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	[image: image1.png]



	End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part I: Write an Argument Essay


(For Teacher Reference)
Students write an argument essay defending the idea that the middle of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution.    
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	CCSS Assessed


· W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
· W.7.1a: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
· W.7.1b: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
· W.7.1c: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.
· W.7.1d: Establish and maintain a formal style.
· W.7.1e: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
· W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.)
· W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
· W.7.9b: Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”).
· W.7.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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	End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part II: Revise an Argument Essay


(For Teacher Reference)
Students revise their essays, focusing on the placement of modifying phrases and commas between coordinate adjectives. To guide them in their revisions, students refer to feedback from a peer during a Tuning protocol as well as their knowledge and practice in the placement of modifying phrases and commas between coordinate adjectives.
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	CCSS Assessed


· W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.)
· L.7.1c: Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
· L.7.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· L.7.2a: Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).
· L.7.2b: Spell correctly.
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	End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part III: Modify Phrases and Coordinate Adjectives


(For Teacher Reference)
Students complete this optional assessment by answering selected and constructed response questions to create complete sentences without dangling or misplaced modifiers. Students also correct sentences by placing commas between the coordinate adjectives.
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	CCSS Assessed


· L.7.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· L.7.1c: Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
· L.7.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· L.7.2a: Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).
· L.7.2b: Spell correctly.
End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part I: Write an Argument Essay

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Write an Essay

Use all rows on the Grade 7 Argument Writing rubric and the sample proficient response to assess student writing. Save a copy of the scored essays to use for in continuing assessment. These pieces can be used to measure the progress of individual students throughout the year, as well as to identify common instructional needs in a class. (W.7.1, W.7.1a, W.7.1b, W.7.1c, W.7.1d, W.7.1e, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.9, W.7.9b, W.7.10)

Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3 (For Teacher Reference)

W.7.1a: Acknowledges an alternate claim that people have tried other solutions.
W.7.1a: Introduces claim and organizes points with a main claim statement.
W.7.1b: Supports point with relevant evidence such as quotes from the text and reasoning that explains the evidence.

Prompt: Write an essay defending the idea that the middle of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution.

Open it, peel it, tie it, toss it—plastic might seem cheap, but throwing it away comes at a cost. Plastic that is not thrown away properly pollutes our oceans and our lands. It can harm sea creatures who swallow it by accident. And eventually, we end up eating harmful chemicals that latch on to the plastic. (Smith-Llera 40) We must take action to reduce plastic pollution. People have tried to create new materials to replace plastic at the beginning of the plastic life cycle, or proposed cleanup efforts at the end of the life cycle. These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is at the middle of its life cycle. By buying other materials as much as possible and recycling the plastic we do use, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.

We have the power to use less plastic. We just need to start making better choices. There are many things we use plastic for that can be replaced by other alternatives. Anjali Acharya, writing for the World Bank, gives five examples of how consumers can use less plastic. For example, she explains that people buy “an estimated million plastic bottles per minute” (Acharya). Avoiding this plastic is as easy as making sure you have other ways of drinking water. Also, we can make similar choices for all kinds of plastic items. There are many alternatives to plastic bags, plastic straws, and plastic cutlery that do not hurt the environment. These are just a few examples that show that we have the power to make better choices. The many choices we can make to buy and use less plastic show that focusing on reducing plastic pollution at the middle of its life cycle can be extremely effective.

Another way that we can target plastic pollution at the middle of its life cycle is by recycling it. Recycling programs are already popular and sometimes even profitable. As Roger Morton says in the documentary A Plastic Ocean, recycled plastic can be used to make money. In Trash Vortex, Jason Farahnik, a project manager at a recycling facility, explains that the plastic in landfills makes them “goldmines, full of resources” (Smith-Llera 49). Some may argue that recycling programs do not significantly reduce plastic pollution. However, these examples show that recycling can work and it pays. Ecologist Chris Wilcox believes that getting people to recycle more plastic is “the cheapest, simplest, and far most efficient solution” to the plastic pollution problem (Smith-Llera 52). The success of recycling efforts around the world demonstrates that targeting plastic pollution in the middle of its life cycle can work.

W.7.1c: Uses phrases like “Another way that we can target . . . ” to clarify the relationship between ideas.

W.7.9b: Draws evidence from informational texts to support analysis.

W.7.1e: Provides a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument.
The problem of plastic pollution is one of the most urgent that we face. As Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex, “[e]very day people fight the war on plastic pollution.” But in this fight, we have to make a choice about how to best spend our energy. Some argue that the beginning of the life cycle, before plastic is made, is best. Others say we should fight plastic where it already is by cleaning it up. These efforts are important, but the best place to focus is at the middle of the life cycle. Plastic keeps getting made because we use it and don’t recycle it enough. If we make new, better choices, we can solve this problem right from the middle.

Sources:

A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web.

Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part I: Write an Argument Essay 

Name:
Date:

Write an Essay

Directions: Write an essay defending the idea that the middle of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution. Include evidence from the texts read throughout Units 1 and 2.

REMEMBER: A well-written argument

· starts with an introduction giving readers the context they need to understand the topic or text;

· clearly states a claim and stays focused on supporting that claim throughout the piece;

· uses accurate and relevant evidence and reasoning to support the points;

· groups information logically, in a way that makes the points clear to the reader;

· uses words and phrases to connect the points/reasons to the claim;

· provides a conclusion that supports the argument and restates the claim;

· acknowledges with fairness an opposing claim;

· uses a formal style; and

· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can complete the steps below:

1. Spend a few minutes reviewing your note-catchers and texts from Units 1 and 2. You will use these resources to plan your essay before writing. 

2. Plan the essay on your Argument Writing Plan graphic organizer or one you create yourself. The planner will not be scored; only your essay itself will be assessed.

3. Draft the essay.

4. Use the Argument Writing checklist to revise and edit your essay.

5. Reread your essay checking for effective evidence and organization.

6. Check your essay for spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes.

Use the following documents to assist you in writing your essay:

· Note-catchers from Module 4, Units 1 and 2

· Texts and from Module 4, Units 1 and 2: A Plastic Ocean, Trash Vortex, “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic,” “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution,” and “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid”

· Argument Writing checklist

· Argument Writing Plan graphic organizer

· Vocabulary log (from Unit 1, Lesson 2, Work Time A)

· Online or print dictionaries (including ELL and home language dictionaries)

End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part II: Revise an Argument Essay

Name:
Date:

Directions: Exchange your essays with your partner, and follow the Directions for Tuning Protocol (on a separate handout). Focus on giving feedback on the proper placement of modifying phrases and the use of commas with coordinate adjectives. (W.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.1c, L.7.2, L.7.2a, L.7.2b)

Remember that a modifying phrase describes a noun (person, place, thing, or idea). Dangling modifiers are phrases that are not properly associated with the noun they modify.

Also, remember that coordinate adjectives modify the same noun, and an adjective is a describing word.

Directions: Once you have given and received feedback on the proper placement of modifying phrases and the use of commas with coordinate adjectives:

7. Reread the draft of your essay.

8. Read the feedback and consider how you can use this feedback to improve your work. You may or may not agree with all the feedback, but you should consider it and incorporate the suggestions that you agree will improve your writing.

9. Revise your essay to improve the placement of modifying phrases and the use of commas with coordinate adjectives, clearly marking the revisions you have made using a colored pencil.

End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part II: Revise an Argument Essay

(For Teacher Reference)
End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Revise an Argument Essay

Students revise the draft of their argument essays about reducing plastic pollution in the middle of the plastic life cycle, focusing on the proper placement of modifying phrases and the use of commas with coordinate adjectives. Students who used a word processor to write their pieces will revise using the same tool. Direct them to use track changes to show their revisions.

Use the rubric and the changes highlighted on the draft to assess student progress.

	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Revises for Rhetorical Effectiveness
	Makes revisions suggested as well as additional revisions that improve the quality of the piece
	Responds thoroughly to feedback, making most revisions suggested
	Responds to feedback, making some revisions suggested
	Few or no changes made

	Edits for Conventions
	Makes corrections suggested and identifies and corrects other errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics
	Responds positively to feedback, making all corrections suggested
	Responds to feedback, making most corrections suggested
	Few or no changes made


End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part III: Modify Phrases and Coordinate Adjectives

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below. Write the new combined sentence on the line provided, adjusting capitalization as necessary. Remember that a modifying phrase describes a noun (person, place, thing, or idea). Dangling modifiers are phrases that are not properly associated with the noun they modify. (L.7.1, L.7.1c)

10. plastic pollution can be reduced

by buying other materials as much as possible 

we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution

Answers will vary. Possible response: By buying other materials as much as possible, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.

11. having the responsibility to ban plastic

plastic pollution will end

governments should act now

Answers will vary. Possible response: Because they have the power to ban plastic, governments should act now.

12. scientists and activists are finding new ways to clean up the ocean

although they encounter challenges 

the waters may someday return to its natural state 

Answers will vary. Possible response: Although they encounter challenges, scientists and activists are finding new ways to clean up the ocean.

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns. (L.7.1, L.7.1c)

13. Consumers reduce the amount of plastic that ends up in landfills and the ocean,

A
B
when they recycle.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Consumers reduce the amount of plastic

B. that ends up in landfills and the ocean,

C. when they recycle.
On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Answers will vary. Possible response: When they recycle, consumers reduce the amount of plastic that ends up in landfills and the ocean.

14. Held responsible for disposing of their plastics, systems for recycling and reusing products

A 
B
would be created by manufacturers.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Held responsible for disposing of their plastics,

B. systems for recycling and reusing products

C. would be created by manufacturers.
On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Answers will vary. Possible response: If they were held responsible for disposing of their plastics, companies would create systems for recycling and reusing their products.

Part II

Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives modify the same noun, and an adjective is a describing word. (L.7.2, L.7.2a)

15. “Looking out over the vast expanse of clear, sparkling water, there is no plastic in sight.” 
(A Plastic Ocean, 25:48)

16. “Our scientists commissioned a small, remotely operated vehicle to travel over a mile and a half down to the deep trenches.” (A Plastic Ocean, 24:08)

17. “Our producer, Jo Ruxton, was familiar with the story about a huge, floating island of garbage twice the size of Texas in the north Pacific.” (A Plastic Ocean, 26:33)

18. “This massive, floating, 2000-foot long barrier acts as an artificial coastline.” (“Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid”)

Sources:

Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Betteley, Pat. “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid.” Faces Magazine, 1 Jan. 2019, vol. 35, no. 4, pp. 26–29.

End of Unit 2 Assessment: Part III: Modify Phrases and Coordinate Adjectives

Name:
Date:

Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below. Write the new combined sentence on the line provided, adjusting capitalization as necessary. Remember that a modifying phrase describes a noun (person, place, thing, or idea). Dangling modifiers are phrases that are not properly associated with the noun they modify. (L.7.1, L.7.1c)

19. plastic pollution can be reduced

by buying other materials as much as possible 

we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution

20. having the responsibility to ban plastic

plastic pollution will end

governments should act now

21. scientists and activists are finding new ways to clean up the ocean

although they encounter challenges 

the waters may someday return to its natural state 

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns. (L.7.1, L.7.1c)

22. Consumers reduce the amount of plastic   that ends up in landfills and the ocean,

A 
B
when they recycle.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

a. Consumers reduce the amount of plastic

b. that ends up in landfills and the ocean,

c. when they recycle.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

23. Held responsible for disposing of their plastics,   systems for recycling and reusing products

A 
B
would be created by manufacturers.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

a. Held responsible for disposing of their plastics,

b. systems for recycling and reusing products

c. would be created by manufacturers.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Part II

Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives modify the same noun, and an adjective is a describing word. (L.7.2, L.7.2a)

24. “Looking out over the vast expanse of clear sparkling water, there is no plastic in sight.” 
(A Plastic Ocean, 25:48)

25. “Our scientists commissioned a small remotely operated vehicle to travel over a mile and a half down to the deep trenches.” (A Plastic Ocean, 24:08)

26. “Our producer, Jo Ruxton, was familiar with the story about a huge floating island of garbage twice the size of Texas in the north Pacific.” (A Plastic Ocean, 26:33)

27. “This massive floating, 2000-foot long barrier acts as an artificial coastline.” (“Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid”)

Sources:

Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Betteley, Pat. “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid.” Faces Magazine, 1 Jan. 2019, vol. 35, no. 4, pp. 26–29.
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