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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Informative Paragraph: What Inspired Jack?

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.4.1, RL.4.3, W.4.2a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, W.4.9a, and W.4.10. Students use notes from earlier in the unit to write an informative paragraph that answers the question: What inspired Jack to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his poetry? Students use what they have learned about explanatory writing to show a deep understanding of characters and events in the text.
CCSS Addressed:

· RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

· RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

· W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

A.
Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
B.
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
E.
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
· W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
A.
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).
· W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Informative Paragraph: What Inspired Jack?

Name: _________________________________ Date: ______________________

Directions: Throughout Units 1 and 2, you have been reading Love That Dog and thinking about what inspires Jack to write poetry. Now you are going to write an informative paragraph to answer the question: What inspires Jack to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his poetry? Use details from the notes you color-coded in class to explain your thinking. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3, W.4.2a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, W.4.9a, and W.4.10)
A well-written paragraph:

· Introduces the book and the author, and briefly explains what the book is about
· Clearly states a focus about what inspired Jack and stays focused throughout the piece
· Uses accurate and relevant details and explains how each detail is evidence of what inspired Jack
· Provides a concluding sentence that restates the focus
· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
While you are working, refer to:

· the criteria for a well-written paragraph above
· the What Inspires Jack? note-catcher

Name: _________________________________ Date: ______________________

Now begin work on your paragraph. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Look over your notes and think about what inspired Jack.
2. Plan the paragraph. Think about what you are going to say.
3. Write the paragraph.
4. Revise your paragraph using the criteria above. Put a check mark next to each of the criteria you have met.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Informative Paragraph: What Inspired Jack?

(For Teacher Reference)
Directions: Throughout Units 1 and 2, you have been reading Love That Dog and thinking about what inspires Jack to write poetry. Now you are going to write an informative paragraph to answer the question: What inspires Jack to write poetry, and where can you see evidence of this in his poetry? Use details from the notes you color-coded in class to explain your thinking. (RL.4.1, RL.4.3, W.4.2a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, W.4.9a, and W.4.10)
A well-written paragraph:
· Introduces the book and the author, and briefly explains what the book is about
· Clearly states a focus about what inspired Jack and stays focused throughout the piece
· Uses accurate and relevant details and explains how each detail is evidence of what inspired Jack
· Provides a concluding sentence that restates the focus
· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
While you are working, refer to:
· the criteria for a well-written paragraph above
· the What Inspires Jack? note-catcher
Now begin work on your paragraph. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
5. Look over your notes and think about what inspired Jack.
6. Plan the paragraph. Think about what you are going to say.
7. Write the paragraph.
8. Revise your paragraph using the criteria above. Put a check mark next to each of the criteria you have met.

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Use rows A–D, G, and J on the Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade 4 and the sample response below to assess student writing.

	In Love That Dog by Sharon Creech, the main character, Jack, gradually begins to understand and write poems. One of Jack’s inspirations is his yellow dog, Sky. Jack writes several poems about Sky. On January 24, Jack wrote the poem “You Come, Too,” which is the story of how Jack first got Sky from the Animal Protection Shelter. Again, in February, Jack wrote a shape poem called “My Yellow Dog,” which told how Sky would sniff and slobber and wag his tail. In his journal entry on March 22, Jack wrote another poem about how Sky followed him everywhere and was funny, straggly, furry, and always smiling. Jack wrote his most important poem, “My Sky,” on May 14. This is a very sad poem about how Sky was hit by a blue car and killed. In this poem, Jack uses pieces from many of his other poems, and we discover that even some of Jack’s poems that didn’t seem to be about Sky, like his poem about the blue car, were really part of Sky’s story. Even though Jack didn’t like or understand poetry at first, he wanted to tell us about his very special dog Sky, and that inspired Jack to become a poet.

	Introductory sentence gives the title and author and briefly explains what the book is about.

	
	Clearly states a focus about what inspired Jack.

	
	Develops the focus with relevant evidence from the text.

	
	Provides a concluding sentence that restates the focus.
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