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End-of-Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Paragraph: 
Describing Poison Dart Frogs

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.3.1, RI.3.4, RI.3.8, RI.3.10, L.3.4, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.7, W.3.8, and W.3.10 and has two parts. In Part I, students reread text from the unit, as well as a new text, to synthesize information, answer selected response questions targeting language and reading standards, and plan a short, informative piece of writing that answers the research question: How have poison dart frogs adapted to help them survive in various environments? In Part II, students draft the paragraph they planned, using facts, definitions, and details from the texts to explain the information gathered in their research.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· RI.3.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

· RI.3.8: Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).

· RI.3.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

· W.3.2a: Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

· W.3.2b: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

· W.3.2c: Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.

· W.3.2d: Provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

· W.3.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

· W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

· W.3.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.3.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· L.3.4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.3.4b: Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat).

· L.3.4d: Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Informative Paragraph: Describing Poison Dart Frogs

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Part I:
Read pages 46–47 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures and use them to answer the questions in Part I.

Reread the section “Lizards for Starters” from page 47.

1. What is the connection between “Lizards for Starters” and “The Insectivore” paragraphs on page 46? (RI.3.8)

A. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat insects, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats birds.

B. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat plants, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats plants.

C. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat insects, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats insects.

2. What is the connection between the information on pages 46–47? (RI.3.8)

A. All of the paragraphs on each page describe what frogs eat.

B. All of the paragraphs on each page describe what frogs and other animals eat.

C. All of the paragraphs describe where frogs eat.

3. Which creature is featured as an example of an insectivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the Gila monster

B. the Sinai agama

C. the green iguana

4. Which creature is featured as an example of a carnivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the American bullfrog

B. Izekdohn’s Brazilian tree frog

C. the green iguana

5. Which creature is featured as an example of an herbivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the American bullfrog

B. leatherback turtles

C. the green iguana

6. Part A: What is the meaning of the Latin root vor as it is used in the word insectivore? (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. special

B. a bug or insect

C. to eat

D. to break apart

Part B: Which words from the text help the reader understand the meaning of insectivore? (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. “some have special diets”

B. “eat animals such as birds, rodents, or other lizards”

C. “insect-eaters”

D. “plant-eaters”

7. On page 47, the Brazilian tree frog is called a fruitivore. What do you think the author means by this? Why do you think so? (RI.3.4, L.3.4b)
Sample response: It means the frog eats fruit, because “vor” means “to eat.”

8. What is the meaning of the word store as it is used in the sentence below? (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)

“The Gila monster stores fat in its thick stumpy tail.”

A. store noun \stor\ a place where things are sold

B. store verb \stor\ to keep or save for future use

C. store noun \stor\a large amount, plenty

Researching and Writing an Informational Text about 
Frogs, Part II

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Part II:
Directions: You have been researching different frogs and how they survive. On the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment and on this assessment, you read a text about the colors and markings of amphibians and reptiles. Using your research notes and the two texts on frogs, you will write an informational paragraph. Other students and teachers will read your piece to learn more about how poison dart frogs survive.
Write an informational paragraph that explains how poison dart frogs have adapted to help them survive in various environments. Choose the most important information from your sources to include in your paragraph. Then, write an informational paragraph that is several sentences long. In your piece, introduce the topic and group related information together. Use facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Examines a topic and conveys ideas and information clearly

· Introduces a topic and groups related information together

· Uses facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic

· Clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader

· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation)

· Incorporates research from two sections of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures: pages 16–17 and 46–47

Now, begin work on your informational piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1. Review the texts used in your research and your research notes.

2. Plan your informational paragraph.

3. Write your informational paragraph.

4. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Informative Paragraph: Describing Poison Dart Frogs, Part II

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Informative Page Planning Graphic Organizer

Research Question: How have poison dart frogs adapted to help them survive in various environments?
Focus Statement:
	Definitions

	

	Facts

	

	Details

	


Informative Paragraph: Describing Poison Dart Frogs, Part II

(For Teacher Reference)
Use rows A–G on the Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade 3 and the sample response below to assess student writing. Rows on the rubric not assessed will be formally addressed in the End of Unit 3 Assessment.

	Poison dart frogs1 are well adapted to survive. One adaptation2 is that they are brightly colored. For example, the strawberry poison dart frog is a brilliant red. These frogs are brightly colored to warn others that they are toxic.3 Poison dart frogs are very dangerous because their skin secretions are toxic, which means they have poison. The poison is dangerous to people or predators that touch it.4 The bright colors warn predators to “stay away”!5

	1Introduces the topic, begins with a clear topic sentence that focuses the piece.

2Uses linking words and phrases: “One adaptation…”

3Related information is grouped together.

4Develops the topic by integrating relevant facts, definitions, and details from the source materials

5Concluding statement is related to the focus of the piece.

6Provides a list of sources

7In this piece, the writer clearly addresses the research question and supports the focus with relevant facts and details from sources. Elaboration after each fact (“These frogs are brightly colored to warn others that they are toxic”) shows an understanding of the concept of adaptation. The writer accurately uses grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific vocabulary to inform and explain about the topic (secretions, toxic). The voice and tone are appropriate for purpose and audience, formal enough to show expertise on the topic but interesting to an audience of second- or third-graders. The way the writer uses evidence and elaboration to show understanding of the topic can also be used as a formative assessment of research and reading skills.

	Source:6
	

	Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures by DK Publishing.7
	

	
	


Informative Paragraph: Describing Poison Dart Frogs

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Part I:
Read pages 46–47 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures and use them to answer the questions in Part I.

Reread the section “Lizards for Starters” from page 47.

1. What is the connection between “Lizards for Starters” and “The Insectivore” paragraphs on page 46? (RI.3.8)
A. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat insects, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats birds.
B. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat plants, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats plants.
C. The “Lizards for Starters” paragraph introduces lizards that eat insects, and “The Insectivore” describes a lizard that eats insects.
2. What is the connection between the information on pages 46–47? (RI.3.8)

A. All of the paragraphs on each page describe what frogs eat.

B. All of the paragraphs on each page describe what frogs and other animals eat.

C. All of the paragraphs describe where frogs eat.

3. Which creature is featured as an example of an insectivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the Gila monster

B. the Sinai agama

C. the green iguana

4. Which creature is featured as an example of a carnivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the American bullfrog

B. Izekdohn’s Brazilian tree frog

C. the green iguana

5. Which creature is featured as an example of an herbivore? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

A. the American bullfrog

B. leatherback turtles

C. the green iguana

6. Part A: What is the meaning of the Latin root vor as it is used in the word insectivore? (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. special

B. a bug or insect

C. to eat

D. to break apart

Part B: Which words from the text help the reader understand the meaning of insectivore? (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)

A. “some have special diets”

B. “eat animals such as birds, rodents, or other lizards”

C. “insect-eaters”

D. “plant-eaters”

7. On page 47, the Brazilian tree frog is called a fruitivore. What do you think the author means by this? Why do you think so? (RI.3.4, L.3.4b)
	

	


8. What is the meaning of the word store as it is used in the sentence below? (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)

A. “The Gila monster stores fat in its thick stumpy tail.”
B. store noun \stor\ a place where things are sold
C. store verb \stor\ to keep or save for future use
D. store noun \stor\a large amount, plenty
Researching and Writing an Informational Text about Frogs, Part II

Part II:

Directions: You have been researching different frogs and how they survive. On the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment and on this assessment, you read a text about the colors and markings of amphibians and reptiles. Using your research notes and the two texts on frogs, you will write an informational paragraph. Other students and teachers will read your piece to learn more about how poison dart frogs survive.
Write an informational paragraph that explains how poison dart frogs have adapted to help them survive in various environments. Choose the most important information from your sources to include in your paragraph. Then, write an informational paragraph that is several sentences long. In your piece, introduce the topic and group related information together. Use facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:
· Examines a topic and conveys ideas and information clearly
· Introduces a topic and groups related information together
· Uses facts, definitions, and details to develop the topic
· Clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation)
· Incorporates research from two sections of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures: pages 16–17 and 46–47
Now, begin work on your informational piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:
1 Review the texts used in your research and your research notes.
2 Plan your informational paragraph.
3 Write your informational paragraph.
4 Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.
Informative Paragraph: Describing Poison Dart Frogs, Part II

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Informative Page Planning Graphic Organizer

Research Question: How have poison dart frogs adapted to help them survive in various environments?
Focus Statement:
	Definitions

	

	Facts

	

	Details

	


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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