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Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Writing about Schools around the World
For Teacher Reference

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.2.1 and W.2.2. For this two-part assessment, students engage in two close read-aloud sessions of Off to Class. During these sessions, they take notes based on specific text-dependent questions. They then use the information in their notes to write an informative paragraph that describes what makes it hard for children to go to school in a particular community, and how that community solves that problem so children can go to school.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.2.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
· W.2.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

Assessment Directions:
This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lessons 7–8.
Informational Reading Assessment:
1.
Ensure access to the following materials for these sessions: Close Read-aloud Guide: Off to Class, Off to Class, Off to Class notebook, Off to Class notebook (example, for teacher reference), How to Take Notes anchor chart, and Speaking and Listening Checklist.

2.
Guide students through Session 5 (Lesson 6) and Session 6 (Lesson 7) of the Close Read-aloud Guide: Off to Class.
3.
In Session 5, prompt students to put their fingers on the “Problem” box of the Off to Class Note-catcher: “Water, Water Everywhere” and read the prompt aloud:
“What is the problem? Why is it hard for children in the Chalanbeel region of Bangladesh to go to school?”
4.
Invite students to write and draw in the “Problem” box of the note-catcher in response to this prompt.

5.
Explain to students that they will complete the rest of the note-catcher tomorrow.

6.
In Session 6, prompt students to put their fingers on the “Solution” and the “Why is this school important to the community?” boxes of the Off to Class Note-catcher: “Water, Water Everywhere” and read the prompt aloud:
“What is the solution? How are the children in the Chalanbeel region of Bangladesh able to go to school? Why is this school important to the community?”

7.
Invite students to write and draw in the “Solution” and “Why is this school important to the community” boxes.

8.
Collect page 7 of students’ Off to Class notebooks. Use the Unit 2 Assessment Criteria List and Off to Class notebook (example, for teacher reference) to evaluate their progress toward RI.2.1.

Informative Writing Assessment:

1.
Review student responses on the reading portion of the assessment before guiding students through completing the writing portion.

2.
Ensure access to the following materials for this portion of the assessment: Off to Class notebook, Parts of a Problem and Solution Informative Paragraph anchor chart, and Problem and Solution Informative Writing Model: “The Rainforest School.”

3.
In Session 5, review the writing prompt with students:
“In Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh, it can be hard to go to school. How did the community in Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh solve this problem so children can go to school? Describe the problem and solution in Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh using details from the text Off to Class.”
4.
Tell students that today they will start writing a problem and solution informative paragraph by writing their focusing statement and describing the problem.

5.
Model this using the Problem and Solution Informative Writing Model: “The Rainforest School.”
6.
Invite students to begin writing their focus statement and describing the problem.

7.
Circulate to support students by reviewing the writing prompt as needed and reminding them to use their own notes on page 8 in their research notebook.

8.
Explain to students that they will complete the rest of their informative paragraph in the next lesson.
9.
In Session 6, review the writing prompt with students:
“In Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh, it can be hard to go to school. How did the community in Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh solve this problem so children can go to school? Describe the problem and solution in Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh using details from the text Off to Class.”
10.
Tell students that today they will finish writing their problem and solution informative paragraphs by describing the solution and writing their conclusion.

11.
Model this using the Problem and Solution Informative Writing Model: “The Rainforest School.”

12.
Invite students to continue writing their informative paragraphs.

13.
Circulate to support students by reviewing the writing prompt as needed and reminding them to use their own notes on page 8 in their research notebook.

14.
Collect students’ informative paragraphs. Use the Unit 2 Informative/ Explanatory Writing Rubric and the sample proficient response to evaluate their progress.
Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Writing about Schools around the World
RI.2.1

Off to Class Note-catcher: “Water, Water Everywhere”

Page 7

Name: ____________________________ Date: ___________
Write and draw in each box.

	School
Boat school
	Location (place)
Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh

	Problem


	Solution



	Why is this school important?




Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Writing about Schools around the World
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.2.1

Off to Class Note-catcher: “Water, Water Everywhere”

Page 7

Write and draw in each box.

	School
Boat school
	Location (place)
Chalanbeel region, Bangladesh

	Problem

· Lots of rain makes floods (picture of lots of water)

· Kids can’t get to school

· Floods damage the schools (picture of schools filled with water)
	Solution

· Boat school (picture of boat school)

· Like a school bus and school building

· Picks kids up at their house

· Lessons in math, reading, writing (picture of book, paper and pencil)

· Solar panels, computers, printer, books (picture of computer, solar panels)

	Why is this school important?

· Safe for girls to go to school (picture of girls)

· Adults take classes


Problem and Solution Informative Paragraph: 
“Water, Water Everywhere”

	Model
	Student Writing:

	Focus Statement

In a rainforest in Brazil, it was hard for students to go school, and their community solved this problem. 
	Focus Statement:

	Information about the Problem

The problem is that the small school only went up to third grade. There was also no electricity. 
	Information about the Problem:

	Information about the Solution

So, they solved this problem by building a new school. The new school has solar panels, computers, and the internet. Now, all students can stay in their village and go to school.
	Information about the Solution:

	Conclusion Statement

That is how the community solved the problem.
	Conclusion Statement:


Informational Reading Criteria

Sample Proficient Response:

Name: ______________________________________ Date: ______________________

Note to Teachers: Students’ responses will vary. Use these criteria to evaluate students’ progress toward the following standard:

RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

	Beginning: Student meets one or no criteria.
Developing: Student meets two to three criteria. (This may mean that students are proficient in one criterion and beginning in another.)
Proficient: Student meets all four criteria.
Advanced: Student meets/exceeds all criteria.

	Criteria
	Meets
	Notes

	Student names the school and where it is located. (R1.2.1)
	
	

	Student identifies the problem in the community using two or three details from the text in the form of notes and/or pictures. (R1.2.1)
	
	

	Student describes how the community solves the problem using two or three details from the text in the form of notes and/or pictures. (R1.2.1)
	
	

	Student describes why the school is important to the community using one or two details from the text in the form of notes and/or pictures. (R1.2.1)
	
	


Unit 2 Assessment: Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric

W.2.2

	CCSS Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade 2

	Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Knowledge and

Understanding
	Demonstrates a deep understanding of information and ideas 
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of information and ideas 
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of information and ideas 
	Does not demonstrate understanding, or shows a misunderstanding, of information and ideas 

	Organization/Purpose

W.2.2 (Note that W.2.4 is reflected in all descriptors)
	Focus is clearly stated and strongly maintained
Engaging introduction
Effective concluding statement or section
	Focus is clear and mostly maintained
Introduces a topic, providing some relevant context
Relevant concluding statement or section
	Focus may be unclear and/or poorly maintained
Introduction is off topic
Conclusion is off topic
	Focus is missing or unrelated to task
Introduction is missing
Conclusion is missing 

	Evidence/Elaboration

W.2.2

W.2.8

L.2.6
	Well-chosen facts and details develop the topic
Uses precise academic and domain-specific vocabulary words
	Relevant facts and definitions develop points
Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
	Supporting details may be insufficient, repetitive, vague, and/or copied
Uses a basic vocabulary
	Supporting facts, and details are irrelevant or absent
Uses a limited vocabulary

	Conventions

L.2.1

L.2.2
	Few errors in usage and sentence formation
Effective and consistent use of punctuation and capitalization
Few spelling errors
	Variety of simple and compound sentences
Correctly and consistently uses upper and lowercase letters
Correctly uses end punctuation
Generalizes learned spelling patterns and shows evidence of using reference materials (Word Walls, dictionaries, etc.) when writing words
	Simple or repetitive sentence structure
Inconsistent use of grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization
Frequent errors in the spelling of grade-appropriate words
	Errors in usage are frequent; sentences are often difficult to understand
Errors in punctuation and capitalization are frequent, making the piece difficult to read
Errors in spelling are severe and often obscure meaning 


Unit 2 Assessment: Reading and Writing about Schools around the World
 (Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference)

W.2.2
In Bangladesh, it was hard for students to go school, and their community solved this problem. The problem is that there were floods, and the floods knocked down schools. The floods made it hard for kids to get to school. They solved this problem by building boat schools. The boat can pick students up, and they can learn on the bus. The boat has solar panels. The boat school means girls can go to school because it is safe. That is how the community solved the problem.
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