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 Summary of Task

Plastic Pollution Documentary Clip

Throughout the module, students have read texts, watched videos, and conducted research into the problem of plastic pollution and the possible solutions. Students will now share their learning with an audience beyond their classroom by creating a brief documentary clip. Creating this clip is important because plastic pollution presents an urgent and real problem, and the ability to think through solutions, act on them, and share progress with others will be crucial in addressing it. In Unit 3, students have worked with groups to write a documentary script and create a storyboard to plan their documentary clips. For the performance task, students work in their triads to film and edit their documentary clips with the purpose of sharing their message with their peers and a larger audience.  
Format

Digital video clip

Standards Addressed through This Task

The performance tasks at the end of every module are neither formative nor summative assessments. They are not formative because they come at the end of the module, concluding students’ learning about the module topic and the literacy skills they have built over eight or nine weeks. They are also not summative because they are heavily scaffolded to help students create high-quality work, and so are not a strong measure of what students can do independently. For these reasons, we do not recommend analyzing performance tasks through the same lens used to analyze assessments. Look at students’ performance tasks according to the quality of the authenticity, complexity, and craftsmanship of their work. Below are possible questions to keep in mind when considering these attributes:

· Authenticity: Does the student demonstrate interest and investment in their chosen action plan and video? Does the student provide appropriate explanations of how their action plans and efforts will address plastic pollution? Do students address the intended audience appropriately and engagingly? Do students apply their understanding of the elements of a quality documentary (interviews, music, visuals, reenactments, narration, close-ups, and statistics)?
· Complexity: Does the student demonstrate a deep knowledge of the topic of plastic pollution? Has the student effectively communicated the details that explain the problem of plastic pollution as well as how their action plan addresses the problem?
· Craftsmanship: Do the images in the video help to emphasize the points rather than distract from them? Is the student’s script writing accurate and thoughtfully crafted? Do students speak clearly and adapt their speech appropriately for the context of a documentary? Has the student successfully incorporated peer feedback on the content and presentation?
The following standards are addressed, but not assessed:

· W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
· W.7.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
· W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
· SL.7.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
· SL.7.5: Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.
· SL.7.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
· L.7.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description

Throughout the module, you have read about the problem of plastic pollution affecting our world and explored the different possible solutions. You have turned these possible solutions into an action plan alongside your peers, in the form of a documentary script and storyboard. You will now share this action plan and your learning by making a short documentary clip to share with the world.

For your performance task, you will work in a group of three to create a 3- to 5-minute documentary clip on plastic pollution. The purpose of this clip is to teach others about the plastic pollution problem and what can be done about it. This video clip will be based on the plan you developed, which includes your script, storyboard, and a description of your action plan and its effects.
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria, offer additional criteria, and work with support to construct a criteria list by which their work will be critiqued and formally assessed. Although the script and storyboard are not considered part of the performance task, the criteria for both have been included as they are essential elements needed to create the documentary clip.

The script should include

· a narrative lead introduction;

· an argument about why we need to solve the problem of plastic pollution, which is based on a claim supported by evidence and reasoning; 

· an explanation of the triad’s action plan and its results; and

· a conclusion that follows from and offers a reflection on the possible impact of the action plan.

The storyboard should include

· images (either hand-drawn or clip art) to represent

each scene in the script
the actors
the camera angles
the techniques
· captions telling what is happening and who is in the scene.

The documentary clip should include

· several of the documentary film techniques the class identified (interviews, music, visuals, re-enactments, narration, close-ups, statistics), which help to emphasize the points rather than distract from them;

· appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation;

· speech that is appropriately adapted for the context of a documentary;

· content that demonstrates interest and investment in their chosen action plan as well as a deep knowledge of the topic of plastic pollution; and

· sufficient details that explain the problem of plastic pollution as well as explanations of how the action plan and efforts will address plastic pollution.

Options for Students

· Extension: Allow students who know how to film and edit to do so independently without group discussion.

· Extension: Allow students who know how to edit film to become class experts and support others with this work.

Options for Teachers

To build authentic engagement and pride in their high-quality work, organize a Plastic Pollution Documentary Film Clip Screening and consider inviting environmental agencies in the community. Students may piece together all the clips into a feature film, plan an introduction presentation, and invite questions and comments from the audience at the end of the screening. Students may be in charge of invitations, planning the venue, and/or creating a snack bar and bake sale to benefit plastic pollution reduction. 

Students may choose to

· present their documentary clips to other classes and schools or the wider community;

· create a website, uploading their clips to reach a wider audience; or

· create a longer video of their documentary clips edited together to share with other classes, schools, or libraries.
Performance Task Anchor Chart

W.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.6, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, SL.7.6, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)
For your performance task, you will work in a group of three to create a 3- to 5-minute documentary clip on plastic pollution, how best to solve it, and your action plan for attempting the solution. The purpose of this clip is to teach others about the plastic pollution problem and what can be done about it. This video clip will be based on the plans you developed, which will include your script, storyboard, and a description of your action plan and its effects.

Your script should include

· a narrative lead introduction;

· your argument about why we need to solve the problem of plastic pollution, which is based on a claim supported by evidence and reasoning;

· an explanation of your triad’s action plan and its results;

· a conclusion that follows from and offers a reflection on the possible impact of your action plan; and

· several of the documentary film techniques your class identified (interviews, music, visuals, re-enactments, narration, close-ups, and statistics).

Your storyboard should include the following:

· Images (either hand-drawn or clip art) to represent

· each scene in your script

· the actors

· the camera angles

· the techniques

· Captions telling what is happening and who is in the scene

To celebrate this powerful learning and make a difference in the world, host a film screening at your school or in your community (possibly at the public library, local community center, or another public space).

Performance Task Directions

W.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.6, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, SL.7.6, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3

Name:
Date:

For your performance task, you will work in a group of three to create a 3- to 5-minute documentary clip on plastic pollution, how best to solve it, and your action plan for attempting the solution. The purpose of this clip is to teach others about the plastic pollution problem and what can be done about it. This video clip will be based on the plans you developed, which will include your script, storyboard, and a description of your action plan and its effects.

Your script should include

· a narrative lead introduction;

· your argument about why we need to solve the problem of plastic pollution, which is based on a claim supported by evidence and reasoning;

· an explanation of your triad’s action plan and its results;

· a conclusion that follows from and offers a reflection on the possible impact of your action plan; and

· several of the documentary film techniques your class identified (interviews, music, visuals, re-enactments, narration, close-ups, and statistics).

Your storyboard should include the following:

· Images (either hand-drawn or clip art) to represent

· each scene in your script

· the actors 

· the camera angles 

· the techniques

· Captions telling what is happening and who is in the scene

To celebrate this powerful learning and make a difference in the world, host a film screening at your school or in your community (possibly at the public library, local community center, or another public space).

Model Documentary Storyboard

SL.7.5

Name:
Date:
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Recently, | was at my favorite spot at the river, in the
middle of a very hot day, getting ready to jump in and
cool of f, when something out in the middle of the flowing
water caught my eye. For a second | thought it might
be a bird or a turtle resting on a rock, but | looked more
closely and saw a plastic bag snagged on the branch of
a tree. Immediately | thought of what we'd read about
plastic pollution in class. How animals could swallow
plastic or get caught in it. How plastic could end up in
our drinking water or even our food.

Caption: Shot of a girl in a bathing suit, looking at the river. The camera
focuses on the river and shows a plastic bag caught in a branch,

| rushed out into the river like a lifeguard to the rescue
and unhooked the bag. | looked at the bag and realized
that the plastic pollution problem I'd been reading about
was not far away. It was right in my own town, right at
my favorite river spot.

Caption: A shot of the same girl in the middle of the river, holding the
plastic bag triumphantly.

The day seemed a little less bright when | sat down
and started to unpack the sandwich I'd picked up for
lunch. | pulled it out of the bag and started to remove
the wrapper. | suddenly realized what | held in my hand:
| might have caught one plastic bag, but here | was
carrying another. | always did my best to recycle, but
couldn't | do more to stop plastic pollution?

Caption: Shot of the girl sitting near the river, after getting the plastic
bag. The shot shows her looking down at the plastic bag her sandwich
is in, disappointed.
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Do you know how big of a problem plastic pollution has
become? Plastic bottles, bags, containers, and other
items fill up our landfills and take hundreds of years to
even start to decay. A lot of this plastic ends up polluting
our oceans. According to Jessica Hullinger of The Week
magazine, "as much as 8 million metric tons of plastic
found its way to the ocean in 2010."

Caption: An image of a landfill, either shot in real life or taken from the
internet.

Where does all this plastic come from? There are many
forms of plastic pollution, but let's just focus on the kind
| was carrying to the river with me that day. According
to the documentary A Plastic Ocean, "80 million tons of
waste in the U.S. alone, every year, comes from plastic
food packaging.” Anjali Acharya, writing for the World
Bank, reports that an estimated "1 million plastic bags
[are] used every minute." Also, "plastic food packaging
represents the majority of municipal waste." It is clear
that the choices we make as individuals have an impact
on plastic pollution. We might enjoy the convenience of
using plastic to carry our food, but it comes at a cost.

Caption: Images of people throwing away plastic food packaging.
Either images taken from the internet or filmed with a camera.

Action Plan:

Thinking about what to do about plastic pollution can
be overwhelming. But the more | researched, the more
it seemed that the best way | could start to reduce
the plastic pollution problem was by using less plastic
food packaging. | knew from my research that there
are many ways we can reduce plastic pollution. But
making a change at the middle of the plastic life cycle,
as a consumer, seemed the most effective and most
immediate action | could take.

Caption: Shots of the same girl doing research online, perhaps including
more images of plastic packaging as well as text to show the statistics.





[image: image5.jpg]So here's what | tried for a week. | brought my own
reusable food containers to a restaurant or takeout
to avoid using their plastic containers. It felt a little
awkward and embarrassing at first, but the restaurant
owners were actually really cool about it. | even found
one restaurant owner who shared my concerns.

Caption: Shot of same girl showing the reusable food containers she
brought to a restaurant.

(Dialogue from the video:)
Emma: Hello, Shawn.
Shawn: Hello, Emma.

Emma (voiceover narration): Shawn is the owner of Three
Spoons. She's made progress in using sustainable material for
her takeout items.

Shawn: Here at Three Spoons we really only use paper takeout
items for our to-go containers. We wrap our pastries in paper
and place them in a paper bag for customers. We only supply
straws if people ask for them, and the ones we provide, though
expensive, are worth it. They're compostable. They aren't the
perfect solution, but they work for now.

Emma (voiceover narration): My conversation with Shawn was
inspiring. If | hadn't tried out my own action plan | might never
have learned about her efforts.

Caption: Girl in a restaurant talking to the store owner.

Conclusion:

It felt good to use less plastic, even though sometimes
it meant having tough conversations or planning ahead
to bring my own containers. To keep myself motivated, |
thought about how | wasn't just doing it for me.

Caption: Shot of girl speaking to the camera for her narration.





[image: image6.jpg]Sources:

| pictured the sea turtle we learned about that ate a
plastic bag out of confusion. | thought of the bag | picked
up from the river and how | was lucky to get to it before
it hurt an animal or ended up out in the ocean. It also
helped to remember that | was not alone. According to
Danielle Smith-Llera in her book Trash Vortex, "Every day
people fight the war on plastic pollution.”

Caption: Images taken from the internet of @ sea turtle being harmed
by plastic.

In my research, | found that there were efforts to ban
single-use plastic around the world. People are working
to make recycling easier and more efficient, and inventors
are coming up with new ways to clean our oceans. | will
continue to do my part. | will bring my own containers
instead of using disposable plastic ones. | will encourage
others to do the same. | will see if | can get restaurants
to support this work, inviting customers to bring their
own reusable containers, and rid themselves of plastic
bags. | will become part of the solution.

Caption: Images of people using the correct recycling bins to throw
trash away, either taken from the internet or shots of real people using
the camera.

A Plastic Ocean. Written and directed by Craig Leeson, Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018.
Web.

Hullinger, Jessica. "Five Weird Materials that Could Replace Plastic." The Week, 16 June 2017.

Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
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