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	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Vocabulary, Connections, and Distinctions: Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 5


(For Teacher Reference)  
The Mid-Unit 1 Assessment is a reading assessment (RI.8.10). Students read chapter 5 in Farewell to Manzanar, “Almost a Family” (pages 31–41), and answer selected response and short constructed response questions about vocabulary (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.5a, L.8.5c) and how connections and distinctions are made between individuals, ideas, and events (RI.8.1, RI.8.3).
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	CCSS Assessed


· RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RI.8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

· RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

· RI.8.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· W.8.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.8.4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.8.4b: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

· L.8.5a: Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

· L.8.5c: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Vocabulary, Connections, and Distinctions: Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 5

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read chapter 5 of Farewell to Manzanar (pages 31–41). Then, complete the questions below.

1. This question has three parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“They were always together, a pair of reptilian kabuki creatures at loose in the camp hospital” (37).

Which two phrases from the paragraph on page 37 best help the reader understand the meaning of the word reptilian as it is used in this sentence? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, L.8.4a)

“Cobra’s hood,” “lips were gone,” “brows were plucked”

Part B
Which type of figurative language is used in the quotation in Part A? (RI.8.4, L.8.5a)

Metaphor

Part C
What does the connotation of this figurative language convey about the two nurses? What two other words from the sentence also have connotations that help to convey this same idea? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.5a)

Responses will vary, but may include: The metaphor equates the nurses to snakes, suggesting that they are frightening, unpredictable, and a possible danger to those in the camp. The words creatures and loose also help to convey this idea.

2. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What two methods do the authors use in the second full paragraph on page 37 to make a distinction between the nurses and the Maryknoll nuns? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

a. description

b. simile

c. categories

d. anecdote

e. metaphor

f. dialogue

Part B
Based on your understanding of the chapter, which statement best represents the distinction between the nurses at camp and the Maryknoll nuns? (RI.8.3)

g. The nurses look similar to the nuns but are frightening instead of being friendly in camp.

h. The nuns look different from the nurses and are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

i. The nurses look different from the nuns and are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

j. The nuns look similar to the nurses but are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

3. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Based on your understanding of the chapter, which statement best represents the relationship Jeanne sees between herself and the women saints she learned about in catechism? (RI.8.3)

a. Jeanne is frightened by the stories of the women she learns from the Maryknoll nuns.

b. Jeanne feels she and the women saints were both enduring misery for a greater purpose.

c. Jeanne thinks the stories of the women saints were warnings against bad behavior.

d. Jeanne feels no connection to the women she learns about in catechism at Manzanar.

Part B
How do the authors convey the answer in Part A? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. by explaining how she listened to her father and avoided the nuns and Catholicism

f. by detailing the gruesome ways each of the women saints were tortured and killed

g. by comparing her reactions to these stories and those she learned at Baptist Sunday School

h. by describing one afternoon when she passed out while walking home from catechism

4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Based on your understanding of the chapter, how do the authors convey the connection between life in the internment camp and the splintering of her family? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

a. by sharing the details about what each of her family members experienced after leaving the camp

b. by describing her father’s behavior, changed demeanor, and drinking once he joined them at Manzanar

c. by comparing how her family ate meals at home and in camp and the impact of those differences

d. by showing empathy for her mother’s distraction because of Papa’s absence and the job she held in the camp

Part B
Which piece of evidence from the chapter best conveys the answer in Part A? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. “My own family, after three years of mess hall living, collapsed as an integrated unit” (33).

f. “Half of our family had already moved to the east coast, where jobs had opened for them. The rest of us were relocated” (33).

g. “At night, in bed, she would hug me close. But during the day she never seemed to notice me” (35).

h. “. . . it seemed we would almost be a family again. But it didn’t turn out that way. He was not the same man” (40).

5. This question has three parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“He looked over sixty, gaunt, wilted as his shirt, underweight, leaning on that cane and favoring his right leg” (41).

Which word from the sentence has a similar denotation to and helps the reader to understand the meaning of the word gaunt? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.5c)

a. wilted

b. underweight

c. leaning

d. favoring

Part B
Given the context of the paragraph, what does the connotation of the word gaunt convey about Jeanne’s father when he arrives at camp that the answer from Part A does not? (RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.5c)

Responses will vary, but may include: Gaunt has a much more negative and serious connotation than underweight. They both mean thin, but gaunt suggests that thinness has come as the result of great suffering. It’s not just that Papa was underweight; he was also weak, weary, and had apparently endured a great deal which resulted in these changes to his body.

Part C
Which piece of evidence from the chapter best conveys the distinction between Papa before the camps and Papa when he arrives at camp (as shown in the answer to Part B)? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. “Papa had no money then and could not get work” (33).

f. “I would watch Papa and my older brothers splash through the moonlit surf to scoop out the fish, then we’d rush back to the house . . .” (34).

g. “Letters from him trickled in . . . calling her sweetheart for the first time in fifteen years” (35).

h. “He was always suspicious of organized religions. I think he had already tried to scare me away from Catholics” (38).

6. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“Yet I hurt so inside I could only welcome him with convulsive tears” (41).

Complete the chart below to break up the word convulsive into its word parts. Use your affix list as a resource for the prefix and suffix. The Latin root information has been provided. (L.8.4b)

	
	Word Part
	Meaning
	Origin

	Prefix
	con-
	with, together
	Latin

	Root
	vuls
	pull, twitch
	Latin

	Suffix
	-ive
	quality or nature of
	Latin


Part B
Based on Part A, what is being conveyed by Jeanne in this sentence? (RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.4b)

Responses will vary, but may include: Jeanne was so upset and crying so hard that she was shaking as she hugged her father.

Source: Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki, and James D. Houston. Farewell to Manzanar. Houghton Mifflin, 1973.
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Directions: Read chapter 5 of Farewell to Manzanar (pages 31–41). Then, complete the questions below.

7. This question has three parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“They were always together, a pair of reptilian kabuki creatures at loose in the camp hospital” (37).

Which two phrases from the paragraph on page 37 best help the reader understand the meaning of the word reptilian as it is used in this sentence? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, L.8.4a)

Part B
Which type of figurative language is used in the quotation in Part A? (RI.8.4, L.8.5a)

Part C
What does the connotation of this figurative language convey about the two nurses? What two other words from the sentence also have connotations that help to convey this same idea? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.5a)

8. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What two methods do the authors use in the second full paragraph on page 37 to make a distinction between the nurses and the Maryknoll nuns? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

a. description

b. simile

c. categories

d. anecdote

e. metaphor

f. dialogue

Part B
Based on your understanding of the chapter, which statement best represents the distinction between the nurses at camp and the Maryknoll nuns? (RI.8.3)

g. The nurses look similar to the nuns but are frightening instead of being friendly in camp.

h. The nuns look different from the nurses and are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

i. The nurses look different from the nuns and are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

j. The nuns look similar to the nurses but are friendly instead of being frightening in camp.

9. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Based on your understanding of the chapter, which statement best represents the relationship Jeanne sees between herself and the women saints she learned about in catechism? (RI.8.3)

a. Jeanne is frightened by the stories of the women she learns from the Maryknoll nuns.

b. Jeanne feels she and the women saints were both enduring misery for a greater purpose.

c. Jeanne thinks the stories of the women saints were warnings against bad behavior.

d. Jeanne feels no connection to the women she learns about in catechism at Manzanar.

Part B
How do the authors convey the answer in Part A? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. by explaining how she listened to her father and avoided the nuns and Catholicism

f. by detailing the gruesome ways each of the women saints were tortured and killed

g. by comparing her reactions to these stories and those she learned at Baptist Sunday School

h. by describing one afternoon when she passed out while walking home from catechism

10. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Based on your understanding of the chapter, how do the authors convey the connection between life in the internment camp and the splintering of her family? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

a. by sharing the details about what each of her family members experienced after leaving the camp

b. by describing her father’s behavior, changed demeanor, and drinking once he joined them at Manzanar

c. by comparing how her family ate meals at home and in camp and the impact of those differences

d. by showing empathy for her mother’s distraction because of Papa’s absence and the job she held in the camp

Part B
Which piece of evidence from the chapter best conveys the answer in Part A? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. “My own family, after three years of mess hall living, collapsed as an integrated unit” (33).

f. “Half of our family had already moved to the east coast, where jobs had opened for them. The rest of us were relocated” (33).

g. “At night, in bed, she would hug me close. But during the day she never seemed to notice me” (35).

h. “. . . it seemed we would almost be a family again. But it didn’t turn out that way. He was not the same man” (40).

11. This question has three parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“He looked over sixty, gaunt, wilted as his shirt, underweight, leaning on that cane and favoring his right leg” (41).

Which word from the sentence has a similar denotation to and helps the reader to understand the meaning of the word gaunt? (RI.8.1, RI.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.5c)

a. wilted

b. underweight

c. leaning

d. favoring

Part B
Given the context of the paragraph, what does the connotation of the word gaunt convey about Jeanne’s father when he arrives at camp that the answer from Part A does not? (RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.5c)

Part C
Which piece of evidence from the chapter best conveys the distinction between Papa before the camps and Papa when he arrives at camp (as shown in the answer to Part B)? (RI.8.1, RI.8.3)

e. “Papa had no money then and could not get work” (33).

f. “I would watch Papa and my older brothers splash through the moonlit surf to scoop out the fish, then we’d rush back to the house . . .” (34).

g. “Letters from him trickled in . . . calling her sweetheart for the first time in fifteen years” (35).

h. “He was always suspicious of organized religions. I think he had already tried to scare me away from Catholics” (38).

12. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Reread this sentence from the chapter:

“Yet I hurt so inside I could only welcome him with convulsive tears” (41).

Complete the chart below to break up the word convulsive into its word parts. Use your affix list as a resource for the prefix and suffix. The Latin root information has been provided. (L.8.4b)

	Word Part
	Meaning
	Origin

	Prefix
	
	
	

	Root
	vuls
	pull, twitch
	Latin

	Suffix
	
	
	


Part B
Based on Part A, what is being conveyed by Jeanne in this sentence? (RI.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.4b)

Source: Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki, and James D. Houston. Farewell to Manzanar. Houghton Mifflin, 1973.
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