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Summary of Task

Expert Bird Riddle Card and Scientific Drawing Cards Matching Game

In this performance task, students create two cards to demonstrate their expertise about how a bird uses specific body parts to survive. The Expert Bird Riddle card contains an informational riddle that teaches the reader about a specific bird’s key body parts and how those parts aid in survival. The Expert Bird Scientific Drawing card contains a black-and-white scientific drawing of the expert bird that accurately depicts the bird’s external anatomy. Students read their Expert Bird Riddle cards during the Celebration of Learning and use their Expert Bird Scientific Drawing cards to play a matching game in small groups. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.1.5, W.1.7, L.1.1.f, L.1.1.g, L.1.2.b, L.1.2.e, and the NGSS Standard 1.LS1.A.
Format

Expert Bird Riddle Card and Scientific Drawing Cards Matching Game
· This performance task invites students to write an informational riddle about their expert bird’s body part and create a black-and-white scientific drawing of the bird. 

· Both cards are based on information gathered during the whole class research in Unit 2 and the small group research in Unit 3. 

· The writing and drawing are created on two separate templates, which may later be copied onto smaller cards and laminated to be used for the riddle matching game. 

· The task is scaffolded through the use of whole group and small group research, oral processing, shared writing, practiced drawing, teacher modeling, and teacher guidance.

Standards Addressed through This Task

CCSS:
· W.1.5: With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

· W.1.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).

· L.1.1f: Use frequently occurring adjectives.

· L.1.1.g: Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).

· L.1.2b: Use end punctuation for sentences.

· L.1.2d: Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

· L.1.2e: Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

NGSS:
· LS1.A
Student-Friendly Task Invitation/Task Description

You are going to make a fun game to help people learn more about birds’ bodies!

First, you’ll need to use what you know about birds and their body parts to study a specific bird and research how that bird’s special body parts help it to survive. Then, you will use the information from your expert bird research to write a riddle. You will also create a scientific drawing of your expert bird on a different card. People will have so much fun trying to match your Expert Bird Riddle card and your Expert Bird Scientific Drawing card when you play the game with your classmates and guests at our end of module celebration!

Using your research, write an Expert Bird Riddle card in which you inform your reader about how your bird uses two of its body parts to help it survive and thrive.

Your writing should include:

· Facts from research to teach the reader about two body parts and how they help the bird survive

· Adjectives to help the reader understand the bird body part

· Correct capitalization

· Correct punctuation

· Accurate spelling of bird and high-frequency words

· Neat paper

· Words on the lines

· Words large enough to read

On the other card, create an Expert Bird Scientific Drawing card. Your drawing should show:

· Accurate shapes for the bird body parts

· Correct size of body parts

· Correct placement of body parts

· Details 

You will share your riddle and scientific drawing cards with family and friends at the end of module celebration!
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria.

Students’ riddle should include:
· Facts from research to teach the reader about two body parts and how they help the bird survive

· Adjectives to help the reader understand the bird body part

· Correct capitalization

· Correct punctuation

· Accurate spelling of bird and high-frequency words

Students’ scientific drawings should include:

· Accurate shapes for the bird body parts

· Correct size of body parts

· Correct placement of body parts

· Details 

Options for Students

· If students have prior experience with careful coloring, consider providing an opportunity for students to color the specific body parts that the riddle describes (using high-quality colored pencils to support accuracy and quality). 

· Students could work with a partner to assist as they plan and work on their writing, but the final piece will be an individual’s product.

· Students’ writing could be various lengths. Students may write about more than two body parts if they have learned that information during research. 

· Differentiate support for students who may be in different places with inventive spelling.

· Students could play the matching game with another class as practice for presenting to their classroom visitors.

Options for Teachers

· Students may present their projects to their own class, to other classes in the school, or to parents or other adults.

· Students’ Expert Bird Riddle cards could be typed and both the riddle cards and scientific drawing cards copied onto cardstock and laminated to make a more durable game. 

· Consider videotaping students sharing their performance tasks to share with family members who are unable to attend the end of module celebration. 

Central Text and Informational Texts

1. Collard, Sneed. Beaks! Charlesbridge, 2002. Print. ISBN: 9781570913884

2. Hughes, Catherine. Little Kids First Big Book of Birds (National Geographic). National Geographic, 2016. Print. ISBN: 9781426324321

3. Stewart, Melissa. Feathers: Not Just for Flying. Charlesbridge, 2014. Print. ISBN: 9781580894319.

Expert Bird Riddle Template

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

W.1.5, W.1.7, L.1.1f, L.1.1g, L.1.2b, L.1.2d, L.1.2e

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What is this bird?

Expert Bird Scientific Drawing Card

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

Bird Name:
	


Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist

This module focuses primarily on W.1.2 and W.7. Instruction on these standards begins in Unit 1 and continues and is assessed in Unit 2. Students continue working on these standards in Unit 3 as they complete the performance task. This checklist also includes L.1.2 standards that are taught and assessed in the K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block but are included here for formative assessment purposes since students should be supported with applying these skills during their writing in the module lessons.

	Module 3 Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION

	Names a topic (W.1.2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Supplies some information about the topic (W. 1.2, W.1.7, W.1.8)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provides some sense of closure (W.1.2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. (W.1.5)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Piece shows solid understanding of content (W. 1.7)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WORD CHOICE

	L.K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Module 3 Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS
 

	L.1.2a
Capitalizes the first word in a sentence, I, names, dates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.1.2b
Uses end punctuation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.1.2c 
Uses commas in dates, words in a series
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.1.2e
Spells untaught words phonetically
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.1.2d
Uses conventional spelling—common patterns and high-frequency words
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.1.1F 
Use frequently occurring adjectives.
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� Please note that all L.2 standards are taught and formally assessed in the K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block. They are included here for formative assessment purposes.
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