps high to see predators approaching and to show that it will be hard to catch. In the air, the monarch butterfly survives by fluttering in an irregular pattern, dodging birds’ beaks and confusing them. Even though it lives in trees, the basilisk lizard escapes predators by dropping into the water. This lizard uses speed and its large feet to run across the surface of the water when threatened by a predator. This article shows us several interesting ways animals are able to escape predators on land, in the air, and in the water.


	Clearly states the main idea of the text.



	
	Accurately and succinctly paraphrases three details from the text, supporting the main idea that animals can evade predators on land, in the air, and in water.



	The choice of details and restated main idea in this summary show a clear and accurate understanding of the text. The response does not contain unimportant information or information from outside the text. Please note that writing is not formally assessed here; the emphasis is on reading comprehension. Student responses may contain awkward sentences or errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics, as long as these do not interfere with meaning.


End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
Part II: Use both the text and diagrams in “The Great Escape” to answer the questions below (RI.4.10).

1. Read this sentence from the passage, look carefully at the diagrams in the article, and answer the questions that follow. (RI.4.4, RI.4.7, L.4.4b)

Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators.

A. Which word is an antonym for, or means the opposite of, “hindwings”?

forewings

B. What does the prefix “hind” mean? What in the article makes you think so?

back—the diagram shows the hindwings are at the back of the butterfly
C. Which affix in the diagram above means “front”? What in the article makes you think so?

fore—the diagram shows the forewings are at the front of the butterfly
2. In Paragraph 3, the article states that the butterflies’ “irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators.” Below, underline two other words in Paragraph 3 that mean the same thing as “evade.” (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)

Butterfly wings may seem delicate, but they are perfectly designed for fluttering away from a predator. Although it may appear that butterflies have only two wings, they actually have four wings. Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators. Their irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators. Have you ever observed a butterfly being hunted by a bird? Then you know how quickly the butterfly can turn and escape the bird’s beak!
3. Read these sentences from the article and then answer the question below. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)

If you startled a nine-banded armadillo, it might jump straight up into the air and then quickly run away. That response would probably surprise you, as well as unsuspecting predators!

What does the word “response” mean as used in this passage?

A. written or spoken answer

B. reaction
C. responsibility

D. danger

4. Read this sentence from the article and then choose the best dictionary definition for the word in bold. (RI.4.4, L.4.4c)

From this high vantage point, a pronking springbok can determine the position of predators.
What does the word “determine” mean as used in this passage?

A. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\ to set limits to

B. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to conclude or ascertain following investigation and observation

C. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to firmly decide on a course of action

D. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to bring about; produce

5. How does the flying fish evade predators? (RI.4.7)

A. It fills its body with water and then pushes the water out quickly, jetting away from predators.

B. It stretches its fins and rises into the air.

C. It swims in a zigzag pattern so the predator can’t catch it.

6. According to the article, which animals escape predators by going into the air? Circle all that apply. (RI.4.7)

A. octopus

B. monarch butterfly

C. basilisk lizard

D. flying fish

7. Which is larger, the monarch butterfly’s hindwings or forewings? (RI.4.7)

forewings
8. According to this article, what do the nine-banded armadillo and springbok have in common? (RI.4.7)

They both evade predators on land.
OR
They both jump to evade predators.
9. Explain one way the diagrams help the reader better understand the text of the article. (RI.4.7)

Answers will vary. Possibilities include:
The diagram helps you understand the terms “forewings” and “hindwings.”
The diagrams help you picture what the animals look like, so you can better understand how their bodies do the unusual things in the text.
The diagram provides additional examples of how animals evade predators in the air, on land, and in water, so you can better understand those ideas.
The diagram helps you understand how the paragraphs in the article are organized (land, air, water).
The diagram shows you that a butterfly has four wings, not two.

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms

Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________
In this assessment, you will read a new informational text about animal defense mechanisms. Read the text and look at the diagrams carefully, and answer the questions that follow.

Part I: Read “The Great Escape” and look carefully at the diagrams in the article (RI.4.10). Then write a short summary of the article (RI.4.2).

“The Great Escape”

If you startled a nine-banded armadillo, it might jump straight up into the air and then quickly run away. That response would probably surprise you, as well as unsuspecting predators! Nature has equipped animals with some fascinating ways to meet their survival needs. When faced with hungry predators, many animals will jump, fly, or even run on water to escape.

When they feel threatened, springboks jump high in the air and raise the white crest of hair that runs along their backs. They take several consecutive stiff-legged jumps, lifting themselves above the herd. Springboks are well-known for this odd behavior, called pronking, that seems to serve a number of purposes. From this high vantage point, a pronking springbok can determine the position of predators. Pronking alerts the herd that a predator may be nearby. It also sends a clear message to a predator: “I’m healthy and strong, and you can’t catch me!”

Butterfly wings may seem delicate, but they are perfectly designed for fluttering away from a predator. Although it may appear that butterflies have only two wings, they actually have four wings. Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators. Their irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators. Have you ever observed a butterfly being hunted by a bird? Then you know how quickly the butterfly can turn and escape the bird’s beak!

The basilisk lizard uses its large feet and great speed to escape predators—by running on top of the water! Basilisk lizards live in trees near ponds and streams. When frightened by a predator, the lizard drops into the water. Basilisk lizards have long toes on their back feet and a fringe of skin that unfurls in the water. Air pockets form under the lizard’s feet. This allows it to run quickly across the surface of the water on its back legs. Startled predators are left far behind!
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These animals are full of surprises and are built for survival. They have special body parts and behaviors to help them evade predators—on land, in the air, and even in the water.
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Sources:

Text:

Fitzsimmons, P. “The Great Escape.” EL Education. April 2015.

Diagram: Anatomy of a Butterfly:

· Keuning, J. ‘Butterfly.’ Noun Project. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=monarch%20butterfly&i=7186
Diagram: Animal Defense Mechanisms: 6 Ways Animals Stay Safe:

· Colgan, M. ‘Armadillo2.’ 14 Feb, 2009. Wikimedia Commons. Web. 5 Oct., 2015. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Armadillo2.jpg
· General Research Division, The New York Public Library. “Sepia octopus. (Eight-armed Cuttle-fish) [Class 6. Vermes; Order 2. Mollusca]” The New York Public Library Digital Collections. MDCCCIV-VI [1804-1806]. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47d9-5245-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
· Koerner, T. ‘Monarch Nectaring on Showy Milkweed Seedskadee NWR.’ 14 July, 2014. Flickr. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwsmtnprairie/16041535044/
· ‘Les Poissons.’ 1877. Archive.org. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://archive.org/details/lespoissonssynon03gerv
· Ohlhauser, E. Gazelle Antelope Etosha Africa Namibia. 2015. Pixabay (Creative Commons). Web. Accessed 5 October 2015. https://pixabay.com/en/gazelle-antelope-etosha-africa-839100/
· Pape, D. ‘Basiliscus plumifrons - Buffalo Zoo.’ 17 Mar, 2007. Wikimedia Commons. Web. 5 Oct, 2015. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Basiliscus_plumifrons_-_Buffalo_Zoo.jpg
Below, write a short summary of “The Great Escape.” Be sure to clearly state the main idea of the article and include important details (RI.4.2).

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Answering Questions and Summarizing Texts about Animal Defense Mechanisms
Name: _____________________________ Date: ________________
Part II: Use both the text and diagrams in “The Great Escape” to answer the questions below (RI.4.10).

1. Read this sentence from the passage, look carefully at the diagrams in the article, and answer the questions that follow. (RI.4.4, RI.4.7, L.4.4b)
Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators.
A. Which word is an antonym for, or means the opposite of, “hindwings”?
	


B. What does the prefix “hind” mean? What in the article makes you think so?
	

	


C. Which affix in the diagram above means “front”? What in the article makes you think so?
	

	


2. In Paragraph 3, the article states that the butterflies’ “irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators.” Below, underline two other words in Paragraph 3 that mean the same thing as “evade.” (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)
Butterfly wings may seem delicate, but they are perfectly designed for fluttering away from a predator. Although it may appear that butterflies have only two wings, they actually have four wings. Two triangular forewings and two hindwings work together so butterflies can move quickly to dodge predators. Their irregular flying behavior makes them hard to catch. This helps them evade predators. Have you ever observed a butterfly being hunted by a bird? Then you know how quickly the butterfly can turn and escape the bird’s beak!
3. Read these sentences from the article and then answer the question below. (RI.4.4, L.4.4a)

If you startled a nine-banded armadillo, it might jump straight up into the air and then quickly run away. That response would probably surprise you, as well as unsuspecting predators!

What does the word “response” mean as used in this passage?

A. written or spoken answer

B. reaction

C. responsibility

D. danger

4. Read this sentence from the article and then choose the best dictionary definition for the word in bold. (RI.4.4, L.4.4c)

From this high vantage point, a pronking springbok can determine the position of predators.

What does the word “determine” mean as used in this passage?
A. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\ to set limits to

B. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to conclude or ascertain following investigation and observation

C. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to firmly decide on a course of action

D. determine verb \di-’tər-mən\to bring about; produce

5. How does the flying fish evade predators? (RI.4.7)

A. It fills its body with water and then pushes the water out quickly, jetting away from predators.

B. It stretches its fins and rises into the air.

C. It swims in a zigzag pattern so the predator can’t catch it.

6. According to the article, which animals escape predators by going into the air? Circle all that apply. (RI.4.7)

A. octopus

B. monarch butterfly

C. basilisk lizard
D. flying fish

7. Which is larger, the monarch butterfly’s hindwings or forewings? (RI.4.7)

______________________________________________________________
8. According to this article, what do the nine-banded armadillo and springbok have in common? (RI.4.7)
	

	


9. Explain one way the diagrams help the reader better understand the text of the article. (RI.4.7)
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