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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Paragraph: Describing Freaky Frog Adaptations

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.3.1, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.7, W.3.10, L.3.1d, and L.3.1e and has two parts. In Part I, students answer selected response questions targeting assessment of language standards. In Part II, students use the plan they created in class to write a first draft of the second proof paragraph of their informative text about the unique adaptations of their freaky frog.
CCSS Addressed:
· RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
· W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
· W.3.2a: Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.
· W.3.2b: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
· W.3.2c: Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.
· W.3.2d: Provide a concluding statement or section.
· W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.
· W.3.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
· W.3.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
· L.3.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· L.3.1d: Form and use regular and irregular verbs.
· L.3.1e: Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses.
Informative Paragraph: Describing Freaky Frog 
Adaptations, Part I
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

A third-grade class was given the following task and purpose for an informative paragraph. Read the plan and the directions that follow.
· Task: Write an informative paragraph explaining how your frog protects itself from predators.
· Purpose: to teach students, teachers, and parents about some ways that frogs have adapted to stay safe
Two students wrote paragraphs using the plan. Read the passages below.
	Student 1:
	Student 2:

	Poison dart frogs come in brilliant colors. The golden poison dart frog is a brilliant yellow, the strawberry poison dart frog is bright red, and the Rio Madiera poison frog is yellow and blue, with black spots! Their colors are not just beautiful—they also help keep the frog safe! Poison dart frogs are brightly colored to warn others that they are toxic. They are very dangerous because they secrete a poison that makes them deadly. The poison can kill people or predators that touch it. The bright colors of the poison dart frog warn predators to “stay away.” Being beautiful keeps this frog safe! 
	Poison dart frogs can be red, yellow, or blue! Some are even purple! They are usually pretty small and they live in the rain forest. They are also SLIMY! These frogs are awesome! You can recognize a poison dart frog a mile away. They look like they came right out of a box of crayons. But, look out—they’re poisonous! If you see a poison dart frog, turn around and run the other way! Don’t go anywhere near them! These little guys are really, really dangerous. So, if you see a bright colored little frog on the ground, whatever you do, don’t pick it up!

It could kill you!


1. Which passage is more appropriate for this task and purpose? Why? (W.3.4)
Sample Response:
Student 1’s paragraph is more appropriate because the purpose of the piece is to teach someone something. It uses more formal language and has facts and examples to explain things. Student 2 wrote a piece that sounds like a kid talking, instead of like a teacher. It doesn’t use many facts or details or science words to explain how the colors protect the frog, so you can’t learn as much from it.

2. Read the sentences below. For each sentence, tell whether it is written in the present or past tense. Explain what, in the sentence, makes you think so (L.3.1e).

Note: Explanations may vary; samples provided below.
The mother and father frog stay near the eggs.
present tense

past tense
“Stay” means they are doing it now.

After about two months, the tadpoles began to look like little frogs.
present tense

past tense
“Began” means it happened before.
3. Complete the sentence with the verb in the past tense. (L.3.1d,e)
The female frog _________________her eggs in a puddle of water.
(lay)
laid
After about two weeks, the tadpoles _________________ out of the eggs.
(hatch)
hatched
The adult frogs _________________ brightly colored skin.
(have)
had

4. Complete the sentence with the verb in the future tense. (L.3.1e)
The female frog _________________ her eggs in a puddle of water.
(lay)
will lay
In about two weeks, the tadpoles _________________ out of the eggs.
(hatch)
will hatch
The adult frogs _________________ brightly colored skin.
(have)
will have
Informative Paragraph: 
Describing Freaky Frog Adaptations, Part II
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have been researching a particular frog and how it is uniquely adapted to its environment. Using your research notes and the plan you created in class, you will write the second proof paragraph of your essay. This paragraph will be part of the essay you are writing, which will be part of the book you are creating. Other students will read your book to learn more about frogs and their adaptations.

Write an informative paragraph that describes another adaptation that help your frog to survive. In your piece, clearly state your focus. Use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to explain what you discovered in your research. Clearly organize your writing by using linking words to connect your ideas. Wrap up the piece with a concluding sentence.
REMEMBER: A well-written informative piece:

· clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece
· uses accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to support the focus
· clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader
· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
· incorporates research from sources
Now, begin work on your informative piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

5. Review the texts used in your research and your research notes.
6. Write your informative piece.
7. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.
Informative Paragraph: 
Describing Freaky Frog Adaptations, Part II
(Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)
Use rows A–G on the Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade 3 and the sample response below to assess student writing. Rows on the rubric not assessed will be formally addressed in the End-of-Unit 3 Assessment.
Note: Student response should center on his/her chosen freaky frog.
	In addition to1 physical adaptations, there are unique things the glass frog does that help it to survive2. The glass frog lays eggs on the underside of leaves above streams3 so that the tadpoles drop straight into the stream when they hatch. Predators that eat frog eggs might not notice the tasty lunch under the leaf. More eggs survive because they aren’t easy to find.4 The glass frog is an expert at hiding!5
Sources:6
Hedin, E. “Transparent Wonder.” September 2015. New York City: EL Education.7

	
     Uses linking words and phrases: “In addition to…”

2
Introduces the topic with a clear topic sentence that focuses the piece

3
Develops the topic by integrating relevant facts, definitions, and details from the source materials

4
Related information is grouped together. Information is given first about where it lays its eggs, and then how it helps the glass frog survive.

5
Concluding statement is related to the focus of the piece.

6
Provides a list of sources

7         In this piece, the writer clearly addresses the research question and supports the focus with relevant facts and details from sources. Elaboration after each fact (“More eggs survive because they aren’t easy to find”) shows an understanding of the concept of adaptation. The writer accurately uses grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific vocabulary to inform and explain about the topic (unique, predator). The voice and tone is appropriate for purpose and audience, formal enough to show expertise on the topic but interesting to an audience of second- or third-graders. The way the writer uses evidence and elaboration to show understanding of the topic can also be used as a formative assessment of research and reading skills.




Informative Paragraph: 
Describing Freaky Frog Adaptations, Part I
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

A third-grade class was given the following task and purpose for an informative paragraph. Read the plan and the directions that follow.
· Task: Write an informative paragraph explaining how your frog protects itself from predators.
· Purpose: to teach students, teachers, and parents about some ways that frogs have adapted to stay safe
Two students wrote paragraphs using the plan. Read the passages below.

	Student 1:
	Student 2:

	Poison dart frogs come in brilliant colors. The golden poison dart frog is a brilliant yellow, the strawberry poison dart frog is bright red, and the Rio Madiera poison frog is yellow and blue, with black spots! Their colors are not just beautiful—they also help keep the frog safe! Poison dart frogs are brightly colored to warn others that they are toxic. They are very dangerous because they secrete a poison that makes them deadly. The poison can kill people or predators that touch it. The bright colors of the poison dart frog warn predators to “stay away.” Being beautiful keeps this frog safe! 
	Poison dart frogs can be red, yellow, or blue! Some are even purple! They are usually pretty small and they live in the rain forest. They are also SLIMY! These frogs are awesome! You can recognize a poison dart frog a mile away. They look like they came right out of a box of crayons. But, look out—they’re poisonous! If you see a poison dart frog, turn around and run the other way! Don’t go anywhere near them! These little guys are really, really dangerous. So, if you see a bright colored little frog on the ground, whatever you do, don’t pick it up!

It could kill you!


8. Which passage is more appropriate for this task and purpose? Why? (W.3.4)

9. Read the sentences below. For each sentence, tell whether it is written in the present or past tense. Explain what, in the sentence, makes you think so (L.3.1e).

The mother and father frog stay near the eggs.
present tense 

past tense
10. After about two months, the tadpoles began to look like little frogs.

present tense

 past tense
11. Complete the sentence e with the verb in the past tense. (L.3.1d, L.3.1e)

The female frog _________________her eggs in a puddle of water.
(lay)
After about two weeks, the tadpoles _________________ out of the eggs.
(hatch)
The adult frogs _________________ brightly colored skin.
(have)

12. Complete the sentence with the verb in the future tense. (L.3.1e)

The female frog _________________ her eggs in a puddle of water.
(lay)
In about two weeks, the tadpoles _________________ out of the eggs.
(hatch)
The adult frogs _________________ brightly colored skin.
(have)
Informative Paragraph: 
Describing Freaky Frog Adaptations, Part II
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: You have been researching a particular frog and how it is uniquely adapted to its environment. Using your research notes and the plan you created in class, you will write the second proof paragraph of your essay. This paragraph will be part of the essay you are writing, which will be part of the book you are creating. Other students will read your book to learn more about frogs and their adaptations.
Write an informative paragraph that describes another adaptation that help your frog to survive. In your piece, clearly state your focus. Use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to explain what you discovered in your research. Clearly organize your writing by using linking words to connect your ideas. Wrap up the piece with a concluding sentence.
REMEMBER: A well-written informative piece:

· clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece
· uses accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to support the focus
· clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader
· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
· incorporates research from sources
Now, begin work on your informative piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

13. Review the texts used in your research and your research notes.
14. Write your informative piece.
15. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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