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	Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Write an 
Argument Essay


(For Teacher Reference)
The Mid-Unit 3 Assessment is a writing assessment. Students write an argument essay (W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.9b, W.6.10, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6) based on their research about another hidden figure that argues why this person’s accomplishments are remarkable (RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.10, W.6.7, W.6.8). Students use reasons and evidence from their research texts and reasoning to defend their stance. Although Grade 6 is not required to address counterclaim, students acknowledge the existence of the opposing stance as part of their introduction and/or conclusion.
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	CCSS Assessed


·   RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· RI.6.3: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

· RI.6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· W.6.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

· W.6.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· W.6.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 6.)

· W.6.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

· W.6.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

· W.6.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

· W.6.9b: Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”).

· W.6.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.6.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

· L.6.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· L.6.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
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Argument Essay

Beginning in Unit 2 and throughout this unit, you have worked with a partner to gather evidence and draft an argument essay about why either Mary Jackson’s or Katherine Johnson’s accomplishments are remarkable. You have also researched another hidden figure in space science, gathered evidence, and planned your own argument essay about why your focus figure’s accomplishments are remarkable. In the second half of this unit, you will use your research about the focus figure to compose one section of a children’s picture book celebrating all these incredible individuals.

In this two-day assessment, use your planner to draft the full argument essay to respond to the following prompt: Why are my focus figure’s accomplishments remarkable?
REMEMBER: A well-written argument essay

· introduces and clearly states your main claim,

· supports the main claim with clear points/reasons and evidence from the text,

· uses words and phrases to show the relationships among your claim and points/reasons,

· includes a conclusion that follows from the argument presented, and

· follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Use your writing planner to help guide your writing. Manage your time carefully so that you can do the following:

1. Draft your introduction.

2. Draft your first Proof Paragraph.

3. Draft your second Proof Paragraph.

4. Draft your conclusion.

5. Use the Argument Writing checklist to revise and edit your draft.
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