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 Performance Task

In the performance task, students take action to help butterﬂies by creating a wildﬂower seed packet ﬁlled with wildﬂower seeds. The seeds can be planted, which will help to provide butterﬂies with nectar and a habitat. The front of the wildﬂower seed packet includes a title and a detailed, colored pencil drawing of a monarch butterﬂy. The back of the wildﬂower seed packet includes instructions for how to plant the wildﬂower seeds, as well as a typed opinion piece explaining why people should help butterﬂies. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.2.1, W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.7, and W.2.8.

Unit 1 Assessment

Reading, Comparing and Contrasting, and Creating a Videobook of Stories

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text. It centers on CCSS ELA RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL2.6, RL.2.9, SL.2.2, and SL.2.5 and has three parts. In Part I, students hear an excerpt of The Ant and the Grasshopper read aloud and answer questions about this fable (SL.2.2, RL.2.1). Students then reread the fable on their own, complete a graphic organizer describing its story elements, and write a paragraph describing its central message (RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.6). In Part II, students use a copy of “Bunnyyarl the Flies and Wurrunnunnah the Bees” to compare and contrast two versions of the same story by completing a T-chart and short response question (RL.2.9). In Part III, students create a videobook in which they read aloud a page of the story “Bunnyyarl the Flies and Wurrunnunnah the Bees.” The audio portion of this recording is used to measure progress toward SL.2.5.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Reading Literature Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.4, RL2.6, and RL.2.9; the Speaking and Listening Checklist is used to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.2.2 and SL.2.5; the Language Checklist is used to gather data on students’ progress toward L.2.5a. Students also complete an entrance ticket to assess RL.2.4 and L.2.4.b.

Unit 2 Assessment

Reading and Writing Opinions

This assessment focuses on students’ reading comprehension and informational writing skills. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8, RI.2.9, and W.2.1 and has two parts. In Part I, students read the text “Help Protect Butterflies!” and answer selected response and fill-in-the-blank questions (RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.8). Then, using both this text and A Place for Butterflies, students compare the points in two texts (RI.2.9). In Part II, students draft a written piece stating their opinion about how butterflies and people can live together. In this piece, students include two reasons supporting their opinion, as well as an introduction and conclusion (W.2.1). In order to chunk the task for students, this writing takes places in four “sessions” across three lessons.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use Reading Informational Text Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.4, RI.2.8, RI.2.9; the Language Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward L.2.1.b, L.2.5b, and L.2.6; and the Opinion Writing Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward W.2.1 and W.2.5.

Unit 3 Assessment

Presentation and Reflection on Habits of Character, Work, and Learning

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.2.1a, SL.2.1b, and SL.2.6 and tasks students with participating in a small group presentation and discussion in which each student shares the three work products they created in Module 4, as well as a reflection focused on their work and learning. In the reflection, students describe how they have shown habits of character in the classroom, as well as what they are proud of, what they learned, and what they found challenging in the work. After each person shares, group members respond with comments about the presenter’s work and reflection. Data for this assessment also can be gathered as an ongoing assessment throughout the unit as students reflect and share in the Closing of each lesson.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.2.1a, SL.2.1b, and SL.2.6. The Reading Informational Text Checklist is also used to gather data on students’ progress toward RI.2.3, and the Language Checklist is used to gather data on students’ progress toward L.2.1c, L.2.2a, L.2.2b, L.2.2e, and L.2.3a.

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a Reading Literature Checklist, a Reading Informational Text Checklist, a Language Checklist, and an Opinion Writing Checklist.

Speaking and Listening Checklist

Unit 1 emphasizes SL.2.2 and SL.2.5, and Unit 3 provides an ongoing opportunity to formally assess SL.2.1a, SL.2.1b, and SL.2.6.

	Student Name
	SL.2.1a:
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
	SL.2.1b:
Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
	SL 2.2: 
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
	SL.2.5: 
Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
	SL.2.6: 
Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Literature Checklist

This checklist is designed to track students’ comprehension of literary texts during this module. This module focuses primarily on RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.4, RL.2.6, and RL.2.9. Focus on reading literature standards is emphasized in Unit 1 and is formally assessed in the Unit 1 Assessment. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout this unit.

	Student Name
	RL.2.1: 
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
	RL.2.2:
Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, lesson, or moral.
	RL.2.3: 
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
	RL.2.4: 
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
	RL.2.6: 
Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading 
dialogue aloud.
	RL.2.9: 
Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Informational Text Checklist

This checklist is designed to track students’ comprehension of informational texts during this module. This module focuses primarily on RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.3, RI.2.4, RI.2.8, and RI.2.9. Focus on reading informational text standards is emphasized in Unit 2 and is formally assessed in Part I the Unit 2 Assessment. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout this unit. 

	Student Name
	RI.2.1: 
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
	RI.2.2: 
Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
	RI.2.3: 
Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
	RI.2.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
	RI.2.8: 
Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
	RI.2.9: 
Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Language Checklist

Unit 1 emphasizes L.2.4b and L.2.5.a; Unit 2 emphasizes L.2.1.b, L.2.2e, L.2.5b, and L.2.6; and Unit 3 emphasizes L.2.1c, L.2.2a, L.2.2b, and L.2.3a. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout the module.

	Student Name
	L.2.1b: 
Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).
	L.2.1c: 
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., my-
self, ourselves)
	L.2.2a: 
Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
	L.2.2b: 
Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
	L.2.2e: 

Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.
	L.2.3a: 
Compare formal and informal uses of English
	L.2.4b: 
Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).
	L.2.5a: 

Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).
	L.2.5b: 
Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).
	L.2.6: 
Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy).
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Opinion Writing Checklist

This module focuses primarily on W.2.1. Instruction on this standard begins and is formally assessed in Unit 2. Students continue to practice W.2.1 in Unit 3, and W.2.6 is also assessed in Unit 3 using this checklist. This checklist also includes W.2.7, W.2.8, and L.2.6 since students’ writing is based on shared research and notes on the module topic. L.2.2 standards that are taught and assessed in the Reading Foundations Skills Block are included here for formative assessment purposes because students should be supported with applying these skills during their writing in the module lessons.

	Module 4 Opinion Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION (W.2.1)

	Introduces the topic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writes a focus statement (opinion)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provides two reasons to support opinion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writes conclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WORD CHOICE

	L.2.6: 
Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

	W.2.5: 

With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	W.2.6: 

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESEARCH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W.2.7: 

Participate in shared research and writing projects.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	W.2.8: 

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.2.1f:
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.2.2a:
Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.2.2d:
Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.2.2e:
Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Opinion Writing Rubric

The following rubric is designed to measure students’ progress toward mastery of informative/explanatory writing and associated language standards. This rubric reflects performance expected at the end of this grade level; therefore, it is used across modules where W.2.1 is assessed. During this module, this rubric should be used to record evidence of progress toward mastery of W.2.1 and related language standards; however, full mastery of these standards is not expected until the end of this grade.
	Opinion Writing Rubric: Grade 2

	Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reason, and provide a concluding statement or section.

	
	
	4 – Advanced
	3 – Proficient
	2 – Developing
	1 – Beginning

	A
	Knowledge and Understanding

RL/RI.2.10
	Demonstrates a deep understanding of topic or text
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of topic or text 
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of topic or text
	Does not demonstrate understanding, or shows a misunderstanding, of topic or text 

	B

C

D
	Organization and Purpose

W.2.1 
	Opinion is clearly stated and focus is maintained

Introduction provides the context needed to clearly understand the topic or text

Unusually effective or engaging concluding statement or section
	Opinion is clearly stated
Introduction provides some context about topic or text

Concluding statement or section restates the opinion in the piece
	Opinion is unclear

Introduction is off topic

Conclusion is confusing or off topic
	Opinion is not stated or is unrelated to task

Introduction is missing

Conclusion is missing

	E

F

G
	Evidence and Elaboration

W.2.1

W.2.8

L.2.6
	Provides evidence and reasons that support the opinion

Uses a variety of words and phrases to connect opinion and reasons

Uses precise academic and domain-specific vocabulary 
	Supplies reasons that support the opinion

Uses appropriate linking words to connect opinion and reasons

Uses relevant words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, being read to, and responding to texts
	Opinion is insufficiently supported by reasons

Linking words used may be awkward or poorly chosen

Uses a basic vocabulary
	Reasons are absent or irrelevant

No linking words used and/or the connection between opinion and reasons is unclear

Uses a limited vocabulary

	H

I

J
	Conventions

L.2.1f

L.2.2a

L.2.2d

L.2.2e
	Uses a variety of sentence structures; few/no errors in usage and sentence formation

Effective and consistent use of punctuation and capitalization

Few spelling errors
	Variety of simple and compound sentences

Correctly and consistently uses upper and lowercase letters; correctly uses end punctuation

Generalizes learned spelling patterns and shows evidence of using reference materials (Word Walls, dictionaries, etc.) when writing words
	Simple or repetitive sentence structure

Inconsistent use of grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization

Frequent errors in the spelling of grade-appropriate words
	Errors in usage are frequent; sentences are often difficult to understand

Errors in punctuation and capitalization are frequent, making the piece difficult to read

Errors in spelling are severe and often obscure meaning 
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� Please note that all L.2 standards are taught and formally assessed in the Reading Foundations Skills Block. They are included here for formative assessment purposes. 





© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	3



[image: image4.emf][image: image5.emf]