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Unit 1 Assessment: Informational Reading: 
Short Response about Birds

(For Teacher Reference)
This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7, and RI.1.9, and tasks students with listening to pages 20 and 21 of the text read aloud and then using a student copy of the book to respond to several short response questions and selected response questions about the text and illustrations.

CCSS Assessed:
· RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

· RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

· RI.1.3: Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

· RI.1.4: Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.

· RI.1.5: Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.

· RI.1.7: Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

Assessment Directions:

The assessment is administered in Unit 1, Lesson 8.

Informational Reading Short Response: Birds, Pages 20–21

1.
Display Birds and read pages 20–21 aloud. Invite students to follow along with a reading buddy in their own text.

2.
Read each question on the assessment aloud, allowing time for students to complete the answer independently in writing.

Unit 1 Assessment: 
Informational Reading Short Response

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7

Listen to the pages read one or two times aloud with minimal discussion. Then use the illustrations to help you answer the questions below.

1. What is this section of the text mostly about? (RI.1.2, RI.1.5)

Birds of Prey

2. Which text feature helped you know this? (RI.1.5)

 Choose one:

A. Illustrations
B. Title or heading
C. Captions
3. Look at the bottom of page 20. Why did the author put a picture of a fish under the bird? (RI1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, RI.1.7)

Answers may vary, but the following are examples: 

The fish is under the bird because it is food; he eats it; the bird eats the fish; the fish is the bird’s prey.

4. Look at the picture of the bald eagle on page 20. The author tells us it has a hooked beak. Based on the picture and the text beside it, what do you think the word hooked means? (RI.1.4, RI.1.7)

A. Straight

B. Yellow

C. Curved

5. Look at the top of page 21. Why did the author choose to put pictures of a red kite, hawk, eagle owl, falcon, and buzzard here? (RI.1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, RI.1.7)
Answers may vary, but the following are examples: 

All of these birds are hunters; hunt for food; are birds of prey. 

6. What do the mouse, fish, snake, and bone all have in common? Why are they shown at the bottom of the page? (RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.7)

Answers may vary, but the following are examples: 
All of these things are food; eaten by birds; the birds’ prey. 
7. What text feature tells the reader how the secretary bird hunts the snake? (RI.1.1, RI.1.5)

A. Picture

B. Heading

C. Caption
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Informational Reading Short Response
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RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7

Listen to the pages read one or two times aloud with minimal discussion. Then use the illustrations to help you answer the questions below.
8. What is this section of the text mostly about? (RI.1.2, RI.1.5)

__________________________________________________________________________
9. Which text feature helped you know this? (RI.1.5)
Choose one:
A. Illustrations

B. Title or heading

C. Captions
10. Look at the bottom of page 20. Why did the author put a picture of a fish under the bird? 
(RI1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, RI.1.7)
	


11. Look at the picture of the bald eagle on page 20. The author tells us it has a hooked beak. Based on the picture and the text beside it, what do you think the word hooked means? (RI.1.4, RI.1.7)

A. Straight

B. Yellow

C. Curved

12. Look at the top of page 21. Why did the author choose to put pictures of a red kite, hawk, eagle owl, falcon, and buzzard here? (RI.1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, RI.1.7)
	


13. What do the mouse, fish, snake, and bone all have in common? Why are they shown at the bottom of the page? (RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.7)
	


14. What text feature tells the reader how the secretary bird hunts the snake? (RI.1.1, RI.1.5)

A. Picture

B. Heading

C. Caption
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