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Summary of Task

In this performance task, students take action to help butterflies by creating a wildflower seed packet filled with wildflower seeds. The seeds can be planted, which will help to provide butterflies with nectar and a habitat. The front of the wildflower seed packet includes a title and a detailed, colored pencil drawing of a monarch butterfly. The back of the wildflower seed packet includes instructions for how to plant the wildflower seeds, as well as a typed opinion piece explaining why people should help butterflies. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.2.1, W.2.2, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.7, and W.2.8.

Recall that EL Education believes that high-quality work is a reflection and result of the high expectations teachers have for all students. Thus, it is a means to excellence and equity. The performance task for this module allows for students to create high-quality work based on their deep knowledge of pollinators. Using the literacy skills built throughout the school year; knowledge built in Modules 3–4; and cycles of drafting, critique, and revision, students are able to create a high-quality product that showcases their learning for the year. Unit 3 supports this work for the performance task with both the design of its lessons and the use of optional flex days.

In addition to the opportunities for critique, feedback, and revision, students are given an opportunity to present their work to an audience from outside the classroom. Creating work for an authentic audience motivates students to meet standards and engage in revision. Through the process, they develop perseverance and realize that they can do more than they thought they could.
The purpose of the optional flex days in this unit is to allow for additional time, as needed, to support students with the use of technology, the drafting of artwork, and student presentations for a high-quality end-of-year performance task. Refer to the unit-at-a-glance chart in the Unit 3 Overview for additional information.

Format

Wildflower Seed Packet
Front:

· Title of wildflower seed packet

· Colored pencil drawing of a monarch butterfly

Back:

· Shared writing giving instructions for how to plant seeds

· Independent opinion writing about why people should help butterflies

Standards Assessed through This Task

· W.2.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.2.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

· W.2.5: With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.

· W.2.6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

· W.2.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

· W.2.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Student-Friendly Task Invitation/Task Description

Second-grade students, you already know that butterflies help us get many of the fruits, flowers, and vegetables we enjoy. You also know that butterflies face challenges today and need our help to continue to survive. Help support these important pollinators by creating a wildflower seed packet. These seeds can be planted in our community, which will help to provide butterflies with nectar and a habitat.

For the front of your wildflower seed packet:
· Write a title for your wildflower seed packet.

· Create a detailed, colored pencil drawing of a monarch butterfly.

For the back of your wildflower seed packet:
· Co-create instructions for how to plant wildflower seeds.

· Write two reasons why butterflies are important to plants and animals using complete sentences. (Use the Dangers That Butterflies Face and Why Butterflies Are Important anchor chart to help you.) Co-create a conclusion that calls on people to take action to help butterflies.

· Type your wildflower seed packet writing piece.

Assemble your wildflower seed packet using the Wildflower Seed Packet Assembly Directions (see below).
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria.

Criteria for Writing:
· Writing supports the opinion with reasons from our research

· Writing uses proper spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

· Writing is typed (i.e., wildflower seed packet writing piece)

Criteria for Assembled Wildflower Seed Packet:
· The final product measures 8.5” tall by 5.5” wide

· Contains four components:

· Wildflower seed packet title (front)

· Butterfly drawing (front)

· Wildflower seed planting instructions (back)

· Wildflower seed packet writing piece (back)

Criteria for Artwork:
· Drawing of butterfly uses accurate shapes

· Drawing of butterfly uses accurate patterns

· Drawing of butterfly uses realistic colors

Options for Students

· If more time is allotted for student writing, students may write all parts of the wildflower seed packet piece individually rather than being given the introduction and co-creating the conclusion.

· If more time is allotted for student artwork, students may create additional drafts of the monarch butterfly drawing. Students may continue to use the critique and revision process to improve their work product.

· Student writing (i.e., wildflower seed packet piece) could be various lengths, shorter for those for whom language is a barrier or longer for those needing an extension.

· If typing the wildflower seed packet piece is not possible, invite students to write the final draft in legible handwriting.

Options for Teachers

Localizing the Task:
· Consider using wildflower seeds for a local wildflower (see Resources and Links below).

· Consider using a photograph of a local butterfly for student to draw (see Resources and Links below).

Presenting to an Authentic Audience:

· Students may present their projects to school and family members at the Celebration of Learning, and to an additional audience such as gardeners, farmers, or entomologists in the community (see Lessons 12 and 13 optional flex day).

Creating High-Quality Artwork:

· Consider providing time for additional drafts of the butterfly drawing (see Lessons 5, 6, and 7 optional flex day).

· Consider using another art medium (e.g., watercolor) to enhance the butterfly drawing on the front of the wildflower seed packet.

Resources and Links

To find local butterflies: http://www.butterfliesandmoths.org/
To find local wildflower seeds: https://www.americanmeadows.com/wildflower-gardening#regional
Central Text and Informational Texts

1. Stewart, Melissa. A Place for Butterflies. Peachtree Publishers, 2011. ISBN-10: 1561455717. (from Unit 2; one per student)
Wildflower Seed Packet Template:
Annotated Teacher Model

For Teacher Reference
Directions: Use this template as a guide when assembling the Wildflower Seed Packet: Bee Model.
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Wildflower Seed Packet Template

For Teacher Reference
Directions: Copy, cut out, and assemble this template to create the Wildflower Seed Packet: Bee Model. Refer to the annotated Wildflower Seed Packet Template for guidance in assembly.
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Wildflower Seed Packet Writing Piece: 
Bee Model

For Teacher Reference
Directions: Copy, cut out, and affix to the back of the Wildflower Seed Packet Template to create the Wildflower Seed Packet: Bee Model.
	Why should we help bees?

Bees help plants by pollinating the fruits and vegetables we eat to grow.

Bees need nectar from flowers to live and grow.

Plant these seeds to help bees survive!




Wildflower Seed Packet Planting Instructions:
Bee Model

For Teacher Reference
Directions: Copy, cut out, and affix to the back of the Wildflower Seed Packet Template to create the Wildflower Seed Packet: Bee Model.
	1. Choose an area that gets 6 or more hours of sun a day.
2. Prepare the soil: Remove other growth and rake the soil flat.
3. Press the seeds into the ground, but do not bury them with soil. You can do this by walking on them.
4. Water the soil so that it is moist but not soaked. Once the plants are 4–6 inches tall, you can let them get water from rainfall. If there is a drought, water occasionally.




Wildflower Seed Packet Bee Drawing: 
Bee Model

For Teacher Reference
Directions: Copy, cut out, and affix to the front of the Wildflower Seed Packet Template to create the Wildflower Seed Packet: Bee Model.
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Wildflower Seed Packet Assembly Directions

RI.2.1

1. Fold the template in half so the sides line up with each other evenly. Do not touch the tabs on the top, bottom, and side.
2. Fold the bottom tab labeled Tab B over to secure the front and back of the packet. When it is aligned straight, glue it down.
3. Fold the side tab labeled Tab A over. When it is aligned straight, glue it down. Leave the top tab open.
4. On the front, write the title (“Wildflower Seeds for Butterflies”) at the top.
5. Glue the butterfly drawing on the front under the title.
6. On the back, glue down the wildflower seed packet writing piece at the top.
7. Glue down the wildflower seed planting instructions at the bottom.
8. Write your name on the top tab of the seed packet.
9. Place a small handful of seeds inside the packet.
10. Glue down the top tab to close the seed packet.
Wildflower Seed Packet Writing Piece

Example, for Teacher Reference
	Introduction
	Why should we help butterflies?

	Reason 1
(independent—chosen from class notes)
	Butterflies help plants by pollinating the fruits and vegetables we eat to grow.

	Reason 2
(independent—chosen from class notes)
	Butterflies are food for other insects such as spiders and dragonflies.

	Call to Action
	Plant these seeds to help protect butterflies!


Wildflower Seed Packet Writing Piece

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	Introduction
	Why should we help butterflies?

	Reason 1
(independent—chosen from class notes)
	

	Reason 2
(independent—chosen from class notes)
	

	Call to Action
	


Monarch Butterfly Photo

Note to teacher: Print or project in color if possible.
[image: image5.jpg]



Wildflower Seed Planting Instructions

For Teacher Reference
	Sample Wildflower Seed Planting Instructions #1
	Sample Wildflower Planting Instructions #2

	11. Choose an area that gets 6 or more hours of sun a day.
12. Prepare the soil: Remove other growth and rake the soil flat.
13. Press the seeds into the ground, but do not bury them with soil. You can do this by walking on them.
14. Water the soil so that it is moist but not soaked. Once the plants are 4–6 inches tall, you can let them get water from rainfall. If there is a drought, water occasionally.
	15. Prepare the land. Remove some or all of the grass and weeds and rake the soil.

16. Choose a sunny location.

17. Scatter the seeds on top of the soil.

18. Press the seeds into the soil by walking on them. Do not cover them with soil.

19. Water the area for 4–6 weeks or until the plants are well established.

20. Remove dead flower heads in the fall and fill in empty space with more seeds.


Wildflower Seed Packet Criteria Checklist

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Write a check mark after you complete each step.
	
	Wildflower Seed Packet Criteria
	Check When You Complete

	1
	Writing supports the opinion with reasons from our research
	

	2
	Writing uses proper spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
	

	3
	Writing is typed
	

	4
	Drawing of butterfly uses accurate shape
	

	5
	Drawing of butterfly uses accurate pattern
	

	6
	Drawing of butterfly uses realistic color
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