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Unit 2 Assessment:
Reading and Writing Opinions

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment focuses on students’ reading comprehension and informational writing skills. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8, RI.2.9, and W.2.1 and has two parts. In Part I, students read the text “Help Protect Butterflies!” and answer selected response and fill-in-the-blank questions (RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8). Then, using both this text and A Place for Butterflies, students compare the points in two texts (RI.2.9). In Part II, students draft a written piece stating their opinion about how butterflies and people can live together. In this piece, students include two reasons supporting their opinion, as well as an introduction and conclusion (W.2.1). In order to chunk the task for students, this writing takes places in four “sessions” across three lessons.
CCSS Assessed:
· RI.2.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

· RI.2.2: Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

· RI.2.8: Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.

· RI.2.9: Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

· W.2.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.

Assessment Directions:
This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lessons 6 (Part I) and 8–10 (Part II).
Part I: Reading an Opinion
1. Transition students to their workspaces and point out the copies of A Place for Butterflies already there.

2. Distribute Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Reading an Opinion and orient students to the directions for Questions 1–6.

3. Direct students not to move on to Questions 7–8 until you tell them to do so.

4. Invite students to independently read “Help Protect Butterflies!” and answer 
Questions 1–6.

5. Circulate to support and observe students as they work. As students complete the first six questions, encourage them to reread the questions and check their answers.

6. Students who work quickly through this portion of assessment and have reviewed their work may quietly read their copy of A Place for Butterflies while waiting for instructions to complete Questions 7–8.

7. Once all students have completed Questions 1–6, refocus whole group.

8. Tell students that, for the last two questions, they will compare “Help Protect Butterflies!” with A Place for Butterflies. Remind students that they did a similar comparison with “Bats’ Roosts in Danger!” and A Place for Bats in a previous lesson. Refer to the posted Comparing Two Texts about Bats anchor chart as needed.

9. Review the directions and statements listed in the chart, answering clarifying questions as needed. Tell students that you will read the first eight pages of A Place for Butterflies aloud; remind them that they have already heard and read these pages (in Lesson 5).

10. Read aloud pages 1–8.

11. Invite students to use their copies of A Place for Butterflies and “Help Protect Butterflies!” to complete Questions 7–8.

12. Remind students that they can use text features to help them skim A Place for Butterflies rather than rereading the entire set of pages, and that they can refer to the posted Comparing Two Texts about Bats anchor chart.

13. Circulate to support students as they work. For students who complete the assessment quickly, encourage them to review their work and continue reading other sections of A Place for Butterflies independently.

14. Collect the assessment and transition students back to the whole group meeting area. Direct students to sit with enough space that they will be able to lie down and leave space for other students to lie down, too.

Part II: Writing an Opinion

Session 1:

1. Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets and read the first one aloud:
“I can write an introduction for my opinion piece that describes the dangers that butterflies face.”

2. Turn and Talk:
“What are important words in this target?” (introduction, dangers)

3. Confirm with students that the introduction of an opinion piece introduces the problem and states an opinion about how to solve the problem.

4. Tell students they will take a moment to look back at their Shared Opinion Writing: “People Should Protect Bats.” Read aloud the introduction written in red.

5. Turn and Talk:

“What does the introduction say?” (The introduction tells that people are scared of bats and the bats are in danger.)

6. Confirm with students that the introduction explains the issue that bats are in danger. The introduction introduces the problem.

7. Display the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Class Notes. Remind students that they know the dangers butterflies face.

8. Follow the same routine from Work Time C of Lesson 4 to guide students through orally “writing” with their partners using their “pencil” (finger) and “paper” (hand).
9. Turn and Talk:

“What sentences will you write for your introduction to introduce the dangers that butterflies face?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Butterflies are beautiful, helpful pollinators.)

10. Circulate and listen in for examples to share with the whole group. Refer to Writing Model: “People Should Protect Butterflies” (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

11. Tell students that they will have the chance to write their introduction about why people should protect butterflies in their My Opinion writing booklets. Remind students they can reference the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Student Notes on page 6 of their Protecting Pollinators research notebooks.

12. Transition students to their workspaces and point out the My Opinion writing booklets and Protecting Pollinators research notebooks already there. Invite students to make their arms flutter like a butterfly as they move to their seats.

13. Instruct students to complete the introduction section of their My Opinion writing booklet on page 2.

14. Circulate and support students by directing them to read over their notes before writing. Encourage them to rehearse their sentences using a whisper voice before writing them down. Refer to My Opinion writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

15. After 15 minutes, refocus whole group.
Session 2:
1. Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets and read the second one aloud:

“I can write a focus statement for my opinion piece that states an opinion about why people should protect butterflies.”

2. Turn and Talk:

“What are important words in this target?” (focus statement, opinion)

3. Confirm with students that the focus statement tells what their opinion is. Briefly remind them that they can write to support an opinion even if they disagree with the opinion because they have researched reasons to support their opinion.

4. Direct students’ attention to the Shared Opinion Writing: “People Should Protect Bats” and read aloud the focus statement in green.

5. Turn and Talk:

“What does the focus statement say?” (People should work to protect bats.)

6. Follow the same routine from Work Time C of Lesson 4 to guide students through orally “writing” with their partners using their “pencil” (finger) and “paper” (hand).

7. Turn and Talk:

“What sentence will you write for your focus statement to state your opinion?” (Responses will vary, but may include: We should work to protect butterflies because they are important to plants and animals.)

8. Transition students to flutter like butterflies back to their workspaces to write their focus statement on page 2 of their My Opinion writing booklet.

9. Circulate and support students by directing them to read over their notes before writing. Continue to refer to My Opinion writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

Session 3:
1. Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets and read the second one aloud:

“I can write reasons to support the opinion that people should protect butterflies.”
2. Turn and Talk:

“What are the important words in this target?” (reasons, support)

3. Say: “Today your job is to add reasons from your research to support the opinion that people should protect butterflies.”

4. Display the Shared Opinion Writing: “People Should Protect Bats” and read aloud the reasons written in yellow and blue.

5. Turn and Talk:

“What are the reasons why people should protect bats?” (Bats are important to plants, and bats are important to animals.)

6. Conversation Cue: “Who can tell us what your classmate said in your own words?” (Responses will vary.)

7. Confirm with students that the reasons support the opinion.

8. Display the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Class Notes. Remind students that they know the reasons why butterflies should be protected.

9. Follow the same routine from Work Time B of Lesson 4 to guide students through orally “writing” with their partners using their “pencil” (finger) and “paper” (hand).

10. Turn and Talk:

“What will you write for your first reason to support your opinion that people should protect butterflies?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Butterflies are important to plants because butterflies help spread their seeds.)

“What will you write for your second reason to support your opinion that people should protect butterflies?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Butterflies are important to animals because they help make food by pollinating plants.)

11. Circulate and listen in for examples to highlight with the whole group that align with the supporting reasons in Writing Model: “People Should Protect Butterflies” (example, for teacher reference).

12. Remind students that they will write their own supporting reasons about why people should protect butterflies in their My Opinion writing booklets. Encourage students to reference Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Student Notes on page 6 of their Protecting Pollinators research notebooks.

13. Transition students to their workspaces and point out the My Opinion writing booklets and Protecting Pollinators research notebooks already there. Invite students to flap their wings and flutter like butterflies as they go to their workspace.

14. Instruct students to complete the reasons section of their My Opinion writing booklet on page 3.

15. Circulate and support students by directing them to read over their notes before writing. Consider prompting them with questions like “What are your reasons to support your opinion?” or “Why should people protect butterflies?” while they write. Refer to My Opinion writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

16. After 25 minutes, refocus whole group and transition students back to the whole group area. Collect their writing booklets and research notebooks.

Session 4:
1. Direct their attention to the posted learning targets and read the first one aloud:

“I can write a conclusion for my opinion piece about why people should protect butterflies.”
2. Turn and Talk:

“What is an important word in this target?” (conclusion)

3. Tell students that they are almost finished writing their opinions for why people should protect butterflies.

4. Display the Shared Opinion Writing: “People Should Protect Bats” and read aloud the conclusion written in black.
5. Turn and Talk:

“What does the conclusion say?” (We need to save the bats.)

6. Confirm with students that the purpose of a conclusion is to restate the opinion.

7. Display the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Class Notes. Remind students that they know reasons people should protect butterflies.

8. Follow the same routine from Work Time B of Lesson 4 to guide students through orally “writing” with their partners using their “pencil” (finger) and “paper” (hand).
9. Turn and Talk:

“What sentences will you write for your conclusion?” (Responses will vary, but may include: We need to help the butterflies! Many plants and animals need them.)

10. Circulate and listen in for examples to highlight with the whole group that align with the conclusion to Writing Model: “People Should Protect Butterflies” (example, for teacher reference).

11. Tell students they will work independently to write their conclusion in their My Opinion writing booklets. Encourage students to reference the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Student Notes on page 6 of their Protecting Pollinators research notebooks.

12. Transition students to their workspaces and point out the My Opinion writing booklets and Protecting Pollinators research notebooks already there. Invite students to move like an ant, bat, or butterfly pollinator to their seats.

13. Instruct students to complete the conclusion section of their My Opinion writing booklet on page 4.

14. Circulate and support students by directing them to read over their notes before writing. Refer to My Opinion writing booklet (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

15. After 10 minutes, refocus whole group.

Unit 2 Assessment: 
Reading and Writing Opinions

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8, RI.2.9, W.2.1

Directions: Read the text below and answer the questions.
Help Protect Butterflies!
	1
	Butterflies are important pollinators. They help the plants we eat to grow. Some butterflies are in danger, though. Weather patterns around the world are changing. Changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies.

	2
	These changes in weather can be a problem for butterflies for many reasons. They can cause a drought. A drought is a long time with little or no rain. The plants that caterpillars eat can’t grow without rain. It can also kill flowers. Then butterflies cannot get enough to eat.

	3
	The changes in weather also cause strong storms. Storms are a big problem for butterflies. Heavy rain can damage their wings. Even a single raindrop can harm a butterfly! But butterflies can stay safe if there are plants where they can hide.

	4
	Changing weather also affects the temperature outside. This is another problem for butterflies. The change in temperature can affect when butterflies reproduce and migrate. Butterflies may do these things at the wrong time if the temperature gets too hot or cold.

	5
	Butterflies can be in danger from changing weather patterns. Let’s help butterflies by protecting the places they live.

	
	Glossary:
Reproduce: to make a new plant, human, or animal like oneself
Migrate: to change habitat or location


Question 1: What is the main topic of “Help Protect Butterflies!”? (RI.2.2)

A. Changes in weather are dangerous for butterflies.
B. Strong storms and rain are dangerous for butterflies.
C. Too much heat or cold is dangerous for butterflies.
D. Plants dying is dangerous for butterflies.

Question 2: What is the focus of Paragraph 2? (RI.2.1, RI.2.2)

A. Changing temperature is dangerous for butterflies.

B. Too much water is dangerous for butterflies.

C. Drought is dangerous for butterflies.
D. Butterflies need water to drink.

Question 3: What is one reason changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. The changes can cause blizzards.

B. The changes can cause butterflies to get too hot.

C. The changes can cause butterflies to freeze.

D. The changes can cause storms.
Question 4: How do storms affect butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)
A. Butterflies can drown.

B. Rain can damage their wings.
C. Rain can kill caterpillars.

D. Storms can blow them away.

Question 5: What is another reason that changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. The temperature outside can change.

B. The kind of food they eat can change.
C. Their habitats can change.

D. The amount of sunlight can change.

Question 6: How do changes in the temperature outside affect butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. Butterflies can get too hot when they are flying outside.

B. Butterflies can reproduce or migrate at the wrong time.
C. Butterflies can have frozen wings when they try to fly.

D. Butterflies can stay inside when they need to move.

Question 7: Look at the chart below. Read the facts. Put an X to show where each point appears. Use your copy of A Place for Butterflies and “Help Protect Butterflies!” to help you. (RI.2.9)

	
	A Place for Butterflies
	“Help Protect Butterflies!”

	Changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies.
	
	X

	There are many things we can do to protect butterflies. 
	X
	

	Butterflies are in danger. 
	X
	X


Question 8: On the chart above, underline one important point that is made in both texts.
Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and 
Writing Opinions

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________
RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8, RI.2.9, W.2.1

Directions: Read the text below and answer the questions.
Help Protect Butterflies!
	1
	Butterflies are important pollinators. They help the plants we eat to grow. Some butterflies are in danger, though. Weather patterns around the world are changing. Changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies.

	2
	These changes in weather can be a problem for 
butterflies for many reasons. They can cause a drought. A drought is a long time with little or no rain. The plants that caterpillars eat can’t grow without rain. It can also kill flowers. Then butterflies cannot get enough to eat.

	3
	The changes in weather also cause strong storms. Storms are a big problem for butterflies. Heavy rain can damage their wings. Even a single raindrop can harm a butterfly! But butterflies can stay safe if there are plants where they can hide.

	4
	Changing weather also affects the temperature outside. This is another problem for butterflies. The change in temperature can affect when butterflies reproduce and migrate. Butterflies may do these things at the wrong time if the temperature gets too hot or cold.

	5
	Butterflies can be in danger from changing weather patterns. Let’s help butterflies by protecting the places they live.

	
	Glossary:
Reproduce: to make a new plant, human, or animal like oneself
Migrate: to change habitat or location


Question 1: What is the main topic of “Help Protect Butterflies!”? (RI.2.2)
A. Changes in weather are dangerous for butterflies.
B. Strong storms and rain are dangerous for butterflies.
C. Too much heat or cold is dangerous for butterflies.
D. Plants dying is dangerous for butterflies.

Question 2: What is the focus of Paragraph 2? (RI.2.1, RI.2.2)

A. Changing temperature is dangerous for butterflies.

B. Too much water is dangerous for butterflies.

C. Drought is dangerous for butterflies.

D. Butterflies need water to drink.

Question 3: What is one reason changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. The changes can cause blizzards.

B. The changes can cause butterflies to get too hot.

C. The changes can cause butterflies to freeze.

D. The changes can cause storms.

Question 4: How do storms affect butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)
A. Butterflies can drown.

B. Rain can damage their wings.

C. Rain can kill caterpillars.

D. Storms can blow them away.

Question 5: What is another reason that changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. The temperature outside can change.

B. The kind of food they eat can change.

C. Their habitats can change.

D. The amount of sunlight can change.

Question 6: How do changes in the temperature outside affect butterflies? (RI.2.1, RI.2.8)

A. Butterflies can get too hot when they are flying outside.

B. Butterflies can reproduce or migrate at the wrong time.

C. Butterflies can have frozen wings when they try to fly.

D. Butterflies can stay inside when they need to move.

Question 7: Look at the chart below. Read the facts. Put an X to show where each point appears. Use your copy of A Place for Butterflies and “Help Protect Butterflies!” to help you. (RI.2.9)
	
	A Place for Butterflies
	“Help Protect Butterflies!”

	Changes in weather can cause problems for butterflies.
	
	

	There are many things we can do to protect butterflies. 
	
	

	Butterflies are in danger. 
	
	


Question 8: On the chart above, underline one important point that is made in both texts.
My Opinion Writing Booklet 

W.2.1, W.2.5

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Writing Model: “People Should Protect Butterflies”  

Write a paragraph sharing your opinion about why we should work to protect butterflies. Be sure to include an introduction that explains the dangers that butterflies face, an opinion, two reasons to support your opinion, and a conclusion. You may use the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Class Notes to help you.

· Dangers that butterflies face
· An opinion about why we should work to protect butterflies 
· Two reasons to support your opinion 
· Conclusion

	Done
	Steps

	
	Learn from a model.

	
	Introduce the topic.
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	Write a focus statement (opinion).
	

	
	Write the first reason why people should protect butterflies.
	

	
	Write the second reason why people should protect butterflies.
	

	
	Write a conclusion.
	

	
	Revise by adding linking words.
	


(Sample, for Teacher Reference)
I can write the introduction for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the introduction is to describe the dangers that butterflies face.
Did you ever watch a beautiful butterfly float across the sky?

Unfortunately, people do things that hurt butterflies, such as spraying pesticides and cutting down trees. Many butterflies are in danger. 

I can write the focus statement for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the focus statement is to state my opinion about why people should work to protect butterflies.
We should work to protect butterflies because they are very important to plants and animals.

I can write two reasons to support my opinion. The job of each reason is to explain why butterflies are important.
Reason #1 

One reason we should protect butterflies is because they are important to plants. Plants need butterflies to pollinate them and make seeds. Caterpillar droppings add nutrients to the soil. If there were no butterflies, we wouldn’t have many plants.

Reason #2

Another reason we should protect butterflies is because they are important to animals. Butterflies help the fruits and vegetables we eat to grow. Also, butterflies are eaten by other insects, such as spiders and dragonflies. If there were no butterflies, people and other animals would have less to eat.

I can write a conclusion for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the conclusion is to restate why it is important to protect butterflies.
We need to save the butterflies! Plants and animals depend on them. If we aren’t careful, we may lose these beautiful creatures!

My Opinion Writing Booklet 

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________
W.2.1, W.2.5

Write a paragraph sharing your opinion about why we should work to protect butterflies. Be sure to include an introduction that explains the dangers that butterflies face, an opinion, two reasons to support your opinion, and a conclusion. You may use the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Reasons Butterflies Are Important: Class Notes to help you.

· Dangers that butterflies face
· An opinion about why we should work to protect butterflies 
· Two reasons to support your opinion 
· Conclusion 

	Done
	Steps

	
	Learn from a model.

	
	Introduce the topic.
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	Write a focus statement (opinion).
	

	
	Write the first reason why people should protect butterflies.
	

	
	Write the second reason why people should protect butterflies.
	

	
	Write a conclusion.

	
	Revise by adding linking words.


I can write the introduction for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the introduction is to describe the dangers that butterflies face.
	

	

	

	

	


I can write the focus statement for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the focus statement is to state my opinion about why people should work to protect butterflies.
	


	

	

	


I can write two reasons to support my opinion. The job of each reason is to explain why butterflies are important.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


I can write a conclusion for My Opinion writing booklet. The job of the conclusion is to restate why it is important to protect butterflies.
	

	

	

	


Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 2: Module 4: Unit 2


Providing for Pollinators — Assessment








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution. 

	[image: image3.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2



