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	End of Unit 2 Assessment: Compare and Contrast Presentations of Events: Hidden Figures and “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM”


(For Teacher Reference)
The End of Unit 2 Assessment is a reading assessment (RI.6.10). Students reread an excerpt from their anchor text, Hidden Figures, about Katherine Johnson and then read an excerpt from “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM” that describes the same events as the anchor text. Students respond to selected response and short constructed response questions to compare and contrast each author’s presentation of those events in terms of content (RI.6.1, RI.6.9), author’s methods (RI.6.3, RI.6.9), and point of view (RI.6.1, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, W.6.10).  
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	CCSS Assessed


· RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RI.6.3: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

· RI.6.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.

· RI.6.9: Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).

· RI.6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· W.6.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
End of Unit 2 Assessment: Compare and Contrast Presentations of Events: Hidden Figures and “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM”

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Part I

Directions: Read pages 94 (starting at “Katherine’s father was . . .”) to 95 (end at “. . . classroom as teachers.”) of Hidden Figures and the excerpt from “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM” by Heather S. Deiss. As you read each text, feel free to take notes, or annotate for content, author methods, and point of view, or create your own note-catcher like you have been using in previous lessons. Then use your observations about the two texts in order to answer the following questions. 

Excerpt from “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM” by Heather S. Deiss for NASA

Katherine Johnson loved to count. “I counted everything. I counted the steps to the road, the steps up to church, the number of dishes and silverware I washed 
. . . anything that could be counted, I did.” And so it began for this young girl from West Virginia. Born in 1918 in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., Johnson’s love for mathematics was inherent, an inclination she had from birth. At a young age, she was ready and anxious to go to school. She can vividly remember watching her older siblings go to school and wishing so much that she could go with them. The opportunity to attend school finally did come. Johnson so excelled that she began her studies in the second grade, then moved into advanced classes. By age 10, Johnson was in high school.

Lesson: Love learning.

In school, one teacher stood out to Johnson. Miss Turner taught geometry, and Johnson couldn’t wait to take her class. The teacher was a great encourager to the students and a strong mentor to many of them. Johnson did so well in her classes that she graduated early from high school, and at age 15 she entered West Virginia State College. She had two years before having to declare a major, so Johnson wavered between English, French and mathematics. One of her professors at West Virginia State College helped Johnson with her choice. She told Johnson, “If you don’t show up for my class, I will come and find you.” And so it was, through part threat and part joke, Johnson steered her way into what was already her first love: mathematics.

Lesson: Follow your passion.

At West Virginia State College, Johnson became immersed in academia and the mathematics program. She loved being surrounded by smart people, she said, and knew all of the professors and students on campus. One of her professors, the renowned Dr. William W. Schiefflin Claytor, recognized the bright and inquisitive mind that Johnson had. “You’d make a great research mathematician,” he told her. Then professor Claytor did something else. He told Johnson that he would help her become one. Johnson said, “Many professors tell you that you’d be good at this or that, but they don’t always help you with that career path. Professor Claytor made sure I was prepared to be a research mathematician.” He saw that Johnson took all of the mathematics classes listed in the catalog that were needed to pursue her life’s passion, and even went so far as to create a class in analytic geometry of space just for her. At age 18, Johnson graduated summa cum laude with Bachelor of Science degrees in mathematics and French. Johnson recalls of her professor, “Claytor was a young professor himself, and he would walk into the room, put his hand in his pocket, and take some chalk out, and continue yesterday’s lesson. But sometimes I could see that others in the class did not understand what he was teaching. So I would ask questions to help them. He’d tell me that I should know the answer, and I finally had to tell him that I did know the answer, but the other students did not. I could tell.”

Source: Deiss, Heather S. “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM.” NASA, 6 Nov. 2015. Web. Public domain.
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Part II

1. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Content (RI.6.1, RI.6.9).

What three details are included in the excerpt from Hidden Figures only?

1. 
information about Katherine’s father
2. 
information about discrimination about women with math degrees
3. 
information about the slim odds Katherine would get a job in mathematics
Other possible choices:
• 
Katherine taught high school.
• 
information about Katherine’s husband
What three details are included in the excerpt from “Katherine Johnson . . .” only?

1.
information about Katherine’s high school geometry teacher
2. 
information about Katherine’s female professor from WV State College
3. 
Katherine helped the other students in her college math courses.
What three details are included in both texts?

1. 
Katherine loved to count from an early age.
2. 
Katherine finished high school early.
3. 
information about Katherine’s professor, William Claytor
Other possible choice:
• 
information about Katherine’s siblings
2. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Author’s Methods (RI.6.3, RI.6.9)

Below are possible author’s methods to convey information about Katherine Johnson. Place an X in the box of the column that best describes the use of each method in the two texts.

	Author Methods
	Used only in Hidden Figures
	Used only in “Katherine Johnson . . .”
	Used in BOTH texts
	NOT Used in either text

	3. Anecdote
	
	X
	
	

	4. Katherine’s inner thoughts
	
	X
	
	

	5. Quotation from Katherine
	
	X
	
	

	6. Quotation from Katherine’s female professor
	
	X
	
	

	7. Quotation from Professor Claytor (Katherine's Math Professor)
	
	
	X
	

	8. Exposition
	
	
	X
	

	9. Allusion
	
	
	
	X

	10. Section Headings
	
	X
	
	

	11. Historical Details
	X
	
	
	


12. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Point of View (RI.6.1, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, W.6.10)

How do the points of view conveyed about Katherine and her education in the two texts compare?

Responses will vary, but may include: Both authors hold the view that Katherine was a special, gifted, and exceptional student; however, the author of text 1 suggests that the men in Katherine’s life had a large influence on her, and that there was much in her way to reaching her dreams. This point of view was not consistent with that in text 2. Text 2 does acknowledge Claytor’s importance, but it also mentions the women that Katherine saw and admired. Text 2 also seems to suggest she was more positive and optimistic than does text 1.
End of Unit 2 Assessment: Compare and Contrast Presentations of Events: Hidden Figures and “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime 
of STEM”
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Part I

Directions: Read pages 94 (starting at “Katherine’s father was . . .”) to 95 (end at “. . . classroom as teachers.”) of Hidden Figures and the excerpt below, from “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM” by Heather S. Deiss. As you read each text, feel free to take notes, or annotate for content, author methods, and point of view, or create your own note-catcher like you have been using in previous lessons. Then use your observations about the two texts in order to answer the following questions. 

Excerpt from “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM” by Heather S. Deiss for NASA

Katherine Johnson loved to count. “I counted everything. I counted the steps to the road, the steps up to church, the number of dishes and silverware I washed. . .anything that could be counted, I did.” And so it began for this young girl from West Virginia. Born in 1918 in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., Johnson’s love for mathematics was inherent, an inclination she had from birth. At a young age, she was ready and anxious to go to school. She can vividly remember watching her older siblings go to school and wishing so much that she could go with them. The opportunity to attend school finally did come. Johnson so excelled that she began her studies in the second grade, then moved into advanced classes. By age 10, Johnson was in high school.

Lesson: Love learning.

In school, one teacher stood out to Johnson. Miss Turner taught geometry, and Johnson couldn’t wait to take her class. The teacher was a great encourager to the students and a strong mentor to many of them. Johnson did so well in her classes that she graduated early from high school, and at age 15 she entered West Virginia State College. She had two years before having to declare a major, so Johnson wavered between English, French and mathematics. One of her professors at West Virginia State College helped Johnson with her choice. She told Johnson, “If you don’t show up for my class, I will come and find you.” And so it was, through part threat and part joke, Johnson steered her way into what was already her first love: mathematics.

Lesson: Follow your passion.

At West Virginia State College, Johnson became immersed in academia and the mathematics program. She loved being surrounded by smart people, she said, and knew all of the professors and students on campus. One of her professors, the renowned Dr. William W. Schiefflin Claytor, recognized the bright and inquisitive mind that Johnson had. “You’d make a great research mathematician,” he told her. Then professor Claytor did something else. He told Johnson that he would help her become one. Johnson said, “Many professors tell you that you’d be good at this or that, but they don’t always help you with that career path. Professor Claytor made sure I was prepared to be a research mathematician.” He saw that Johnson took all of the mathematics classes listed in the catalog that were needed to pursue her life’s passion, and even went so far as to create a class in analytic geometry of space just for her. At age 18, Johnson graduated summa cum laude with Bachelor of Science degrees in mathematics and French. Johnson recalls of her professor, “Claytor was a young professor himself, and he would walk into the room, put his hand in his pocket, and take some chalk out, and continue yesterday’s lesson. But sometimes I could see that others in the class did not understand what he was teaching. So I would ask questions to help them. He’d tell me that I should know the answer, and I finally had to tell him that I did know the answer, but the other students did not. I could tell.”

Source: Deiss, Heather S. “Katherine Johnson: A Lifetime of STEM.” NASA, 6 Nov. 2015. Web. Public domain.
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Part II

13. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Content (RI.6.1, RI.6.9).

What three details are included in the excerpt from Hidden Figures only?

What three details are included in the excerpt from “Katherine Johnson . . .” only?

What three details are included in both texts?

14. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Author’s Methods (RI.6.3, RI.6.9)

Below are possible author’s methods to convey information about Katherine Johnson. Place an X in the box of the column that best describes the use of each method in the two texts.

	Author Methods
	Used only in Hidden Figures
	Used only in “Katherine Johnson . . .”
	Used in BOTH texts
	NOT Used in either text

	15. Anecdote
	
	
	
	

	16. Katherine’s inner thoughts
	
	
	
	

	17. Quotation from Katherine
	
	
	
	

	18. Quotation from Katherine’s female professor
	
	
	
	

	19. Quotation from Professor Claytor (Katherine's Math Professor)
	
	
	
	

	20. Exposition
	
	
	
	

	21. Allusion
	
	
	
	

	22. Section Headings
	
	
	
	

	23. Historical Details
	
	
	
	


24. Compare and contrast the two authors’ presentation of events: Point of View (RI.6.1, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, W.6.10)

How do the points of view conveyed about Katherine and her education in the two texts compare?
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