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Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions about a Literary Text

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.5, RL.3.7, RL.3.10, and L.3.4. In this assessment, students read a new chapter of Peter Pan and answer text-dependent selected response and short answer questions to show understanding of vocabulary and the events in the story.

CCSS Addressed:
· RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

· RL.3.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

· RL.3.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.

· RL.3.7: Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).

· RL.3.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· L.3.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· L.3.4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.3.4b: Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat).

· L.3.4c: Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion).

· L.3.4d: Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Mid-Unit 1 Assessment:
Answering Questions about a Literary Text

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

In this assessment, you will read Chapter 4 of Peter Pan and answer questions about the story’s plot and purpose. 

Directions: Read pages 26–32, “The Birds Leave the Nest,” carefully and then answer the questions below.

“This was too much for Wendy to resist. She did have very strong maternal feelings.”

Peter Pan, page 28
1. Part A: Find the quote above on the top of page 28. Read the paragraphs before and after it. From context, what do you think maternal means? (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. feelings that mothers have about children

B. feelings that fathers have about children

C. feelings that children have about mothers

D. feelings that children have about fathers

Part B: Which lines from the text support your answer in Part A? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, L.3.4a)
A. “Think how much the lost boys will love you.” 

B. “You could be a sort of mother to them. You could even tuck them in.”

C. Wendy had always wanted to learn how to fly.

D. “What about John and Michael?”

2. Part A: On page 30, Tinker Bell is described as being uncooperative. Use your affix list and the chart to break up the word uncooperative into the root word and affixes. (L.3.4b)

Part B: Record the meaning of each part of the word in the Definition row of the chart. Use your affix list and a dictionary to help you. (L.3.4b, L.3.4d)
	
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix

	Word part
	un
	cooperate
	ive

	Definition
	not
	to do what someone asks without complaining
	behavior/action


3. What does uncooperative mean? Underline the correct answer. (L.3.4b)

A. to have an operation

B. to operate a vehicle

C. to not do what someone asks

D. to do what someone asks

4. Look at the illustration on page 31.
Part I: What does the illustration show? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.7)

A. Nana and Liza checking the children’s bedroom

B. Tinker Bell being uncooperative

C. the children flying out of the bedroom window

D. the children flying around in the bedroom
Part II: How does this illustration contribute to the text? Does it help us better understand a mood, a character, or a setting? Underline the correct answers. (RL.3.7)

A. mood

B. character

C. setting

Part III: What does it help you understand about the mood, character, and/or setting? (RL.3.7)

Sample response: It gives us an idea of the ages of the children and what they looked like. The children’s faces show that they were happy about flying.
“Nana, sensing his presence, had been barking since Peter had entered the nursery.”

Peter Pan, page 28
5. Read the quote above. Using what you know about the meaning of the word sense, what do you think the word sensing means? (RL3.1, L.3.4c)

A. to be very practical

B. to become aware of by hearing, seeing, smelling, or feeling

C. to make no sense

D. to be unable to hear, see, smell, or feel

6. In this chapter, what are some of the reasons Wendy doesn’t want to go with Peter? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. She doesn’t want to leave her mother.

B. She doesn’t want to leave Nana.

C. She doesn’t want to leave John and Michael.

D. She is worried about the safety of her brothers.

7. Which details from the text best support your answers for Question 6? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. “If I leave them, they will be lost boys in a way as well.”

B. Nana was still suspicious.

C. It suddenly all seemed a bit too real, and risky, now that her brothers were involved.

D. ... but she couldn’t leave her poor mother.

8. Part A: In this chapter, why do Wendy and the boys eventually decide to go to Neverland? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. They want to get away from their parents.

B. They want to see mermaids and pirates.

C. The stars call their names.

D. The room was on fire.

Part B: Which details from the text best support your answer? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. “Peter! The grownups are coming back!”

B. The room was ablaze with light.

C. “Did I tell you about the mermaids?”

D. “And pirates.”

9. Reread the last sentence on page 32. Explain what this sentence means on the lines below. (RL.3.4)

It means that Wendy, John, and Michael had left home.
10.  Complete this chart:
	Chapter
	What happens? (RL.3.2)
(Brief summary—no more than three sentences)
	How does the chapter build on the previous chapter? (RL.3.5)
(What happened in the previous chapters? How does this chapter build on what has happened so far?)

	4: The Birds Leave the Nest
	In this chapter, Nana, the dog, alerts Mr. and Mrs. Darling to the intruder, but they are too late. Peter Pan teaches the children to fly and persuades them with amazing stories to go with him to Neverland. 
	In the previous chapter, while going back to rescue his shadow, Peter Pan wakes up Wendy, who learns about Neverland and begins to like Peter. In this chapter, Peter Pan uses the relationship he built with Wendy in Chapter 2 to persuade them all to run away to Neverland.
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“This was too much for Wendy to resist. She did have very strong maternal feelings.”

Peter Pan, page 28
1. Part A: Find the quote above on the top of page 28. Read the paragraphs before and after it. From context, what do you think maternal means? (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. feelings that mothers have about children

B. feelings that fathers have about children

C. feelings that children have about mothers

D. feelings that children have about fathers

Part B: Which lines from the text support your answer in Part A? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, L.3.4a)
A. “Think how much the lost boys will love you.” 

B. “You could be a sort of mother to them. You could even tuck them in.”

C. Wendy had always wanted to learn how to fly.

D. “What about John and Michael?”

2. Part A: On page 30, Tinker Bell is described as being uncooperative. Use your affix list and the chart to break up the word uncooperative into the root word and affixes. (L.3.4b)

Part B: Record the meaning of each part of the word in the Definition row of the chart. Use your affix list and a dictionary to help you. (L.3.4b, L.3.4d)
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3. What does uncooperative mean? Underline the correct answer. (L.3.4b)

A. to have an operation

B. to operate a vehicle

C. to not do what someone asks

D. to do what someone asks

4. Look at the illustration on page 31.
Part I: What does the illustration show? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.7)

A. Nana and Liza checking the children’s bedroom

B. Tinker Bell being uncooperative

C. the children flying out of the bedroom window

D. the children flying around in the bedroom
Part II: How does this illustration contribute to the text? Does it help us better understand a mood, a character, or a setting? Underline the correct answers. (RL.3.7)

A. mood

B. character

C. setting

Part III: What does it help you understand about the mood, character, and/or setting? (RL.3.7)

	

	


“Nana, sensing his presence, had been barking since Peter had entered the nursery.”

Peter Pan, page 28

5. Read the quote above. Using what you know about the meaning of the word sense, what do you think the word sensing means? (RL3.1, L.3.4c)

A. to be very practical

B. to become aware of by hearing, seeing, smelling, or feeling

C. to make no sense

D. to be unable to hear, see, smell, or feel

6. In this chapter, what are some of the reasons Wendy doesn’t want to go with Peter? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. She doesn’t want to leave her mother.

B. She doesn’t want to leave Nana.

C. She doesn’t want to leave John and Michael.

D. She is worried about the safety of her brothers.
7. Which details from the text best support your answers for Question 6? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. “If I leave them, they will be lost boys in a way as well.”

B. Nana was still suspicious.

C. It suddenly all seemed a bit too real, and risky, now that her brothers were involved.

D. ... but she couldn’t leave her poor mother.

8. Part A: In this chapter, why do Wendy and the boys eventually decide to go to Neverland? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. They want to get away from their parents.

B. They want to see mermaids and pirates.

C. The stars call their names.

D. The room was on fire.

Part B: Which details from the text best support your answer? Underline the best answers. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2)

A. “Peter! The grownups are coming back!”

B. The room was ablaze with light.

C. “Did I tell you about the mermaids?”

D. “And pirates.”

9. Reread the last sentence on page 32. Explain what this sentence means on the lines below. (RL.3.4)

	

	


10.  Complete this chart:
	Chapter
	What happens? (RL.3.2)
(Brief summary—no more than three sentences)
	How does the chapter build on the previous chapter? (RL.3.5)
(What happened in the previous chapters? How does this chapter build on what has happened so far?)

	4: The Birds Leave the Nest
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