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Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Writing: 
Birds’ Body Parts Help Them Survive

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on ELA CCSS W.1.2 and W.1.7 and requires students to write an informative paragraph to answer the research question “How do birds use their body parts to survive?” Students choose to write about either feathers or beaks—the body parts the class has researched and taken notes on during the unit. 

CCSS Assessed:
· W.1.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

· W.1.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).

Assessment Directions:
This assessment is administered in Unit 2, Lessons 15–16. 

Lesson 15:
1.
Review the second learning target.

2.
Share with students that they will use their writing organizer to write an informative paragraph about how a bird’s body part helps it to survive.

3.
Remind students that all informative paragraphs have several important parts, but that today they will focus only on writing the focus statement and detail sentences.

4.
Transition students back to their workspaces.

5.
Invite students to read over their writing organizer to remember what their paragraph will be about. 

6.
After 1–2 minutes, distribute the Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Writing: Birds’ Body Parts Help Them Survive sheets.
7.
Direct students’ attention to the Parts of an Informative Paragraph anchor chart and briefly review the focus statement’s job.

8.
Turn and Talk:

“What is the big idea of YOUR paragraph?” (A bird’s body part helps it to survive.)
“Say the sentence you will write as your focus statement.”
9.
Invite students to use the Focus Statement section of the Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Writing: Birds’ Body Parts Help Them Survive sheet to write their focus statement.

10.
 Repeat this process for students to write their first and second detail sentences.

Lesson 16:
1.
Review the first learning target.

2.
Tell students that they will use their writing organizer to finish their informative paragraph about how a bird’s body part helps it to survive.

3.
Remind students that today they will focus only on writing the second set of detail sentences and conclusion statement.

4.
Transition students to their workspaces.

5.
Invite students to review their pre-distributed writing organizer to remember what their paragraph is about.

6.
After 1–2 minutes, direct students’ attention to the Parts of an Informative Paragraph anchor chart and follow the same process from Work Time B of Lesson 15 for students to write their detail sentences and conclusion statement using the Detail Sentences #2 and Conclusion Statement sections of the Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Writing: Birds’ Body Parts Help Them Survive sheet.
Unit 2 Assessment: Informative Writing: 
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(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
W.1.2, W.1.7

Focus Statement

	Birds use their beaks to help them survive.


Detail #1

	Some birds have sharp beaks. These beaks help birds to crush seeds to eat.


Detail #2

	Other birds have long and pointy beaks. These beaks help them pick fish out of the water to eat.


Conclusion Statement

	Birds use their beaks to help them eat.
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W.1.2, W.1.7
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