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End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Reading and Writing a Pourquoi Tale

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RF.3.3, RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b, RF.3.4c, W3.3, W3.4, W.3.10, L.3.1g, L.3.3a, and L3.6. This assessment has two parts. In Part I, students will read aloud their pourquoi tale and be assessed for reading fluency. In Part II, students use what they have learned about comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs to answer some selected response questions. They then apply what they have learned about pourquoi tales to write a fanciful narrative that addresses one of the “why” questions that arose from the frog poetry read earlier in the unit (Why do pollywogs wiggle? Why do some frogs live in trees?). Expanding on a planner completed in class, students draft a narrative to “explain” a characteristic of frogs and demonstrate an ability to use rich language and descriptive detail to develop characters and events. Since this will be first draft writing, grammar and conventions will not be formally assessed.

CCSS Addressed:

· RF.3.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

· RF.3.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

· RF.3.4a: Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

· RF.3.4b: Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

· RF.3.4c: Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

· W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

· W.3.3a: Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

· W.3.3b: Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.

· W.3.3c: Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.

· W.3.3d: Provide a sense of closure.

· W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

· W.3.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· L.3.1g: Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

· L.3.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· L.3.3a: Choose words and phrases for effect.

· L.3.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them).

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment, Part I: Reading Fluency Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)

In Part I of this assessment, students will read their finished pourquoi tale aloud to an audience. Use the following checklist to assess students reading aloud. Consider also using the Reading: Foundational Skills Informal Assessment: Reading Fluency Checklist to assess students’ phonics and decoding.

	Student Name:
	Grade:

Date:

	CCSS
	Criteria

(Characteristics of Fluent Reading)
	Student Achievement

	Notes

	RF.3.4a
	Gives a grade-appropriate summary of the text to demonstrate comprehension and understanding.
	
	

	RF.3.4b, RF.3.4c
	Reads with 99–100% 
accuracy.
	
	

	RF.3.4c
	Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
	
	

	RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b
	Reads at a rate that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	

	RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b
	Reading flows smoothly, without many breaks.
	
	

	RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b
	Reads groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	

	RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b
	Notices and reads punctuation (e.g., pauses after a comma; questions sound like questions).
	
	

	RF.3.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Tone expresses the author’s meaning (e.g., surprise, grief, anger, joy, etc.).
	
	

	RF.3.4b
	(For prose or poetry) Facial expressions and body language match expression in voice.
	
	


*Assess student achievement using Beginning (B), Developing (D), Proficient (P), Advanced (A)

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: 
Reading and Writing a Pourquoi Tale

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will read your completed pourquoi tale aloud in a Frog Festival. In Part II, you will answer some selected response questions about comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs and then use the planner you created in class to write an original pourquoi tale. Read the prompt carefully, use what you have learned about narratives to write your tale, and then use the checklist to review your tale.

Directions: Underline the correct comparative or superlative adjective or adverb to make the sentence correct.
1. Of the three frogs, the bullfrog was the _____________________. (L.3.1g)

A. bigger

B. more big

C. biggest
D. most big

2. The bigger frog was ______________________ than the smaller frog. (L.3.1g)

A. more fast

B. faster
C. fastest

D. fast
3. The poison dart frog was ______________________ than the glass frog. (L.3.1g)

A. spotty

B. more spotty

C. spottiest

D. spottier
4. The bullfrog was the _____________________ of all of the frogs. (L.3.1g)

A. most noisy

B. more noisy

C. noisy

D. noisiest

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: Writing a Pourquoi Tale

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have been learning about pourquoi tales—fanciful stories that try to explain why animals look or act the way they do. Using the narrative planner you completed in class and your imagination, write your own pourquoi tale about one of the frogs you have been introduced to. This story will be part of the book you are creating about freaky frogs and will be shared with other students.

Write a pourquoi tale that answers the “why” question you chose in class (for example, “Why is the poison dart frog so colorful?”). Use the ideas on the narrative planner you have already completed to write your story.

REMEMBER: A well-written narrative:
· Establishes a situation and introduces the main characters

· Has a central problem and shows how the characters react to that problem

· Describes what characters do and say

· Describes what characters think and feel

· Uses words that help the reader imagine what is happening

· Has a solution or resolution that “wraps up” the story at the end

· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your narrative piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Review your completed narrative planner.

2. Write your pourquoi tale.

3. Use the Narrative Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.
4. Write your pourquoi tale on the lines that follow. Use extra paper if you need it.

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: Writing a 
Pourquoi Tale: Drafting

(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

Use rows B–H on the Narrative Writing: Grade 3 rubric and sample response below to assess student writing.

Ranna and the Frogs

	Long, long ago, deep in South America, a boy named Ranna lived by himself in a secret, magical cave. On the outside, the cave was dull, rocky, and gray. But inside, the walls of the cave were covered with glittering jewels—rubies, diamonds, and sapphires.1
	1 Sensory and concrete language establish the setting. Details are well chosen to advance the purpose (message) of the story.

	Ranna shared his cave with three pet frogs. They were named Drab, Ash, and Grey, and their skin was a dull gray-green. Drab was tiny. Ash was tinier, and little Grey was tiniest of all.2
	2 Establishes characters

	One day Ranna was playing a hunting game with his frog friends.3 He accidentally knocked over one of the torches that lit up the cave. The torch fell onto the dried grass Ranna used for a bed and set it on fire!
	3 Uses descriptions of actions to develop events

	Ranna was terrified!4 “Help!” he screamed. He knew he had to find a way out! He ran for the entrance, but it was in flames. He reached down to pick up Drab, Ash, and Grey. But his little friends hopped away from him. He followed them, but they just hopped more quickly, deeper and deeper into the cave.
	4 Uses descriptions of feelings and thoughts to show the response of the character to the situation

	“How strange; it seems to be getting cooler,” Ranna thought. Then he saw a giant crack in the cave wall! Ranna scooped up the three frogs and wriggled through. First5, Ranna took a deep breath of fresh air. Then he bent down to see if Drab, Ash, and Grey were all right.6
	5 Uses temporal words to signal event order
6 Organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally

	Ranna was amazed! Drab, Ash, and Grey were safe, but they were not dull and green anymore! Drab was ruby red with flecks of gold. Ash was a bright sapphire blue with streaks of black. Grey looked like a shimmering rainbow! The walls of the cave had melted and coated the frogs in brilliant colors.7
	7 Style is appropriate for a pourquoi tale.

	“Now, no one will ever forget your bravery!” said Ranna.8 And to this day, the children and grandchildren of those three little frogs have beautiful skin, the color of gems.9
	8 Uses dialogue to show the significance of events
9 Provides a sense of closure


End-of-Unit 1 Assessment: Reading and Writing a 
Pourquoi Tale

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

This assessment has two parts. In Part I, you will read your completed pourquoi tale aloud in a Frog Festival. In Part II, you will answer some selected response questions about comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs and then use the planner you created in class to write an original pourquoi tale. Read the prompt carefully, use what you have learned about narratives to write your tale, and then use the checklist to review your tale.

Directions: Underline the correct comparative or superlative adjective or adverb to make the sentence correct.
1. Of the three frogs, the bullfrog was the _____________________. (L.3.1g)

A. bigger

B. more big

C. biggest

D. most big

2. The bigger frog was ______________________ than the smaller frog. (L.3.1g)

A. more fast

B. faster

C. fastest

D. fast
3. The poison dart frog was ______________________ than the glass frog. (L.3.1g)

A. spotty

B. more spotty

C. spottiest

D. spottier

4. The bullfrog was the _____________________ of all of the frogs. (L.3.1g)

A. most noisy

B. more noisy

C. noisy

D. noisiest

End-of-Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: Writing a Pourquoi Tale
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have been learning about pourquoi tales—fanciful stories that try to explain why animals look or act the way they do. Using the narrative planner you completed in class and your imagination, write your own pourquoi tale about one of the frogs you have been introduced to. This story will be part of the book you are creating about freaky frogs and will be shared with other students.

Write a pourquoi tale that answers the “why” question you chose in class (for example, “Why is the poison dart frog so colorful?”). Use the ideas on the narrative planner you have already completed to write your story.

REMEMBER: A well-written narrative:

· Establishes a situation and introduces the main characters

· Has a central problem and shows how the characters react to that problem

· Describes what characters do and say

· Describes what characters think and feel

· Uses words that help the reader imagine what is happening

· Has a solution or resolution that “wraps up” the story at the end

· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now, begin work on your narrative piece. Manage your time carefully so 
that you can:

1. Review your completed narrative planner.

2. Write your pourquoi tale.

3. Use the Narrative Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Write your pourquoi tale on the lines that follow. Use extra paper if you need it.
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 1


Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs— End-of-Unit Assessment








� Assess student achievement using Beginning (B), Developing (D), Proficient (P), Advanced (A)
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