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Unit 3 Assessment: Responding to Text: 
Thinking about Illustrations and Speaking

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on ELA CCSS SL.1.1c and SL.1.5 and asks students to use their Expert Birds Research notebook (including visuals) from their small group research to participate in a Science Talk. All students use drawings from their research notes to help explain their research (SL.1.5) while their group asks clarifying questions (SL.1.1c) about the information being presented.  

CCSS Assessed:
· SL.1.1c: Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.

· SL.1.5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

Assessment Directions:

This assessment is administered in Unit 3, Lesson 8
1. Display the Science Talk Groups chart and point out that group A will begin with the Science Talk and group B will begin with the puppets. 

2. Transition students to their respective workspaces. 

3. Invite group A students to sit facing their pre-determined Science Talk group members in the whole group area.

4. Distribute group A’s Expert Birds Research notebooks. Remind students that in the previous lesson, they marked the information that they wanted to share by placing a sticky note on the top of the page.

5. Lead students in group A through the Unit 3 Assessment:

· Remind students that they will use the Science Talk protocol to discuss the question: “How does my bird’s body help it survive?”

· Review the Science Talk Protocol anchor chart and the Classroom Discussion Norms anchor chart as necessary.

· Display the Science Talk sentence starters and briefly review them. 

· Remind students that as they engage in the Science Talk protocol, they should use one of the sentence frames to add on or to build on what another group member might have said.

· Also remind students as they talk that they should show the pictures from their Expert Birds Research notebook. This will help the members of their group better understand what they are describing. They should also be sure to share the information that they selected and marked with a sticky note during yesterday’s lesson.

· Invite students to begin discussing how their expert bird uses its body to survive.

· As students discuss, circulate to track assessment information on the Speaking and Listening Checklist.

· When 3 minutes remain, invite students in group B to clean up and place any materials neatly at their workspaces.

· Signal students in group A to stop working and collect their research notebooks.

· Refocus whole group. Help group B transition to the whole group area and group A to the puppet-making area.

6. Invite group members to transition to their new workspaces and repeat this process with group B.
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