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	End of Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex


(For Teacher Reference)
Students independently read an excerpt from Trash Vortex and complete selected and constructed response questions to determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes her position from that of others. Students also use strategies to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases as they complete selected response questions. Finally, students complete a constructed response question to write an objective summary of the excerpt, analyzing the development of central ideas over the course of the text.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RI.7.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

· RI.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· L.7.4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
End of Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Author’s Point of View and Purpose: Trash Vortex
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Part I

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

1. This question has two parts. First answer Part A, then answer Part B. 

Part A
What is the author’s purpose in discussing “the war on plastic pollution” on page 50? (RI.7.6)

a. to explain how people can reduce plastic waste
b. to explain why people too often forget about plastic

c. to explain why people should not be destroying plastic

d. to explain what people do not understand about plastic

Part B
Read the sentence, and answer the question below it:

“They drink from refillable water bottles and take cloth bags to fill at the grocery 
store” (50). (RI.7.6)

How does this sentence develop the purpose you identified in Part A?

e. by showing how plastic shows up in unexpected places

f. by naming products that are difficult for people to find

g. by explaining how people unknowingly contribute to pollution

h. by listing examples of people using other materials besides plastic
2. This question has two parts. First answer Part A, then answer Part B.

Part A
What point of view does the author present on page 52? (RI.7.6)

a. Wasting less may be our best hope.
b. People who use boats need less plastic.

c. People should be paid to use less plastic.

d. Cleaning the ocean should be our first priority.

Part B
Which of the following sentences best shows the author distinguishing her position from other positions? (RI.7.6)

e. “But what if cleaning up the ocean does not require a war on plastic but rather a war on litter?”
f. “On a record-breaking solo voyage around the world in 2005, British sailor Ellen MacArthur learned to waste nothing.”

g. “In 2010 she started a foundation to help change attitudes toward waste of many kinds.”

h. “Like fellow sailor Moore, MacArthur admired the efficiency of nature’s cycles.”

3. Reread the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“No experience in my life could’ve given me a better understanding of the definition of the word finite. What we have out there is all we have. There is no more.” (52) (L.7.4a)

What does the word finite mean as it is used in this sentence?

a. limited
b. unusual

c. complex

d. forgotten

4. Reread the paragraph on page 54 that begins “Recycled plastic bags, bottles, and foam packaging can be turned into playground equipment . . .” and answer the question below.

How does this paragraph develop the author’s purpose in this section of the text? (RI.7.6)

a. by explaining why plastic is so cheap

b. by showing that plastic does not need to be wasted
c. by demonstrating that plastic is still not well understood

d. by giving examples where people can live without plastic

Part II

5. In the space below, write an objective summary of pages 50–55 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and explain how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.1, RI.7.2)

To assess this response, use the Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric and the following sample response. 

In pages 49–55 of Trash Vortex, Danielle Smith-Llera discusses what can be done to reduce plastic pollution. One of the central ideas is that reducing our waste might be the best way to fight plastic pollution. After discussing efforts to ban or reduce plastic specifically, the author explains why being careful about what we use may be our best option. She writes, “but what if cleaning up the ocean does not require a war on plastic but rather a war on litter?” (52) With this sentence, she means that it may be possible to keep our oceans clean by not wasting so much. She then quotes experts who talk about how to reduce what we use and reuse things in new ways. This helps develop another central idea, which is that we can all do something to reduce plastic pollution. To further develop this idea, the author gives examples of things that everyone can do, such as use refillable water bottles and “take cloth bags to fill at the grocery store” (50–51). Then, she quotes an expert who says “[e]ven small things make a difference” (55). These quotes, details, and examples develop the central ideas that reducing our waste might be the best way to support reducing plastic pollution.

Source: Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
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Part I

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

6. This question has two parts. First answer Part A, then answer Part B. 

Part A
What is the author’s purpose in discussing “the war on plastic pollution” on page 50? (RI.7.6)

a. to explain how people can reduce plastic waste

b. to explain why people too often forget about plastic

c. to explain why people should not be destroying plastic

d. to explain what people do not understand about plastic

Part B
Read the sentence, and answer the question below it:

“They drink from refillable water bottles and take cloth bags to fill at the grocery 
store” (50). (RI.7.6)

How does this sentence develop the purpose you identified in Part A?

e. by showing how plastic shows up in unexpected places

f. by naming products that are difficult for people to find

g. by explaining how people unknowingly contribute to pollution

h. by listing examples of people using other materials besides plastic

7. This question has two parts. First answer Part A, then answer Part B.

Part A
What point of view does the author present on page 52? (RI.7.6)

a. Wasting less may be our best hope.

b. People who use boats need less plastic.

c. People should be paid to use less plastic.

d. Cleaning the ocean should be our first priority.

Part B
Which of the following sentences best shows the author distinguishing her position from other positions? (RI.7.6)

e. “But what if cleaning up the ocean does not require a war on plastic but rather a war on litter?”

f. “On a record-breaking solo voyage around the world in 2005, British sailor Ellen MacArthur learned to waste nothing.”

g. “In 2010 she started a foundation to help change attitudes toward waste of many kinds.”

h. “Like fellow sailor Moore, MacArthur admired the efficiency of nature’s cycles.”

8. Reread the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“No experience in my life could’ve given me a better understanding of the definition of the word finite. What we have out there is all we have. There is no more.” (52) (L.7.4a)

What does the word finite mean as it is used in this sentence?

a. limited

b. unusual

c. complex

d. forgotten

9. Reread the paragraph on page 54 that begins “Recycled plastic bags, bottles, and foam packaging can be turned into playground equipment . . .” and answer the question below.

How does this paragraph develop the author’s purpose in this section of the text? (RI.7.6)

a. by explaining why plastic is so cheap

b. by showing that plastic does not need to be wasted

c. by demonstrating that plastic is still not well understood

d. by giving examples where people can live without plastic

Part II

10. In the space below, write an objective summary of pages 50–55 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and explain how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.1, RI.7.2)
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