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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Researching about Reptiles and Amphibians

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.10, W.3.8, L.3.1d, L.3.1e, and L.3.4. In this assessment, students read a new section from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. In Part I, they answer text-dependent multiple choice questions and short answer questions demonstrating their ability to determine the meaning of unknown words, read for specific details, and use text features and illustrations. In Part II, students gather the information needed to answer a research question and complete a graphic organizer using the information they have found.

CCSS Addressed:

· RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· RI.3.3: Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

· RI.3.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

· RI.3.5: Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

· RI.3.7: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

· RI.3.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

· L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· L.3.1d: Form and use regular and irregular verbs.

· L.3.1g: Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

· L.3.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· L.3.4b: Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat).

· L.3.4c: Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion).

· L.3.4d: Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Researching about Reptiles and Amphibians

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

In this assessment, you will read a new section from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will answer selected response questions about the text. In Part II, you will look for information to answer a research question and complete a graphic organizer.

Part I

Read pages 16—17 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures and use the text to answer the questions below.
1. Part A: How do milk snakes protect themselves from predators? (RI.3.1)

A. Their black, yellow, and red bands warn predators that they are poisonous.

B. They change color to blend in with the environment.

C. Their coloring is similar to the venomous coral snake.
D. They have a venomous bite.

Part B: Which section on pages 16–17 provides information about the answer to Part A? (RI.3.5)

E. “Markings Can Be Deceptive”
F. “Colorful Camouflage”

G. “Hide and Seek”

H. “How Snakes Protect Themselves”

2. What is the relationship between the information in the sections “Colorful Camouflage” and “Markings Can Be Deceptive”? (RI.3.3)

A. They explain how animals use color to hide from predators.

B. They explain how lizards can use blue and green coloring to warn off predators.

C. They are about how amphibians and reptiles use color to protect themselves.
D. They are about brightly colored animals.

3. Which idea from the text is best supported by the picture of the Pacific tree frog? (RI.3.7)

A. The pattern and color of an amphibian or reptile can help it blend in with its surroundings to hide from predators.
B. Some amphibians and reptiles are brightly colored to warn predators that they are poisonous.

C. Amphibians and reptiles have a variety of markings and colors.

4. How are the photographs in rectangles at the bottom of pages 16–17 related to the information in the text? (RI.3.7)

A. They are examples of the colors and markings amphibians and reptiles can have.
B. They show the colors and markings of venomous amphibians and reptiles.

C. They are examples of how amphibians and reptiles can use camouflage to protect themselves.

D. They show the bright colors of poison dart frogs.

5. Use both the text and the photos on page 16 to answer the following question.

Which sentence describes a difference between the markings of a Texas coral snake and those of a milk snake? (RI.3.1, RI.3.7)

A. The Texas coral snake has thin yellow bands, and the milk snake has thick yellow bands.
B. A Texas coral snake has yellow, red, and black bands, and a milk snake has orange, blue, and red bands.

C. The bands of the Texas coral snake are venomous.

D. The Texas coral snake has thick red bands.

6. Read this sentence from page 16.

“They aren’t poisonous, but they appear to be dangerous because their banding is so similar to venomous coral snakes.”

What does the word venomous mean? (RI.3.4, L.3.4c)

A. venom-producing
B. like venom

C. without venom

D. affected by venom
7. Read this sentence from page 17.

“Chameleons, as their name suggests, have an amazing ability to hide themselves by changing their appearance.”

Choose the correct dictionary definition of the word suggest as it is used in this sentence. (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)

A. /səg jest/ to put forth for consideration; propose

B. /səg jest/ to propose as suitable for some purpose

C. /səg jest/ to bring to mind in a way that is not direct; hint
D. /səg jest/ to call to mind by analogy or association

8. Complete the following table (L.3.1d and L.3.1e):

	Past

Already happened
	Present

Happening 
right now
	Future

Will happen 
in the future

	I planned
	I plan
	I will plan

	I asked
	I ask
	I will ask

	I blamed
	I blame
	I will blame

	I hurried
	I hurry
	I will hurry

	I had
	I have
	I will have

	I was
	I am
	I will be


Part II

Reread pages 16–17 to find information to answer this research question:

How do reptiles and amphibians use bright colors to protect themselves?

Using information from the text and illustrations, fill out the graphic organizer below.

· Include at least 2 pieces of information in each box.

· Facts and details are from the text and help to answer the research question.

· Use your own words. Do not copy from the text.

Definitions may be from the dictionary or in your own words. Choose only words that are important in answering the research question.

Research Question: How do reptiles and amphibians use bright colors to protect themselves?

Answers will vary. Sample responses below.

Focus Statement: Some reptiles and amphibians use bright colors to warn predators.
	Definitions

	(You may use a dictionary or your own words, be sure your definitions are accurate.)

	Toxin: a poison made by a plant or animal

Predator: an animal that eats another animal

	Facts

	Strawberry poison dart frogs are bright red.

Milk snakes are black, yellow, and red, like venomous coral snakes.

	Details

	Bright colors warn predators that the poison dart frog is toxic.

The milk snake isn’t poisonous, but it looks like the coral snake, which is venomous, so predators stay away.


Criteria:
· Facts and details must be from the text and clearly address the research question.

· Notes must be paraphrased and summarize important ideas or information, not copied directly from the text.

· There should be at least two pieces of accurate information from pages 16 or 17 in each box of the note-catcher.

· Definitions may be from the dictionary or in the student’s own words but must be accurate. Words chosen should be important in answering the research question.

Note: It is not important that students correctly distinguish between “facts” and “details” in this exercise.

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Researching about Reptiles and Amphibians

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
In this assessment, you will read a new section from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will answer selected response questions about the text. In Part II, you will look for information to answer a research question and complete a graphic organizer.

Part I

Read pages 16—17 of Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures and use the text to answer the questions below.
9. Part A: How do milk snakes protect themselves from predators? (RI.3.1)

A. Their black, yellow, and red bands warn predators that they are poisonous.

B. They change color to blend in with the environment.

C. Their coloring is similar to the venomous coral snake.

D. They have a venomous bite.

Part B: Which section on pages 16–17 provides information about the answer to Part A? (RI.3.5)

E. “Markings Can Be Deceptive”

F. “Colorful Camouflage”

G. “Hide and Seek”

H. “How Snakes Protect Themselves”

10. What is the relationship between the information in the sections “Colorful Camouflage” and “Markings Can Be Deceptive”? (RI.3.3) 

A. They explain how animals use color to hide from predators.

B. They explain how lizards can use blue and green coloring to warn off predators.

C. They are about how amphibians and reptiles use color to protect themselves.

D. They are about brightly colored animals.
11. Which idea from the text is best supported by the picture of the Pacific tree frog? (RI.3.7)

A. The pattern and color of an amphibian or reptile can help it blend in with its surroundings to hide from predators.

B. Some amphibians and reptiles are brightly colored to warn predators that they are poisonous.

C. Amphibians and reptiles have a variety of markings and colors.

12. How are the photographs in rectangles at the bottom of pages 16–17 related to the information in the text? (RI.3.7)

A. They are examples of the colors and markings amphibians and reptiles can have.

B. They show the colors and markings of venomous amphibians and reptiles.

C. They are examples of how amphibians and reptiles can use camouflage to protect themselves.

D. They show the bright colors of poison dart frogs.

13. Use both the text and the photos on page 16 to answer the following question.

Which sentence describes a difference between the markings of a Texas coral snake and those of a milk snake? (RI.3.1, RI.3.7)

A. The Texas coral snake has thin yellow bands, and the milk snake has thick yellow bands.

B. A Texas coral snake has yellow, red, and black bands, and a milk snake has orange, blue, and red bands.

C. The bands of the Texas coral snake are venomous.

D. The Texas coral snake has thick red bands.

14. Read this sentence from page 16.

“They aren’t poisonous, but they appear to be dangerous because their banding is so similar to venomous coral snakes.”

What does the word venomous mean? (RI.3.4, L.3.4c)

A. venom-producing

B. like venom

C. without venom

D. affected by venom

15. Read this sentence from page 17.

“Chameleons, as their name suggests, have an amazing ability to hide themselves by changing their appearance.”

Choose the correct dictionary definition of the word suggest as it is used in this sentence. (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)

A. /səg jest/ to put forth for consideration; propose

B. /səg jest/ to propose as suitable for some purpose

C. /səg jest/ to bring to mind in a way that is not direct; hint

D. /səg jest/ to call to mind by analogy or association

16. Complete the following table (L.3.1d and L.3.1e):

	Past

Already happened
	Present

Happening 
right now
	Future

Will happen 
in the future

	
	
	I will plan

	
	I ask
	

	
	I blame
	

	
	I hurry
	

	
	I have
	

	
	I am
	


Part II

Reread pages 16–17 to find information to answer this research question:

How do reptiles and amphibians use bright colors to protect themselves?

Using information from the text and illustrations, fill out the graphic organizer on the next page.

· Include at least 2 pieces of information in each box.

· Facts and details are from the text and help to answer the research question.

· Use your own words. Do not copy from the text.

Definitions may be from the dictionary or in your own words. Choose only words that are important in answering the research question.

Research Question: How do reptiles and amphibians use bright colors to protect themselves?

Focus Statement: 

	

	

	

	

	


	Definitions

	(You may use a dictionary or your own words, be sure your definitions are accurate.)

	

	Facts

	

	Details
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