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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading and Researching Animal Defense Mechanisms

 (For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI 4.2, RI.4.4, SL.4.2, L.4.4a, and L.4.4c. In this assessment, students watch a video and read a short text to learn about animal defense mechanisms. In Part I, they watch the video and take notes. Then they paraphrase the video. In Part II, students read a text about how some animals use their shells to protect themselves. They answer selected response text-dependent and short answer questions, demonstrating their ability to cite evidence, determine the main idea, identify supporting details, and determine the meaning of unknown words.

CCSS Assessed:

· RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RI.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

· RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

· RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· SL.4.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

· L.4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading and Researching Animal Defense Mechanisms

(For Teacher Reference)
Part 1

Watch and paraphrase ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures’ video.

· First, watch ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures’ for the gist. Do not take notes as you watch.

· Before watching the video a second time, set up your own graphic organizer on the back of this page to take notes on what the video is mostly about. Your teacher will pause the video periodically as you watch and take notes. When you have finished taking notes, you will be asked to respond to this prompt:

· Explain to another student what this video was about by paraphrasing the information you saw and heard. Be sure to include two different animals and use specific details from your notes in your response. (SL.4.2)

NOTE: Your notes will not be scored.

Source: ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures.’ Video. Kratts’ Creatures. PBS Learning Media. Web. 22 Nov, 2016. 

https://kcts9.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/f79010a7-8b81-41b9-b01a-6f9d24b312b6/f79010a7-8b81-41b9-b01a-6f9d24b312b6/? - .W0NrUS01TBI
1. Explain to another student what this video was about by paraphrasing the information you saw and heard. Be sure to include two different animals and use specific details from your notes in your response. (SL.4.2)

Answers will vary. Possibilities include:
· One way creatures defend themselves is by camouflage.
· A walking stick is an insect that looks like a stick and uses camouflage to hide from predators.
· Chameleons move in a jerky style making them look like a blowing leaf to predators. They also have swiveling eyes, which helps it to see predators and food to eat. They have boomerang like tongues to catch prey.
Short Response Rubric:

Advanced: Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to summarize. It includes at least one main idea and at least two specific examples/details that make clear reference to the video, including naming two specific animals and their defenses.

Proficient: Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to paraphrase. It provides at least two specific examples/details that make clear reference to the video, including naming two specific animals and their defenses.

Developing: Response gives limited evidence of the ability to paraphrase by partially paraphrasing the video. It includes vague/limited examples/details that make reference to the video, naming only one animal and/or its defenses.

Beginning: Response gives no evidence of the ability to paraphrase, or is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or blank.

Responses will vary. A sample, proficient response is provided on the next page.
Sample student response:

The video, ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures,’ is about how some animals use camouflage to defend themselves. A stick insect defends itself from predators with camouflage. It looks like a stick and moves jerkily like a stick. A chameleon also moves jerkily to look like a blowing leaf, as well as having swiveling eyes to see predators and prey.

Sample Teacher notes:

· Clearly states the gist of the video.

· Accurately paraphrases specific details from the text, naming both animals and their defenses.

· The choice and specificity of details in this response show a clear and accurate understanding of the video. The response makes clear reference to the video and does not contain information from outside the video. Please note that writing is not formally assessed here; the emphasis is on listening comprehension. Student responses may contain awkward sentences or errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics, as long as these do not interfere with meaning.

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Part II: Read “Shells” on pages 46–49 of Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses by Christina Wilsdon and answer the questions below (RI.4.10).

Glossary:

· Scutes: Tough scales that are found in the skin of reptiles and the shells of most turtles and tortoises
2. Part A: How does the box turtle use its shell to protect itself? (RI.4.1)
A. It uses the lower section of its shell to close the opening in its shell.

B. It pulls its head into the shell and folds its legs in front to form a shield.

C. It seals the shell’s opening with a hard plate on the end of the foot.

D. It rolls up into an armor-plated ball.

Part B: Which detail from the text supports the answer in Part A? (RI.4.1)
A. “Box turtles have hinged plastrons …”

B. “A turtle can stay inside its shell for hours, waiting for a predator to give up.”

C. “… pulls its head and its muscular foot inside the shell.”

D. “… have shells made of eight plates.”

3. According to the text, why is it important that animals like turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams have shells? (RI.4.1)
A. They spend much or all of their lives in water.

B. The shell is basically a sturdy box made of bone and includes the animal’s spine and ribs.

C. They can burrow to hide from predators or roll up into a ball.

D. The animals can tuck their soft bodies into their shells faster than they can move away from the predator.

4. Part A: Read the sentence from Paragraph 1 of “Shells.”

A sturdy shell is the primary defense for a variety of very slow-moving animals, such as turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams.

What is the meaning of the word “variety” as it is used in the sentence? (RI.4.4; L.4.4a)
A. similar

B. species

C. assortment

D. few

Part B: Which detail from the text helps the reader understand the meaning of “variety”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4a)
A. “… such as turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams.”

B. “These bones include the turtle’s spine and ribs.”

C. “Some turtles have just a few scutes embedded in a thick skin on the carapace.”

D. “Many bivalves burrow deeply in sand or mud to stay hidden from predators, such as seabirds.”

5. Part A: What is the meaning of the word “tough” as it is used in Paragraph 4 of “Shells”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4c)
A. tough: able to put up with trouble or hardship

B. tough: difficult to do or understand

C. tough: not easily influenced

D. tough: hard to break; strong; lasting a long time

Part B: Which detail from the text helps the reader understand the meaning of “tough”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4c)
A. “Both have shells made of two parts: an upper section called the carapace and a lower section called the plastron.”

B. “… the same substance that forms hooves and fingernails.”

C. “Some turtles have just a few scutes embedded in a thick skin on the carapace.”

D. “It hangs on tightly enough to prevent being washed away by waves.”

6. What is the main idea of the text, “Shells”? (RI.4.2)

What’s the most important thing the author wants us to know from reading this text?
Some slow-moving animals use their shells to protect themselves.
7. Cite two details (evidence) from the text that support the main idea. (RI.4.2)

Short Response Rubric:

Advanced: Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to identify details that support more than one main idea. It provides many specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text, and that support the main ideas identified in Question 6.

Proficient: Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to identify details that support a main idea. It provides at least two specific examples/details that make clear reference to the text, and that support the main idea identified in Question 6.

Developing: Response gives limited evidence of the ability to identify details that support a main idea. It includes vague/limited examples/details that make reference to the text.

Beginning: Response gives no evidence of the ability to identify details that support a main idea, or is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or blank.

Answers will vary. Possibilities include:

“Many turtles can pull their heads, tails, and legs partly or fully into their shells.”

“A turtle can stay inside its shell for hours, waiting for a predator to give up. It will stay tucked in while a predator sniffs it or rolls it around.”

“If threatened, the snail pulls its head and its muscular foot inside the shell.”

“Depending on the species, it can partly or fully close its shell around its body. Many bivalves burrow deeply in sand or mud to stay hidden from predators, such as seabirds.”

“If a predator manages to pull it off the rock, the chiton rolls up into an armor-plated ball.”

8. According to the text, shells protect some animals for all of the following reasons except (underline): (RI.4.2)
A.
Many turtles can pull their heads, tails, and legs partly or fully into their shells.

B.
Limpets seal the shell’s opening with a hard plate at the end of their foot and use the foot like a suction cup to help grip rocks firmly.
C.
Some mollusks can partly or fully close their shell around their body.

D.
Sea turtles have lightweight shells so they can swim away from predators quickly.
Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading and Researching Animal Defense Mechanisms

Name: ________________________ Date: ________________
In this assessment, you will watch a new informational video and read a new informational text about animal defense mechanisms. Watch the video and read the text carefully, and answer the questions that follow.

Part 1

Watch and paraphrase ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures’ video.

· First, watch ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures’ for the gist. Do not take notes as you watch.

· Before watching the video a second time, set up your own graphic organizer on the back of this page to take notes on what the video is mostly about. Your teacher will pause the video periodically as you watch and take notes. When you have finished taking notes, you will be asked to respond to this prompt:

· Explain to another student what this video was about by paraphrasing the information you saw and heard. Be sure to include two different animals and use specific details from your notes in your response. (SL.4.2)

NOTE: Your notes will not be scored. 

Source: ‘Animal Camouflage: Kratts’ Creatures.’ Video. Kratts’ Creatures. PBS Learning Media. Web. 22 Nov, 2016. 

https://kcts9.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/f79010a7-8b81-41b9-b01a-6f9d24b312b6/f79010a7-8b81-41b9-b01a-6f9d24b312b6/? - .W0NrUS01TBI
9. Explain to another student what this video was about by paraphrasing the information you saw and heard. Be sure to include two different animals and use specific details from your notes in your response. (SL.4.2)
	

	

	

	

	

	


Part II: Read “Shells” on pages 46–49 of Animal Behavior: Animal Defenses by Christina Wilsdon and answer the questions below (RI.4.10).

Glossary:

· Scutes: Tough scales that are found in the skin of reptiles and the shells of most turtles and tortoises
10. Part A: How does the box turtle use its shell to protect itself? (RI.4.1)
A.
It uses the lower section of its shell to close the opening in its shell.

B.
It pulls its head into the shell and folds its legs in front to form a shield.

C.
It seals the shell’s opening with a hard plate on the end of the foot.

D.
It rolls up into an armor-plated ball.

Part B: Which detail from the text supports the answer in Part A? (RI.4.1)
A.
“Box turtles have hinged plastrons …”

B.
“A turtle can stay inside its shell for hours, waiting for a predator to give up.”

C.
“… pulls its head and its muscular foot inside the shell.”

D.
“… have shells made of eight plates.”

11. According to the text, why is it important that animals like turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams have shells? (RI.4.1)
A.
They spend much or all of their lives in water.

B.
The shell is basically a sturdy box made of bone and includes the animal’s spine and ribs.

C.
They can burrow to hide from predators or roll up into a ball.

D.
The animals can tuck their soft bodies into their shells faster than they can move away from the predator.

12. Part A: Read the sentence from Paragraph 1 of “Shells.”
A sturdy shell is the primary defense for a variety of very slow-moving animals, such as turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams.
What is the meaning of the word “variety” as it is used in the sentence? (RI.4.4; L.4.4a)
A.
similar

B.
species

C.
assortment

D.
few

Part B: Which detail from the text helps the reader understand the meaning of “variety”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4a)
A.
“… such as turtles, tortoises, snails, and clams.”

B.
“These bones include the turtle’s spine and ribs.”

C.
“Some turtles have just a few scutes embedded in a thick skin on the carapace.”

D.
“Many bivalves burrow deeply in sand or mud to stay hidden from predators, such as seabirds.”

13. Part A: What is the meaning of the word “tough” as it is used in Paragraph 4 of “Shells”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4c)
A.
tough: able to put up with trouble or hardship

B.
tough: difficult to do or understand

C.
tough: not easily influenced

D.
tough: hard to break; strong; lasting a long time

Part B: Which detail from the text helps the reader understand the meaning of “tough”? (RI.4.4; L.4.4c)
A.
“Both have shells made of two parts: an upper section called the carapace and a lower section called the plastron.”

B.
“… the same substance that forms hooves and fingernails.”

C.
“Some turtles have just a few scutes embedded in a thick skin on the carapace.”

D.
“It hangs on tightly enough to prevent being washed away by waves.”

14. What is the main idea of the text, “Shells”? (RI.4.2)

What’s the most important thing the author wants us to know from reading this text?

	

	

	

	

	


15. Cite two details (evidence) from the text that support the main idea. (RI.4.2)

	

	

	

	

	


16. According to the text, shells protect some animals for all of the following reasons except (underline): (RI.4.2)
A.
Many turtles can pull their heads, tails, and legs partly or fully into their shells.

B.
Limpets seal the shell’s opening with a hard plate at the end of their foot and use the foot like a suction cup to help grip rocks firmly.

C.
Some mollusks can partly or fully close their shell around their body.

D.
Sea turtles have lightweight shells so they can swim away from predators quickly.[image: image1.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 4: Module 2: Unit 1


Animal Defense Mechanisms— 


Mid-Unit Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	11



